
   

 

27th SEPTEMBER 2024 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

14th October 2024: Students & Staff Return  
 

14th-16th October 

Support Great Aussie Bush Camp 
 

15th October - 8th November 

HSC Exams 
 

17th October 

U/14 Boys 9-a-Side Rugby League 
 

18th October 

Coalfields Open Touch Gala Day 
 

21st October 

2025 HSC Information Evening 
 

24th October 

U/16 Boys 9-a-Side Rugby League 
 

25th October 

Open Girls & Boys Netball 

 

 
 

Rutherford Technology  

High School 
 

Avery Street 

Rutherford NSW 2320 
 

Phone:  

02 4932 5999 
 

Email: 

rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Website: 

www.rutherford-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Friday   8:00am-3:30pm 

Outside of office hours, a message may 

be left on the school answering machine. 
 

An appointment is necessary before  

meeting with a staff member, including 

the Principal or Deputy Principal, as they 

have class, playground duty and other 

commitments during the school day.  

Please call our Administration Office to 

make an appointment..   

NEWSLETTER 

After winning the Regional Competition two weeks ago, seven of our very  
clever and creative students competed in the State Competition on  

Sunday 22nd September 2024 for Tournament of Minds  
within the discipline of Social Science . 

 

They presented an incredible solution and represented Rutherford  
Technology High School with pride. A big thanks to their wonderful families 

who supported them to get to Sydney for this stage of the competition.  
 

We are very proud of their efforts. 
Mrs Halstvedt, Miss Stewart and Mrs Scorringe  
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Term 3 has seen a large lot of amazing achievements from all students at Rutherford Technology High School. We have seen 
excellence with our lawn bowls team, rugby league team, rugby union teams, basketball, dance troupes, TOM team,  
Aboriginal Education groups and many more. I want to start by saying these extra-curricular activities don’t get to go ahead 
without the wonderful support of staff who organise the events and take the students to the events, but also for the staff that 
stay behind covering the organising teachers’ classes. It is a huge team effort and we are very lucky here at Rutherford  
Technology High School that everyone is willing to pitch in and help so that students have the opportunity to achieve in extra 
curricula events. 
 
Year 12 - Class of 2024 
What an outstanding cohort of students we have in Year 12. This week they have celebrated an end to their secondary  
schooling at Rutherford Technology High School. They have enjoyed a range of excursions and fun activities with their  
teachers. I know many teachers have arranged holiday study sessions at the school during the holidays and we will welcome 
all Year 12 students back to school in week one to work with their teachers before the HSC. 
 
The HSC exams begin on 15th of October and finishes on the 8th of November. We wish all students good luck in their HSC 
and can’t wait to see how well everyone achieves. It is important for all students to remember that everyone has their own path 
and whatever they choose to complete is perfect for them. We are proud of our HSC students who are completing ATAR  
pathways, non-ATAR pathways, TAFE courses, traineeships, SBAT courses, apprenticeships and the Life Skills pathway. A 
reminder, students must be in full school uniform for all exams. Good luck Year 12 in the upcoming HSC and all your future 
endeavours. 
 
School Senior Leaders 2024-2025 
After a rigorous process of nominations, speeches, student and staff voting and a leadership interview, I am pleased to  
announce our student leaders for 2024-2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the 39th student leadership body at Rutherford Technology High School, carrying on a strong and proud tradition. The 
quality of leadership throughout this group is of the highest calibre, I look forward to working with them over the next 12 
months.  
 
Year 11 Preliminary Examinations  
Congratulations to Year 11 students on completing their Year 11 Preliminary Examinations, and subsequently their Year 11 
courses. Students will commence Year 12 courses at the beginning of next term. 
 
Attendance Matters 
As the school term comes to an end, we would like to thank all our wonderful families who have supported their child’s regular 
attendance at school in Term 3. The Department of Education requires that all students meet the minimum attendance  
requirement of 90%, and we are pleased to say that many of our students are meeting this threshold in 2024. The school  
regularly monitors attendance and any concerns about your child’s wellbeing and attendance will be dealt with in a confidential 
and supportive manner. 
 
 
We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday. We look forward to seeing students return on the first day back at school on 
Monday 14th October 2024.  
  
Ms Simone Hughes 
Principal 

School Vice Captains 
Jeremy Bourke & Drew Fullerton 

School Captains 
Charlotte Harwood & Eva Turner 

Senior Leaders 
Issac Holden, Mikayla Price, Noah Rodgers & Zac Wadwell 
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Thank you to everyone that donated and supported our animal hamper drive.  
 

We had lots of blankets, towels, treats, toys and dry food that we were able to donate to the  
Hunter Valley Animal Facility & Rehoming Centre. 

 

On Thursday 26th September 2024, student leaders, Jorja & Jeremy, attended the facility to meet Peta,  
and some of the animals, to deliver the items and they were overwhelmed and very appreciative.  
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CAREERS FACULTY REPORT 
 
Term 3 in Careers - This term has been action-packed with incredible opportunities for our students. 
 
RAAF Williamtown Indigenous Youth Program  
Indigenous students participated in this exciting program, exploring career pathways within the Royal Australian Air Force 
through hands-on activities and mentorship from Indigenous RAAF personnel. 
 
 
EPP Headstart Programs 
Several students have kick-started their careers early through the Educational Pathways Program, gaining real-world  
experience in:  
   - Metal Fabrication at Zeal 
   - Plumbing at TAFE 
   - Maritime Studies at MAST Training, Wickham 
 
 
Maitland Hospital Orientation 
Students required to complete orientation for work experience at Maitland Hospital gained valuable insights into the healthcare 
environment and the range of career options available in the medical field. 
 
 
HMAS Excursion 
An exciting excursion to HMAS allowed students to explore various trades within the defence force, highlighting opportunities 
in areas such as engineering, mechanics, and other technical roles in the Navy. 
 
 
Youth in Business Pilot Program 
A very successful pilot program for Youth in Business, run by Youth Express and funded by ETC (Enterprise & Training  
Company), introduced students to entrepreneurship. They developed practical business skills, created their own logo designs, 
and even had these printed on shirts and hoodies. 
 
 
EVET (External Vocational Education & Training) - TAFE Applications for 2025 
So far, 34 applications for EVET (TAFE) courses for the 2025 intake have been submitted. A second round of applications 
will open Monday of Week 8, Term 4, providing another opportunity for students to apply. 
 
 
Year 10 into Year 11 Subject Selection Interviews 
Subject selection interviews for Year 10 students transitioning into Year 11 have begun and will continue into early next term. 
These interviews provide essential guidance in helping students choose the right subjects aligned with their future career 
goals. 
 
 
Year 12 University Applications and Careers Support 
A significant number of our Year 12 students intend on furthering their education at university in 2025. Today, there are a wide 
range of pathways that students can take to gain admission into a university program. These are: 
 
 • Meeting the ATAR benchmark though their HSC performance 
 • Early entry application direct to the university 
 • Schools Recommendation Scheme via UAC (Universities Admission Centre) 
 • Vocational Education & Training (VET) entry using a Certificate III qualification 
 • Entry via Subject Spotlight Scheme (outstanding performance in a HSC subject related to a degree. Eg. Physics 
  and an Engineering Degree) 
 
In 2024, Rutherford Technology High School has had 28 Year 12 students who have applied for university study in 2025. 23 
students have already been offered a place in a university program, some students have received a number of early offers. An 
offer rate of 82% before even sitting HSC exams is very impressive. 
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-2- 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have passed on the news of their early offers: 
 

  Malcolm Fox  - Mechanical Engineering 
  Jordan Wells  - Secondary Education 
  Tiana McWilliams   - Secondary Education 
  Demani Suey   - Education 
  Laura Playford  - Arts 
  Rylan Staples   - Arts 
  Hannah Tremble  - Psychological Science 
  Hannah Kerry  - Psychological Science 
  Zoe Zuno   - Business 
  Sasha Porthouse   - Business 
  Liam Opulencia  - Business Analytics 
  Karla Roets    - Business / Commerce 
  Kalynda Marriott  - Advanced Science 
  Ruella Corpus  - Science 
  William Moir   - Science 
  Ella Knox   - Nursing and Psychological Science 
  Portia Styles   - Nursing 
  Phillip Reid   - Biotechnology 
  Ella-Rose Owen   - Music and Performing Arts 
  Cooper Harwood    -  Music and Performing Arts 
  Paige Everleigh   - Media and Communication 
  Alyssa Pemberton   - Media and Communication 
 

Although Year 12 will be leaving us, the Careers Team are more than happy to support students over the upcoming holidays 
and throughout Term 4. Year 12 students can request appointments with Mr Butler and Mr Robertson for: 
 
 ► Resume and cover letter writing 
 ► Applying for employment 
 ► Applying for TAFE or other training 
 ► Assistance with university applications  
 ► Organisation of work experience 
 ► General career advice 
 
This can be arranged by contacting Mr Butler by email: toby.l.butler@det.nsw.edu.au or mobile: 0408 472 101.   
 
Mr Toby Butler 
Head Teacher Careers Faculty 

mailto:toby.l.butler@det.nsw.edu.au
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Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 2 - The University of Newcastle 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students visited the University of Newcastle for an exciting tour of their facilities.  
Highlights included fascinating demonstrations in the Physics lab and an insightful tour of the Medical Radiation Science lab, 
giving them a glimpse into cutting-edge scientific research and career possibilities.  
 

We extend our sincere thanks to the University of Newcastle for providing such an informative and inspiring experience! 
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 3 - Hedweld 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students explored the world of advanced manufacturing at Hedweld. A site tour,  
welding simulations, and engaging talks by female professionals in STEM inspired the students to see the possibilities within 
this dynamic field. The morning tea was a great opportunity for them to connect with industry leaders and learn from their 
career journeys. 
 

Thank you to Hedweld for hosting us and sharing your expertise in advanced manufacturing!  
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 4 - The University of Newcastle 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students returned to the University of Newcastle for an engineering-focused  
experience. They toured the engineering lab and the Newcastle Institute of Energy Resources (NIER), witnessing first-hand 
the innovative work being done in energy research and engineering fields.  
 

A big thank you to the University of Newcastle for another fantastic and insightful tour! 
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 5 - BluZone Group 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students had a fascinating site tour with BluZone Group, where they learned about 
maritime careers and industry opportunities. The tour was an eye-opening experience into the diverse world of maritime  
engineering and the global impact of this field. 
 

Thank you to BluZone Group for offering this unique learning opportunity! 
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 6 - The University of Newcastle 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students were treated to a demonstration by the NUbots team at the University of 
Newcastle. From watching the NUbots in action to exploring virtual and augmented reality at the i3Lab, the tour was a  
perfect blend of robotics and cutting-edge technology. 
 

Thank you to the University of Newcastle for hosting another memorable and interactive day! 
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 7 - Ampcontrol 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students visited Ampcontrol for a comprehensive site tour, delving into the world of 
innovative engineering solutions. They gained insights into how technology drives essential industries and the importance of 
problem-solving in engineering.  
 

Many thanks to Ampcontrol for an engaging and insightful tour! 
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 8 - AGL 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students visited AGL to see how one of Australia's leading energy companies  
operates. The site tour offered a look into how sustainable energy solutions are developed and maintained, inspiring the next 
generation of environmental and energy-conscious engineers. 
 

We sincerely thank AGL for showing us the future of sustainable energy!  
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 9 - Alpha Echo 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students visited Alpha Echo for an exciting introduction to the world of cyber security. 
Female employees shared their career journeys in STEM, and the students were treated to a live de-coding/encryption 
demonstration, sparking curiosity and interest in this vital field. 
 

Thank you to Alpha Echo for an exciting and educational experience in cyber security!  
 
Women in STEM Industry Immersion Program - Term 3: Week 10 - Orica 
RTHS Stage 4 and 5 Women in STEM students wrapped up the program with a site tour at Orica, where they learnt about 
the company’s role in producing essential products for industries around the world. The tour provided a unique insight into 
the real-world applications of science and engineering. 
 

We extend our thanks to Orica for providing such a valuable and informative tour!  
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Industry Immersion Program 
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Under 14’s 

Under 16’s 

On Thursday of Week 9, HSIE staff took 40, Year 10 and 11 students to the State Library of NSW in  
Sydney to view archives relating to the Australian Civil Rights Movement.  

Both our Year 10 and Year 11 students have been studying this period of history and were enthusiastic 
about broadening their understanding through the state library’s program.  

 
Once we arrived at the library, students engaged in a two-hour program focusing on artefact analysis and  

archival source-work. In one part of this program, students were led by a library guide around their  
extensive array of archival materials, photographs and significant relics from the Civil Rights era.  

Both Year 10 and 11 alike were in awe when learning about the stories and struggles of Indigenous  
Australians in this time, taking particular interest in the gallery room which displayed an array of paintings.  

 
The second half of this program was set in the classroom, where students learnt how to access and 

explore the libraries digital archives and use them for future school assessments and personal interest. 
They focused in on the Australian Freedom Rides of 1965 and existing photographs of the journey to hone 

their source analysis skills and develop their capabilities as historians.  
 

Once we had completed our visit, students found lunch in Darling Harbour and were given time to  
explore this area of Sydney before making the journey home. All students who attended this excursion 
were outstanding representatives of our school, with members of the public making comment to myself  
on their excellent behaviour. A special thank you to Mr Schwab and Miss Atkinson for their assistance  

on the day and guidance in the creation of this amazing opportunity for our students.  
And, of course, a big thank you to Years 10 and 11 for an enjoyable day of learning. 

 
Miss Smith-Hughes 

HSIE Faculty 
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Lego Masters Returns 
 
Congratulations to all the Term 3 Week 9 Lego Masters, each earning 5 house points for their participation.  
 

The overall theme was SPACE; however, students had a blind pick of the subject they needed to create.  
 

All students had both breaks to work on their creations for a week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to the three winners, who all happen to be from Year 7. They earnt an extra 10 points each for their  
houses and won their chose of a Lego set from the selection in the Lego prize cabinet. 

 

 
 
 
 Eli - Space Station   
 Hudson - UFO  
 Jeremiah - Solar System   
 
 
 
 
 
 

This round house points:  Uwa - 20, Marra - 20, Parrka - 10, Watpa - 35 
 

We all eagerly await the next competition in Term 4.  

Year Student Name Entry House 

7 Suvan Planet Uwa 

7 Eli Space Station Watpa 

7 Hudson UFO Marra 

7 Sarah Astronaut Uwa 

7 Amber Space Creature Uwa 

7 Lenahya Landing on the moon Parrka 

7 Ryder Rocket Marra 

7 Jeremiah Solar System Watpa 

8 Caleb Space Base Watpa 

8 Cooper Alien Uwa 

8 Blayne Alien Parrka 
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Uniform Shop Hours: 
 

Tuesday 8:00am-12:00 noon 

Thursday  1:00pm-5:00pm 

Purchase Online: https://daylightschoolwear.au/rutherford 

Please ensure all orders are collected from the Uniform Shop 

MASTERCARD, VISA & EFTPOS ACCEPTED & CASH ACCEPTED - NO CHEQUE PAYMENTS. NO LAYBY. 

*Prices are subject to change without notice 

The wearing of school uniform at Rutherford Technology High School is mandatory.   
The school uniform is manufactured and sold by Daylight Sportswear at a dedicated onsite Uniform Shop at the 

school. This is the ONLY location that the school uniform is available for purchase.    
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Rutherford Technology High School P&C Association 
20% of every membership we sell, goes directly to our fundraising.  

Order your membership online today! 

www.entbook.com.au/3k4872 

Now you can enjoy the best restaurants, cafes, fine dining and shopping with your family while donating to your favourite cause.  
 

Thank your for supporting for Rutherford Technology High School P&C Association  



 18 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 



 19 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 



 20 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 



 21 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 27th SEPTEMBER 2024 

PCYC will have their Safer Driver Courses available during the upcoming school holidays. 
 

Any student with a Health Care Card or Concession Card or living in Out of Home Care are eligible 
to do the course fully fee exempt - contact your local PCYC for further information in this regard. 
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Maitland 

Rutherford Technology High School has an  

Official Facebook Page – just go to Facebook  

and look for ‘Rutherford Technology High School 

NSW Official Site’ and click on ‘Like’. 
 

We will be using the Facebook page to keep everyone 

informed about events at the school, important dates for your 

diary, and general information about the school. 
 

Link:    

http://www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

Maitland 

RTHS SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The staff and students who are involved in  

the Wellbeing programs would like to acknowledge  

the generosity of ‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford  

who provide us with bread.  
 

We express our appreciation and hope our school 

community can reciprocate. 

Rutherford 
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Rutherford 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1

