
   

 

28th MARCH 2025 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

31st March- 

4th April 2025 Year 12 Half Yearly Exams 
 

1st April Combined Schools ANZAC Service 
 

2nd April  Year Meetings 
 

2nd April  HPGE Information Evening  
 

2nd April  NSW Junior Chess League (Game 1) 
 

7th April ArtExpress 2025 Excursion 
 

8th April Bill Turner Cup (Boys) 
 

8th April Year 10 Careers & Coffee’ 

 (Parent Information Evening) 
 

8th April Year 12 BBQ Fundraiser  
 

10th April Science & Engineering Challenge 
 

10th April  U/16 Girls R/League Country Cup 
 

10th April  RTHS ANZAC Day Service 
 

11th April Cross Country/Colour Run 
 

11th April Last Day of Term  
 

30th April Students Return (Term 2) 

 

Rutherford Technology  

High School 
 

Avery Street 

Rutherford NSW 2320 
 

Phone:  

02 4932 5999 
 

Email: 

rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Website: 

www.rutherford-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Friday   8:00am-3:30pm 

Outside of office hours, a message may 

be left on the school answering machine. 
 

An appointment is necessary before  

meeting with a staff member, including 

the Principal or Deputy Principal, as they 

have class, playground duty and other 

commitments during the school day.  

Please call our Administration Office to 

make an appointment..   

NEWSLETTER 

The SBAT Health Event, organised by the Educational Pathways Program 
at Gosford Hospital last week was a huge success. It was an incredible  
opportunity for students to develop their understanding on the application  
and interview process for School Based Traineeships in Nursing, the support 
offered by our EPP SBAT Engagement Officer allows students to discover 
many career pathways, engage with industry professionals, and gain valuable 
insights into the world of health services. 
 
A big thank you to all the participants, speakers, and organisers for making 
this event so impactful. We can’t wait to see where these new opportunities 
take our future health professionals.  
 

#HealthSBAT 

#EducationalPathways 

#FutureHealthLeaders  

#CareerOpportunities  

#HealthcareCareers 

SBAT Health Excursion 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Term 1 2025 has been extremely busy with multiple extra curricula activities, sporting ventures and  
academic challenges to start the year. Below is a list of a few of the recent highlights that Rutherford 
Technology High School has had, plus there are a few more exciting upcoming events including the 
Rutherford Technology High School annual Cross Country/Colour Run. Who will be named champion  
and which house will take out the bragging rights for 2025? I look forward to what Term 2 will bring  
for all staff and students and wish everyone all of the best for the upcoming Easter Break. 
 
 
Hunter School Sports Association 
Congratulations to several of our students who have successfully gained entry into the Hunter School Sports Association 
teams. Their dedication and talent have earned them a spot in these competitive teams, representing our school in various 
sports. 
 
 
NAPLAN Success  
A big congratulations to Naomi Scorringe and the NAPLAN team for guiding all of our Year 7 and Year 9 students to  
successfully complete NAPLAN. Their hard work and dedication ensured a smooth and successful testing experience for  
everyone. 
 
 
Harmony Day Celebrations 
     
     
    We had a wonderful Harmony Day celebration organised by our Wellbeing Staff and the SRC.  
    Students enjoyed various activities during breaks, and a heartfelt poem was read by our student 
    leaders, highlighting the importance of diversity and inclusion. 
 
 
 
Weekly Swimming Lessons  
Our support students have been enjoying their weekly swimming lessons, where they are learning valuable life skills that  
promote confidence, independence, and safety in the water. 
 
 
NSW State Swimming Championships 
Two of our students have qualified for the NSW State Swimming Championships later this year. Good luck to both Ethan and 
Billy. Special congratulations to Ethan Wenham, who has become our most successful swimming student in over 10 years, 
qualifying for the highest number of events. 
 
 
Exciting News: The New Variety Bus Has Arrived!  
We are thrilled to announce that the much-awaited Variety Bus has been delivered and officially presented to our school. This 
bus will play an integral role in supporting student transportation for various school activities, helping our students, particularly 
those with additional needs, access the community for events such as sports, work experience, and other enrichment  
opportunities. 
 
The bus was officially presented on Monday 24th March 2025, in a special ceremony attended by representatives from  
Variety and their generous fundraisers. To show our gratitude, support staff and students worked together to cater for the 
event, with senior student Darcie taking the lead in running the support café for all those involved. The morning was filled with 
warmth and community spirit, highlighted by heartfelt speeches from those who made this donation possible. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to this incredible addition to our school community, and to all the staff and  
students who helped make the event a resounding success. 
 
 
End of Term Reminder 
As we approach the end of term, all staff and students are looking forward to the upcoming Easter break. However, it’s 
important to maintain our high standards. Let’s continue working hard and being respectful of one another for the remainder of 
term.  
 
Ms Teliah Buckton 
Deputy Principal Inclusion and Support 
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HSIE FACULTY REPORT 
 
The HSIE Faculty has had a fantastic term, with students across all year levels engaging in a diverse range of subjects,  
including History, Geography, Commerce, Business Studies, Legal Studies, and Society & Culture. These subjects play a vital 
role in helping students understand the world around them - past, present, and future - while developing critical thinking,  
problem-solving, and research skills that will benefit them far beyond the classroom.  
 
Our junior students have been delving into fascinating historical events, exploring key geographical challenges, and learning 
about fundamental concepts that shape society. Whether investigating ancient civilisations, environmental sustainability, or 
how businesses operate in a changing world, our students have shown great curiosity and engagement in their learning.  
 
In the senior years, students have been applying their knowledge through real-world case studies, research projects, and 
inquiry-based learning. Our Business Studies students have been developing their entrepreneurial thinking, while Legal  
Studies students have been analysing contemporary legal issues and landmark cases. Society & Culture students are  
critically  examining the complexities of human behaviour and social structures.  
 
We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, curiosity, and dedication our students bring to their studies. As we move forward 
into another exciting term, we look forward to seeing their continued growth and achievement in HSIE. 
 
Mr Sasha Lenskyj 
Head Teacher HSIE Faculty 

CAPTAINS MESSAGE 

What an eventful first term Rutherford Technology High School has had so far, filled with a variety of school events and  
functions from school photos to the Swimming Carnival, from NAPLAN to the open evening.  
 
I would like to extend a collective warm welcome to our Year 7 cohort for 2025, and hope they are enjoying life at high school 
finding it liberating, filled with new experiences, friends, and academic opportunities.  
 
During Weeks 6/7, Years 7 and 9 participated in The National Assessment Program (NAPLAN), which is a national  
assessment of literacy and numeracy targeting the areas of reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation), and mathematical skills. NAPLAN aims to measure students’ educational progress in comparison to their  
previous results, allowing teachers to identify areas for improvement and provide targeted support as required. I would like to 
congratulate all students who participated, completing the required tests.  
 
Earlier in the term, RTHS hosted its 2025 school Swimming Carnival. The day was filled with plenty of sun and refreshing 
swims. Congratulations to WATPA for taking out the winning house on the day, and to the students who qualified and  
attended regionals the following week. 
 
Good luck to all Year 12 students sitting half-yearly exams next week. 
 
Rutherford Technology High School Student Representation Council (SRC) has had an extremely productive first term. In 
Week 2, SRC held a planning day began organisation of a number of student driven events and initiatives, establishing goals 
and aims for the year while also reviewing and editing the SRC’s constitution. One of these events came into form, as the 
SRC partnered with Wellbeing to hold and organise Harmony Day activities and competitions last Friday 21st March 2025.  
 
As the end-of-term is fast approaching, a series of end-of-term events begin to take form. In the last week of term Rutherford 
Technology High School with be holding a combined Cross-Country and Colour Run along with a school ANZAC Ceremony.  
 
On behalf of the student body, I would like to wish all people of the RTHS community well. 
 
Jeremy Bourke 
School Vice Captain 
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Regular attendance at school is essential for students to achieve quality life outcomes. Schools, in  
partnership with parents, are responsible for promoting the regular attendance of students. Parents or 
carers of children of compulsory school age (6 to 17) are responsible for ensuring their child attends 
school every day. 
 

Ideally all students should have a yearly average percentage of above 90%. 
 

If your child is struggling to come to school for the following reasons:  
 

Issues in the Learning Environment 
If your child is experiencing difficulty with school work, or experiencing issues with other students in the 
learning environment, please contact a year group Deputy Principal to discuss your  
concerns and to develop strategies to overcome this. 
 

Anxiety 
If your child is struggling to get to school due to anxiety then your first point of call is to contact the 
school and speak to the year group Deputy Principal, or the Year adviser and the school will work with 
you to find the best alternative for your child. In cases of severe anxiety, you will need to provide a  
medical certificate from your GP, our wellbeing team will develop a plan looking at in-school solutions or 
an alternative learning setting. 
 

Refusing 
If your child is refusing to come to school please make an appointment with the Deputy Principal of  
Attendance to discuss the issue and develop a plan to improve your child’s attendance. 
 

Compulsory School Attendance 
Please use the following link from the NSW Department of Education to find out more about  
compulsory school attendance Compulsory school attendance (nsw.gov.au) 
 

What Should I do if my child is absent from school? 
If children are absent from school, parents and carers are required to provide the school with an  
acceptable explanation within seven days of the absence. 
 

Explanations regarding attendance can be provided in the following ways: 
 

► Phone or email – If you know your child is going to be away contact the school via phone  
 (02 4932 5999) or email (rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au). 
 

► Letter – On the day your child returns to school after an absence send a note explaining the 
 absence. This note can be handed in at the school administration office. 
 

► Reply to SMS - The school sends out an SMS message each day to notify parents that their 
 child is absent. Please reply to the SMS stating if your child is absent due to sickness or family 
 business. 
 

Medical Certificates 
After three days of absence, we require a medical certificate for any sickness which can be emailed to 
the school. 
 
 

If you have any concerns or require assistance with your child’s attendance please contact the 
Attendance Team via the school administration office 02 4932 5999.  
 
Mr Ben O’Leary 
Deputy Principal Attendance 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nsw.gov.au%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fmain-education%2Fen%2Fhome%2Fstudent-wellbeing%2Fattendance-matters---resources-for-schools%2FCompulsory_school_attendance_parents_QAupdate_2022.pdf&data=
mailto:rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Free Attendance 
Fun day Excursion

Attendance BBQ and 
Pizza Days

Canteen Vouchers

Positive Attendance 

Rewards

Every 4 weeks students with 100% Attendance go into the draw 

for 1 of 20 Canteen Vouchers

Students with high attendance are invited to the attendance BBQ 

or Pizza days once a term

Students with high attendance at end of the year are invited to a 

free attendance Fun Day Excursion. Last year it was Go-Karts and 

Bowling
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Our Wellbeing Team and our Learning and Support Teams often work in collaboration with external specialists to support the 
needs of our students. If your child's clinician or specialist requests a progress summary or screeners to be completed to 
support a diagnosis, please ask them to email these requests directly through to the school email address. Emails will be 
directed to the relevant staff and followed up via the Learning and Support Team to ensure that the request is fulfilled.  
 
It is normal for all of us, including young people, to feel some stress and anxiety in our lives. However, if you have concerns 
for your child's mental health and wellbeing, there are services that can support you. This week we feature Headspace and 
the Mental Health Line.  
 
For counselling and more: headspace Maitland | Youth Mental Health Centre & Services - Phone: 02 4931 1000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone can call the Mental Health Line to access professional support in a crisis for the following mental health concerns: 
 

• Changes to mood that worry you or others. 

• Significant changes to personal hygiene or motivation. 

• Difficulties concentrating. 

• Getting confused about what is real and what is not. 

• Behaviour like laughing or smiling at something others can't see or hear. 

• Feelings of panic, like something bad is about to happen. 

• Intense anxiety. 

• Thoughts or actions of hurting yourself or ending your life. 

• Thoughts of harming someone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Emma Basedow 
Head Teacher Wellbeing 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fheadspace.org.au%2Fheadspace-centres%2Fmaitland%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmaxine.creek%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C174fb4527b3e4de95ad408dd6bf503a7%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C63878542225701436
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.nsw.gov.au%2Fmentalhealth%2FPages%2Fmental-health-line.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cmaxine.creek%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C174fb4527b3e4de95ad408dd6bf503a7%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0
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Language Faculty Update 
 
Year 8 students have been diving into their language studies with enthusiasm. They have explored Japanese  
geography, major cities, and learned how to write and say their names in Japanese. Some classes had the  
opportunity to dress up in a traditional kimono and yukata, as well as other outfits like karate uniforms and samurai  
attire. They have also been practicing self-introductions and have begun learning vocabulary for countries, cities,  
and towns. A reminder that Year 8 students require an A4 exercise book for notetaking, and communication home  
for students without a book will be sent as this becomes more essential throughout the year. Any assistance in  
acquiring the necessary supplies can be made by contacting the school. 
 
Year 9 students have been strengthening their Japanese writing skills by focusing on both hiragana and katakana, 
building their confidence in reading and writing. They are also partway through the family topic, where they have  
been learning how to describe their own families and talk about relationships using key vocabulary and sentence 
structures. Their dedication to mastering the basics is setting a strong foundation for their continued language 
learning. 
 
Meanwhile, Year 10 students have been reinforcing their foundational skills as they begin the money and shopping 
unit. They recently enjoyed their first cooking lesson of the term, preparing delicious teriyaki chicken with noodles. 
Students are encouraged to develop strong study routines to stay on top of their learning and make the most of their 
language studies. 
 
We look forward to another fantastic term ahead. 
 
RTHS Language Faculty 
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RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL P&C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Rutherford Technology High School Parents & 
Citizens Association will be held on Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 6:00pm in the school administration office. 
 

In accordance with the Federation of Parents & Citizens’ Association Guidelines the following will apply: 
 

The officer positions determined at the AGM, according to both Standard and Prescribed Constitution are: 
 

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Canteen Treasurer, Public Officer and Finance Committee 
 

•No more than one office position can be held by the same person. 
•Two people from the same family can hold office-bearer positions at the same time. 
•Office-bearers can be elected regardless of their place and type of employment. 
•Only financial members are eligible to stand for a position (to be a financial member, a community person must 
have paid their $2.00 membership fee no later than the General Meeting prior to the AGM). 
 

Nominations should be forwarded to the Principal via the school email address  
(rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au) and include nominating position, nominee name,  
address and telephone number or alternatively nominations can be taken at the meeting. 
 

The Term 2: Week 3 meeting will follow at the conclusion of the AGM. 

On Monday, 24th March 2025, the Open Girls Football Team participated in the Puma Cup at Lake Macquarie  
Regional Football Facility. The team played Cardiff High School in Round 1, coming away 5-0 winners against a 
very good Cardiff side. 4 goals to Ceanna.F and 1 from Georgia.M capped off an outstanding team performance  

with some great defending, passing and attacking phases from all the RTHS players. 
 

The team then played Merewether High School in Round 2, who were the favourites to be Hunter Champions  
again this year. The girls went in at half time 2-0 down after some determined defending with some big chances  

created by our girls, only to be stopped by some top-class goalkeeping from the Merewether keeper. RTHS  
moved to a more attacking formation in the second half which ultimately left them vulnerable at the back,  

losing the match 6-0 against a talented Merewether team. 
 

We are proud of the Open Girls team and their  
efforts in what was a tough draw against two very good 

sides. Thank you to those parents who  
supported with transport and to the students who  

represented RTHS with pride and dedication. 
 

mailto:rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Our Stage 5 Dullboys Sport students have been rolling into action with our exciting weekly bowling competition. 
 
Each week, students compete to see who can rack up the highest score, with the top bowler earning a delicious donut as 
their prize. 
 
A huge congratulations to our last three champions: 
 
Week 5 Winner:  Logan Dundson 
 
Week 6 Winner:  Rhys Erby  
 
Week 7 Winner:  Ollie Kerry  
 
Think you’ve got what it takes to be the next champion? Get involved, have fun, and aim for that perfect strike! See you on 
the lanes!  
 
Ms Growth & Mr Saunders 
 



 12 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 



 13 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 



 14 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 



 15 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 28th MARCH 2025 

 

Congratulations to our wonderful Mainstream, Aboriginal and Support 

dance groups who were all successful in their auditions for Star Struck 2025. 

 

All students will be performing in Cast A performances 

Friday 13th June 2025 @ 11:00am  

and Saturday 14th June 2025 @ 7:00pm. 
 

Tickets go on sale: Tuesday 29th April 2025 @ 10:00am 

 

Congratulations to our very own Mrs Cooper and Mrs Ossington  

who are choreographers for Star Struck 2025. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM  
GRACE COACHES  REGARDING SCHOOL BUS 

PASSES AND UTILISING THEIR SERVICES  
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Rutherford Technology High School canteen is operated by the P&C and offers online ordering 

through Flexischools. Our canteen has EFTPOS available and whilst we encourage cashless payments, 

cash is still accepted. Flexischools ordering MUST be in by 9:00am and in accordance with Healthy 

School Canteens, pies and sausage rolls are only available at ‘Break 1’.   

 

                                          

 

                                           

     

Canteen Roster 

Monday 31st March 2025 Volunteer Required 

Tuesday 1st April 2025 Donna Nichols 

Wednesday 2nd April 2025 Volunteer Required 

Thursday 3rd April 2025 Donna Nichols 

Friday 4th April 2025 Donna Nichols 

Monday 7th April 2025 Volunteer Required 

Tuesday 8th April 2025 Donna Nichols 

Wednesday 9th April 2025 Volunteer Required 

Thursday 10th April 2025 Donna Nichols 

Friday 11th April 2025 Donna Nichols 

 

 

                                          

 

Flexischools Order Process 
 

As previously advised, our canteen has a process for Flexischools order. This process is to  

ensure we do not have large amounts of food wastage due to caregivers/students who have 

placed an order through Flexischools from either being absent, arriving late or leaving early. 

food wastage affects the operating costs. 

 

Flexischools orders for canteen staff is as follows: 
 

- 9:00am cut off and orders printed. 

- After first break any orders not collected, the item/s will be returned to stock.  

- After first break canteen staff will provide our school administration office with a list of orders 

for second break to allow staff to check system for attendance. If a student is absent at this 

time the order will not be filled. 

- Each day, all orders either not collected or unable to be filled due to a student being absent 

will be destroyed. 
 

PLEASE NOTE THIS MEANS THAT NO ORDERS WILL BE HELD OVER 
 

We request that if a student has an order through Flexischools and they will be absent that 

you login to Flexischools before 9:00am to cancel the order. Cancelled orders must be done 

prior to the cut off time in order for a refund to be processed. 
 

Thank you for your understanding in this regard. 
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Uniform Shop Hours: 
 

Tuesday 8:00am-12:00 noon 

Thursday  1:00pm-5:00pm 

Purchase Online: https://daylightschoolwear.au/rutherford 

Please ensure all orders are collected from the Uniform Shop 

MASTERCARD, VISA & EFTPOS ACCEPTED & CASH ACCEPTED - NO CHEQUE PAYMENTS. NO LAYBY. 

*Prices are subject to change without notice 

The wearing of school uniform at Rutherford Technology High School is mandatory.   
The school uniform is manufactured and sold by Daylight Sportswear at a dedicated onsite Uniform Shop at the 

school. This is the ONLY location that the school uniform is available for purchase.    
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Under 14’s 
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Maitland 

Rutherford Technology High School has an  

Official Facebook Page – just go to Facebook  

and look for ‘Rutherford Technology High School 

NSW Official Site’ and click on ‘Like’. 
 

We will be using the Facebook page to keep everyone 

informed about events at the school, important dates for your 

diary, and general information about the school. 
 

Link:    

http://www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

Maitland 

RTHS SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The staff and students who are involved in  

the Wellbeing programs would like to acknowledge  

the generosity of ‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford  

who provide us with bread.  
 

We express our appreciation and hope our school 

community can reciprocate. 

Rutherford 
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Rutherford 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1

