
   

 

13th SEPTEMBER 2024 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

16th Sept 

Year 10 LoveBites 
 

16th-25th Sept 

Year 11 Exams 
 

18th Sept 

Year Meetings 

Year 10 LoveBites 
 

19th Sept 

Rights and Freedom Excursion 

Women in STEM Industry Exposure 

Under 15 Boys Hunter NRL 9-a-Side Rugby League 

HSC Music Exam Day 1 
 

20th Sept 

Year 7 Gala Day 

Year 10 LoveBites 

HSC Music Exam Day 2 
 

23rd Sept 

Year 10 LoveBites 
 

26th Sept 

Under 13 Boys Hunter NRL 9-a-Side Rugby League 

Year 12 Luna Park Excursion 
 

27th Sept 

Kallan Egar Cup / Old Boys-Girls Day 

Last Day Term 4 

 

Monday 14th October 2024: Students & Staff Return  

Rutherford Technology  

High School 
 

Avery Street 

Rutherford NSW 2320 
 

Phone:  

02 4932 5999 
 

Email: 

rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Website: 

www.rutherford-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Friday   8:00am-3:30pm 

Outside of office hours, a message may 

be left on the school answering machine. 
 

An appointment is necessary before  

meeting with a staff member, including 

the Principal or Deputy Principal, as they 

have class, playground duty and other 

commitments during the school day.  

Please call our Administration Office to 

make an appointment..   

NEWSLETTER 

Congratulations to our current senior leaders who were presented  
with a School Leader Recognition Certificate and Thank You Letter  

by Rachel Watt on behalf of The Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP  
on Tuesday 10th September 2024. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

As the weather warms up it is great to see the students out in the playground making the most of the good weather. 
 
Congratulations to our exemplary PDHPE Faculty who have just won the ACHPER NSW School Award. A highly prestigious 
award that acknowledges all the wonderful work our team does within faculty, at a whole school level, at a regional level and 
at a state level - what an achievement. Reflecting on all the work this exceptional team is doing shows how much these staff 
members have all gone above and beyond. It is the commitment from our staff that makes our school great. 
 

We are keeping it REAL at Rutherford Technology High School with our ‘REAL Schools Word of the Week’. Staff have been 
given a mission to use a positively affective (secret) word of the week as much a possible to build student language and  
promote positive engagement. Student who guess the word of the week win a prize from Mr Robinson. Students submit their 
guesses via CANVAS. 
 

 
 
Extremely High Achievement:  
Congratulations to Annabelle Bridge who won a gold medal in her individual event and silver in her team 
event at Nationals. This makes her the best MC 15-16 year old female Cross Country runner in Australia. 
What an awesome achievement. We are all very proud. 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 Exams are About to Start:  

Please make sure you are aware of your exam timetable, study hard and strive for excellence in all of your subjects. Good 
Luck!  
 
Interim Reports:  
Please check your parent portal for these reports as they will be published towards the end of term. These are not the full 
reports, they are an indication of work ethic in class and attitude towards learning. Please feel free to contact the classroom 
teacher if there are any ongoing concerns. 
 
Year 12:  
Full end of year reports will be published at the end of the term. Please remember there is no longer printed copies of these, 
so you will need to check the parent portal. With Term 3 drawing to an end, and this being my final newsletter article while 
Year 12 are still at school, I want to take this time to thank the wonderful students and families for working so well with the 
school over the past few years that I have been their Deputy Principal. It has been a privilege to see them all grow into the  
caring and compassionate young adults they are. All students have now completed their major projects and will be studying 
hard in the lead up to their HSC examinations. It is important to remember that these examinations, while important, are not 
the only pathway to university or success and that many, many successful people have taken different avenues. In saying this, 
please use this time to study hard and be as prepared as you can be. 
 
Mr Michael Richards 
Deputy Principal Year 9 & Year 12 
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SCIENCE FACULTY REPORT 
 
The Science Faculty has been buzzing with activity, with students across all year levels engaging in exciting projects and 
competitions. Here’s a look at what’s been happening recently:  
 
STEM in Action 
Mr McGowan and a group of enthusiastic STEM students have been visiting local primary schools, running a series of  
STEM-based challenges. These visits aim to inspire younger students with hands-on activities that showcase the fun and 
importance of STEM education. 
 
Meanwhile, Ms Bassett and the Women in STEM group have been busy with weekly industry immersion excursions and  
incursions, providing them with invaluable first-hand insights into various STEM fields. They’ve visited top organisations such 
as the University of Newcastle, Orica, Port of Newcastle, AMP Control, Alpha Echo, Bluezone Group, and AGL, among  
others. These experiences are giving students a unique perspective on STEM career pathways. 
 
In Term 4, we are excited to welcome female STEM industry leaders from across NSW and beyond. These experts will be 
meeting with our Women in STEM students, as well as students from Rutherford Primary School, to discuss future  
opportunities in the field and encourage participation in the program. 
 
 
Welcoming New Marine Life 

 
 
 
We are also excited to welcome a variety of fish and yabbies to the Science Faculty. As 
part of our marine and aquaculture program, students have been busy setting up fish 
tanks and learning how to care for these animals, gaining hands-on  
experience in aquatic life.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Science Across Year Levels 
Science classes have been full of energy, with students actively engaged in learning: 
  
 • Year 7: Students have been exploring forces and building a variety of simple machines. They have just  
  completed their assessment task, which involved constructing models of simple machines. 
 • Year 8: Our budding scientists have been investigating mixtures and solutions. Their recent assessment involved 
  building and testing their own water filters - a great combination of creativity and science. 
 • Year 9: Students are delving into the world of waves, exploring topics such as sound and light. 
 • Year 10: The focus has been on genetics and evolution, with students examining the intricate details of DNA and 
  how it impacts our biological traits. 
 
 
Good Luck to Our Senior Students 
A big shout-out to our Year 11 Science students, who are about to begin their exams in Week 9. We wish them the best of 
luck as they prepare for this important milestone. 
 
Lastly, we want to thank our Year 12 students for their tremendous effort in their trial exams. With their HSC exams just 
around the corner, we encourage them to stay focused and finish strong. We are proud of everything they have achieved and 
wish them all the best in their final weeks of high school. 
 
Mr Jai Hancock 
Head Teacher Science Faculty 



 5 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 

Under 14’s 

Under 16’s 

Indigenous Students get a 
taste of  Air Force Life 

 

RAAF Williamtown has unveiled a new Indigenous Youth Program aimed at inspiring and recruiting 
Indigenous students from local communities.  

 
The program is designed to give Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students the opportunity to experience 

Defence culture and learn about the various roles undertaken by Royal Australian Air Force aviators. 
 

Under the supervision of Defence youth mentors, students are integrated into the team, including being issued 
with their own uniforms. Students participated in a number of hands-on activities focused on further developing 
their teamwork and leadership skills, whilst also learning about the many career pathways Air Force can offer. 
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National Health & Physical Education Day  
Wednesday 4th September 2024 

 
Rutherford Technology High School enjoyed celebrating National HPE Day.  

The morning kicked off with students being able to enjoy some delicious fruit kindly donated by Millers Produce, 
which continued during the day. At first break everyone got moving with some high energy fun on Just Dance.  

Then during second break, the hall was buzzing with excitement during the intense volleyball match with  
students v staff. It was fantastic to see our students staying physically active and making healthy food choices 
throughout the day. A huge thank you to everyone who made this day such a success, especially Mrs Cooper  

who went out of her way to organise everything - even in her absence! 
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Under 14’s 

Under 16’s 

UNDER 16 GIRLS HUNTER ALL SCHOOLS RUGBY 7’S 
 

On Wednesday 11th September 2024, we had our very talented Under 16 Girls represent the school  
at the Hunter All Schools Rugby 7’s Gala Day played at Waratah Oval.  

 
With very little rugby experience, a lot of determination and some expert coaching from 

Theresa Ngungutau, our girls proved to be a formidable team.  
 

After three consecutive wins in the pool phase, the girls made it to the semi finals and again came  
away with the win against Newcastle High. With the tough assignment against Hunter Sports High in 

the final, the girls come up short, going down to a very talented opposition.  
 

We would like to congratulate the girls on a fantastic result and their willingness to listen, learn,  
execute, and excel in a very difficult game of Rugby 7’s format, needs to be commended. 

Thank you to the Major Sponsor of our TSP Rugby League Program  

McDonalds Rutherford 



 8 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 

Under 14’s 

Under 16’s 

Thank you to the Major Sponsor of our TSP Rugby League Program  

UNDER 14 & UNDER 16 BOYS HUNTER ALL SCHOOLS RUGBY 7’S 
 

Tuesday 10th September 2024, we had both our Under 14 & Under 16 boys participate in the  
Hunter All Schools Rugby 7's Gala Day played at Waratah Oval. 

 
The Under 14’s played some sensational rugby, scoring magnificent tries and proving that with the limited 

experience they have, they could match it with the more fancied schools in the Hunter.  
Unfortunately they fell one try short of progressing through to the semi finals - well done boys. 

 
The Under 16’s had played a bit of rugby in the past and it proved to be an advantage as they were able  

to progress through the pool stage with four wins from four games. This meant they met St Pius-Adamstown 
in the final. At half time with a 10-0 advantage, the boys looked like they may be able to snatch an unlikely 

win. However, they were unable to hold off a fast finishing opposition and went down 12-10.  
A fantastic result and one they should be extremely proud off. 

 
A massive shout out to Frank Ngungutau who assisted with the coaching of both teams today - the  
coaches and players appreciated your wisdom and ability to motivate the boys throughout the day. 

Under 14’s & Under 16’s 

Under 14’s 



 9 

 

COMMITMENT RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 13th SEPTEMBER 2024 

Under 14’s 

Under 16’s 

  

INAUGURAL COALFIELDS ZONE INCLUSION GALA DAY 
 

On Friday 6th September 2024, our Support Unit took part in the first Hunter Initiative Gala Day that  
consisted of Support Faculties from schools in the Coalfields Area. 

 
On the day our students were lucky enough to complete a rotation ran by the NRL Development Program  

and had the privilege of learning skills from NRLW Newcastle Knights player, Kayla Romaniuk.  
Thank you NRL Development for supporting this event. 

 
Also, a very big thank you to Hunter School Sports Association for supporting the new initiative  

and donating medals to our winners of the day.  
 

The smiles on the students faces during the day showed it was a huge success and  
we can’t wait to attend again next year. 
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Under 14’s 

 

Tournament of Minds 
 
 
On Sunday 8th September 2024, Rutherford Technology High School students: El-Jay 
Andrews, Maria Celestine-Espiritu, Atheina Corpuz, Charlotte Papworth, Mackenzie 
Peachman, Xavier Rumel and Jade Soper competed in the Regional Tournament of 
Minds competition at Newcastle Grammar school in the discipline of Social Sciences.  
 

The team worked tirelessly on this challenge for six weeks. As a cohesive team they demonstrated creativity, intelligence and 
kindness. In addition, they won the Regional Competition and will be representing Hunter Region at the State Finals on  
Sunday 22nd September 2024 at the University of New South Wales in Sydney - we wish them luck. Congratulations to the 
other schools in their division: All Saints College, Francis Greenway High School & St Francis Xavier who were tough  
competition 
 
Tournament of Minds is a problem solving program for teams of students from both primary and secondary years.  
Tournament's aim, is to enhance the potential of our youth by developing diverse skills, enterprise, time management, and the 
discipline to work collaboratively within a challenging and competitive environment. 
 
They are required to solve demanding, open-ended challenges from one of the following disciplines: 
 

•  The Arts 

•  STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

•  Language Literature 

•  Social Sciences 
 

Miss Stewart, Mrs Halstvedt & Mrs Scorringe 
Tournament of Minds Coordinators 
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Logan.K  Commitment to learning in Music 

Miah.C  Excellent enthusiasm in all SLR lessons 

Mikayla.P  Dedication in Drama 

Monique.P  Excellent performance in the RTHS work experience program 

Khloe.S  Commitment to learning in English 

Riley.J  Commitment to learning in Modern History 

Kayla.B  Exceptional efforts in completing work in ICT, Semester 1 

Kayla.R  Positive start to Term 3 Japanese 

Finn.C  Enthusiasm in organising and coordinating in-school chess competitions 

Addy.D  Exceptional application and effort in Mathematics 

Isaiah.S  Consistent effort and participation in PDHPE 
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Hannah.K  Commitment to learning in Modern History 

Kyana.G  Exceptional effort in completing work in Japanese 

Jai.D   Consistent effort in Visual Arts 

Jayden.D  Exceptional application and effort in Mathematics 

Chace.C  Consistent application and effort in Computing Studies 

Kyle.W  Thoughtful approach to PDHPE theory concepts 

Brooke.M  Demonstrating improved commitment in English 

Logan.C  Commitment to learning in Visual Arts 

Talia.H  Excellent performance in the RTHS work experience program 

Bridget.W  Showing commitment to her studies and always productively working during study 

   periods 

Cooper.B  Always being respectful and responsible in the workshop and completing a fantastic 

   Semester 1 project 

Kayla.G  Application and commitment in English 

Tyler.M  Exceptional efforts in completing work in ICT, Semester 1 

Sophie.F  Outstanding commitment in TSP Football 

Levi.VS  Excellent application of theoretical knowledge in Mathematics 
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LEGACY ARE STILL ACCEPTING DONATIONS VIA THE QR CODE 

Thank you to Year 11 Senior Leader, 
Jeremy Bourke, who represented 

Rutherford Technology High School  
and supported Legacy selling  

merchandise for Legacy Badge Day 
at Rutherford Marketplace on  
Friday 6th September 2024. 
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In Week 7, Rutherford Technology High School celebrated Literacy and Numeracy Week.  
 

This week is a chance to acknowledge our students achievements in developing their literacy and  
numeracy skills and the importance of them in our daily lives.  

 
Literacy and Numeracy is everywhere.  

 
No matter what path you take in life you need these skills to help you think critically, communicate  

with others and help you solve problems you may encounter in your day-to-day life. 
 

To commemorate the week, each day we offered activities in the Library for students to show  
off their incredible skills.  

 
Congratulations to all our participating students and a special mention for the following students  

were exceptional in their participation and they won the competitions which were ran: 
 

Lucas.F; Jeremiah.R; Chloe.B; Darcie.K; Codie.ST; Cooper.E; Christian.J; Angus.O; Aiden.Q; Sieuri.S 
 

Check out the following literacy and numeracy activities on the following pages that you can  
undertake at home to continue building these essential skills.  

 
Ms Jessica Cole 
English Faculty 
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Thank you,  

RTHS Numeracy Team  
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Rutherford Technology High School canteen is operated by the P&C and offers online ordering 

through Flexischools. Our canteen has EFTPOS available and whilst we encourage cashless payments, 

cash is still accepted. Flexischools ordering MUST be in by 9:00am and in accordance with Healthy 

School Canteens, pies and sausage rolls are only available at ‘Break 1’.   

 

                                          

 

                                           

     

Canteen Roster 

Monday 16th September 2024 Volunteer Required 

Tuesday 17th September 2024 Donna Nichols 

Wednesday 18th September 2024 Volunteer Required 

Thursday 19th September 2024 Donna Nichols 

Friday 20th September 2024 Donna Nichols 

Monday 23rd September 2024 Volunteer Required 

Tuesday 24th September 2024 Donna Nichols 

Wednesday 25th September 2024 Volunteer Required 

Thursday 26th September 2024 Donna Nichols 

Friday 27th September 2024 Donna Nichols 
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Uniform Shop Hours: 
 

Tuesday 8:00am-12:00 noon 

Thursday  1:00pm-5:00pm 

Purchase Online: https://daylightschoolwear.au/rutherford 

Please ensure all orders are collected from the Uniform Shop 

MASTERCARD, VISA & EFTPOS ACCEPTED & CASH ACCEPTED - NO CHEQUE PAYMENTS. NO LAYBY. 

*Prices are subject to change without notice 

The wearing of school uniform at Rutherford Technology High School is mandatory.   
The school uniform is manufactured and sold by Daylight Sportswear at a dedicated onsite Uniform Shop at the 

school. This is the ONLY location that the school uniform is available for purchase.    
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Rutherford Technology High School P&C Association 
20% of every membership we sell, goes directly to our fundraising.  

Order your membership online today! 

www.entbook.com.au/3k4872 

Now you can enjoy the best restaurants, cafes, fine dining and shopping with your family while donating to your favourite cause.  
 

Thank your for supporting for Rutherford Technology High School P&C Association  
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PCYC will have their Safer Driver Courses available during the upcoming school holidays. 
 

Any student with a Health Care Card or Concession Card or living in Out of Home Care are eligible 
to do the course fully fee exempt - contact your local PCYC for further information in this regard. 
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Maitland 

Rutherford Technology High School has an  

Official Facebook Page – just go to Facebook  

and look for ‘Rutherford Technology High School 

NSW Official Site’ and click on ‘Like’. 
 

We will be using the Facebook page to keep everyone 

informed about events at the school, important dates for your 

diary, and general information about the school. 
 

Link:    

http://www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

Maitland 

RTHS SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The staff and students who are involved in  

the Wellbeing programs would like to acknowledge  

the generosity of ‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford  

who provide us with bread.  
 

We express our appreciation and hope our school 

community can reciprocate. 

Rutherford 
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Rutherford 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1

