
   

 

22nd SEPTEMBER 2023 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

 

 

22nd Sept Last Day: Term 3 
 

9th Oct First Day: Term 4 

 (Students & Staff Return) 
 

11th Oct- 

3rd Nov HSC Exams 
 

13th Oct U/13 Boys 9-a-Side Rugby League 
 

13th Oct KYPS Presentation 
 

14th Oct Australian Referendum  
 

20th Oct U/15 Boys 9-a-Side Rugby League 
 

20th Oct U/14 Boys Cricket 

 

 

 

 

Rutherford Technology  

High School 
 

Avery Street 

Rutherford NSW 2320 
 

Phone:  

02 4932 5999 
 

Email: 

rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Website: 

www.rutherford-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Friday   8:00am-3:30pm 

Outside of office hours, a message may 

be left on the school answering machine. 
 

An appointment is necessary before  

meeting with a staff member, including 

the Principal or Deputy Principal, as they 

have class, playground duty and other 

commitments during the school day.  

Please call our Administration Office to 

make an appointment..   

NEWSLETTER 

A very big congratulations to Year 8 students, Andrea Sherin & Lotus Antoni 
(team ‘DairyWay’) for being awarded the winners of the 2023 OrbiSpace 

Initiative Pitch Competition on Monday 11th September 2023. 
 

DairyWay delivered an exceptional pitch to the board of investors and  
claimed first place as the best Innovation Pitch for 2023. This is a 
phenomenal achievement and came with a great deal of praise  

from the board of investors judging the competition. 
 

The team was tasked with the mission statement to "produce an  
innovation that targets the reduction of emission in the NSW dairy industry". 

The girls marketed and branded a company that recycles spoilt milk and 
chemically synthesises it into Casein plastic. This plastic derived from  

spoilt milk would then be used to manufacture biodegradable milk cartons.   
 

As the winners of the 2023 TOI competition, DairyWay has been granted a 
$1000 prize for the school, and, been invited on a fully funded trip to the 
University of NSW to be a part of their future of innovators prestigious  

program, becoming a part of the UNSW Digital Grid Futures Institute in 2024. 
In addition to this, DairyWay has also been invited personally by the  

Honourable Minister for Finance and Natural Resources,  
the Hon Courtney Houssos, to visit Parliament for a tour. 

 

Also, special congratulations to Kaley Rawk, also of Year 8, for specifically 
being recognised and called upon by the Honourable Minister for Finance and 
Natural Resources for being "an exceptional female industry leader with the 

world at her fingertips" who was impressed with Kaley’s maturity and 
"commitment to being a leader in female STEM pathways". 
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

As another term draws to an end, we look back on what was another productive and educational  
10 weeks. Some recent highlights include: 
 
Ned is off to Nationals: If you haven’t seen on our school Facebook page, the amazing Ned Sutherland  
has smashed the State Athletics Carnival collecting a bag full of medals, and now will be attending the  
All-Schools Championships in the holidays (22nd-25th September 2023) at Sydney Olympic Park. 
 
An Outstanding Achievement: Miss Basset and the Orbispace team specifically Andrea Sherin and Lotus Antoni of Year 8 
were awarded the winners of the 2023 OrbiSpace Initiative Pitch Competition. Their project "DairyWay" delivered an  
exceptional pitch to the board of investors and claimed first place as the best Innovation Pitch for 2023. This is a phenomenal 
achievement and came with a great deal of praise from the board of investors judging the competition.  
 
Year 11 exams have been a huge success this week and last with our senior students busy studying and striving for  
excellence in all their subjects. Students have been positive about their upcoming results, and we look forward to seeing what 
achievements are ahead of them in Year 12 next term. 
 
The End of an Era: Year 12 this week will be enjoying a range of fun end of year activities as this is their last week of school 
before they sit their HSC exams next term. Some of the fun activities include out of uniform days, a trip to Taronga Zoo and 
the annual Minions Day. Year 12 are coming to the end of their 13 years of schooling. All students have now completed their 
practical submissions and will be studying hard in the lead up to their HSC examinations. It is important to remember that 
these examinations, while important, are not the only pathway to university or success and that many, many successful  
people have taken different avenues for their success. In saying this please use this time to study hard and be as prepared as 
you can be. 
 
Year 7 gala day was a huge success - Congratulations to all our participants in both the boys’ and girls’ competition. We  
dominated right until the end, almost taking out the prize ….. pipped at the post. 
 
Interim Reports: Please check your parent portal for these reports as they will be published by today. These are not the full 
reports, they are an indication of work ethic in class and attitude towards learning. Please feel free to contact the classroom 
teacher if there are any concerns. 
 
Have a Break: With two weeks off we wish everyone a safe and recharging holiday period. Please use this time to relax, be 
with family and friends and get yourself ready for Term 4.  
 
Mr Michael Richards 
Deputy Principal - Year 8 & Year 11 
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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
In Term 4, our school is taking part in the Tell Them From Me student survey Snapshot 2. The survey will  
provide us with valuable feedback on what our students think about school life, how engaged they are with 
school and the different ways that teachers interact with them.  
 
The survey is run by an independent research company, The Learning Bar, which specialises in school-based  
surveys. 
 
As well as providing our school with feedback from our students, the survey has a broader purpose. It  
provides the Department of Education, through the Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation, with  
insights into student wellbeing, engagement, and effective teaching practices for ongoing school  
improvement. This is done by using non-identifying student data from across NSW.   
 
This survey is confidential, and staff in schools will not be able to identify individual students from their  
responses.  
 
To ensure confidentiality, participating students will receive a unique username and password. Information is 
only reported where five or more students answer a question. All information will be handled according to  
relevant privacy legislation. Students’ personal information will not be disclosed by the department to any 
other person or body other than as required by law. Individual students will not be identified in any  
publications.  
 
The survey is online, takes 15 to 30 minutes, and will take place at school during school hours. We will receive 
a report on our school’s survey results shortly after our students complete the survey.  
 
Participating in the survey is voluntary. If any survey questions make your child uncomfortable, your child 
can skip the question or can choose to stop the survey at any time.  
 
If you do not want your child/children to take part in the survey, please complete the form on the last 
page of this newsletter and return it to the school by 10th October 2023. 
 
More information about the survey and the research is available in English at education.nsw.gov.au/ttfm 
 
Simone Hughes 
Principal 
Rutherford Technology High School 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING FACULTY REPORT 
 
HSC Exit Planning 
Over the past two terms Year 12 have been working with Mr Butler and Mr Hunt to plan for their post-school lives. This has 
involved the development of an exit plan, resume and cover letter writing, applying for university and early entry programs, 
career research sessions, applying for TAFE and applying for apprenticeships, traineeships and other employment  
opportunities.  
 
Many of our university applicants have already received early entry offers at the University of Newcastle, Charles Sturt  
University, the University of Wollongong and other universities. Students will receive more offers over coming weeks and 
months. Congratulations to those students who have received university course offers for 2024. It is fantastic to see your hard 
work paying off.  
 
A special mention for one of our Year 12 students and SRC members, Sammantha Dunkley, who has been successful in 
gaining a mechanical apprenticeship with Westrac at Tomago. Sam has worked tirelessly toward her goals, completing  
Automotive at TAFE in 2022, work experience placements and keeping up with her school commitments. Undoubtedly, she 
will excel in her new career and is praised on being successful in Westrac’s very competitive application process.  
 
 
Year 10 Subject Selection 
Year 10 have also been working closely with our Careers staff to complete the first stages of our senior subject selection  
process for Year 11 2024. Over recent weeks, Year 10 classes have taken part in subject selection presentations and  
workshops with Mr Butler and Mr Hunt. They have learnt about HSC and ATAR requirements, including HSC moderation and 
ATAR scaling. Students have also had the opportunity to investigate external VET options for next year and seek advice from 
Mr Hunt and Mr Butler about which subjects are suitable for their future career paths. Now that Year 10 have completed their 
initial selections, the next stage of the process will be individual interviews that will occur in the early weeks of Term 4.  
 
 
Careers NSW Interviews 
A significant number of Year 10 students have chosen to participate in career planning interviews with Careers Practitioner 
Louise Mann from Careers NSW. Careers NSW offers high school students personalised career guidance and counselling to 
help them explore their interests, set goals, and make informed decisions about their future career paths. Louise has been 
extremely impressed by the knowledge and motivation shown by students in these interviews which is a credit to them. Well 
done Year 10. These interviews are continuing in Term 4. Please contact Mr Butler if your student would like to be involved.  
 
 
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
An SBAT, or School-Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship, allows high school students to gain practical work experience 
and industry-specific skills while completing their studies, providing a valuable head start in their chosen career and the  
opportunity to earn a wage or gain qualifications at the same time. At Rutherford Technology High School, we have over 30 
students across Year 11 and 12 who undertake an SBAT program. Congratulations to the following Year 12 students who 
have completed their SBAT in 2023: 
 
► Skye Adam - Certificate III in Business with ANZ 
► Jordan Bungard - Certificate III  in Information and Digital Technology with Network ICT 
► Jacinta Coward, Ellie Pilgrim, Lori Twaddell, Chloe Wyborn & Mia Paget - Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and 
 Care with various local employers  
► Millie Gallagher - Certificate III in Individual Support (Aging) with Kurri Kurri Masonic Village  

 
We would also like to recognise Katie Holloway and Reese O'Donnell who transferred in May of this year from 
School based to fulltime Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care with their employers.  
 
Congratulations to the following Year 10 students who have secured SBATs commencing in 2024:  
► Cora Hodder - Certificate III in Retail with Dominos  
► Kiara Bishop - Certificate III in Health Care Assistance with Hunter New England Health 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING 
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VET  
Congratulations to all Year 12 VET students who have completed their studies in a range of VET areas at Rutherford  
Technology High School, these are: 
 
► Certificate II in Construction Pathways 
► Certificate II in Hospitality 
► Certificate III in Information and Digital Technology 
► Certificate I in Manufacturing and Engineering 
► Certificate II in Primary Industries 
► Certificate III in Retail 
► Certificate III in Sports Coaching 
 
 
Upcoming Events / Opportunities 
Parent/Caregivers and Year 9, 10 and 11 are encouraged to keep an eye on your emails, our school Facebook page for 
events and opportunities coming up in Term 4, this will include: 
 
► Job Ready Workshops 
► STEM Careers Expo 
► Australia Defence Force Expo 
► Industry Focus Workshops – Trades, Hospitality/Retail, Community Services 
► Impressions 10 Mock Interview (Year 10) 
 
Mr Toby Butler 
Head Teacher Vocational Education & Training 
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Rutherford Technology High School have students with incredibly brilliant and creative minds.  
 
On Sunday 27th August 2023,  seven students: Zack Biggers, Noah Roser-McCole, El-Jay Andrews, Sarah Brazier,  
Maddison Peachman, Abigail-Lily Monck-Taylor and Ivy Chandler, competed in Tournament of Minds Regional Competition  
at Newcastle Grammar School.  
 
These amazing students spent six weeks creating and preparing a presentation that was based on art, Aboriginal culture,  
persuasive techniques and, above all, teamwork. Due to their dedication, creativity and support of each other, they won 
Regional Finals! 
 
Two weeks later they competed in Sydney, at the University of NSW, at State Finals and again displayed their determination, 
teamwork and creativity. While their journey ended at the State Finals this year we couldn’t be more proud of their incredible 
efforts. 
 
Mrs Scorringe, Mrs Halstvedt and Miss Belle 
Tournament of Minds Coordinators 
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Rutherford Technology High School says a huge congratulations to Ned Sutherland who last week 
travelled Sydney to compete at the State Athletics Championships at Sydney Olympic Park. 

 

Ned came home with a bag full of medals gaining two golds in the 800m and Javeline.  
Ned also came second in 200m and Shot Put and then just narrowly missing out on  

a podium finish coming fourth in the 100m and Discuss. 
 

Ned will now compete during the holidays at the All Schools Championships on the  
22nd-25th September 2023. Ned will be representing NSW Combined High Schools 

in six events and we wish him all the very best. 
 

A big thank you to all staff for their support and contribution towards Ned’s fundraising  
to assist with financial costs associated with attending the next event. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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List of the students that received PBL Awards for Term 3: 2023 

Well done! 

 
Year 7 
Evie Wolf 
Bailey Gorsch 
Bella-Rose Challen 
Brydee Pratt 
Jessica Lake 
Maverick Ford 
Sophia Gray 
Caleb Stanko 
Emily Conder 
Sasha Collier 
Tim Morriss 
Thomas Cant 
  
Lexi Ross 
  
Evie Wolf 

  

  
 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility  
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
  
Deadly Champion 
  
Overall Champion Term 3 

 
Year 8 
Mia Hoolahan 
Lara Burns 
Matthew Futcher 
Annabelle Bridge 
Ava Swanbrough 
Angel Sparrow 
Grace Spooner 
Tahlia Sheen 
Angel Ngungutau 
Hayden Banning 
Kayla Guest 
Jack Cashen 
  
Noah Spithill-King 
  
Ava Swanbrough 

  
 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility  
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
  
Deadly Champion 
  
Overall Champion Term 3 

  

 
Year 9 
Jai Thompson-Brady 
Jake Guest 
Oscar Jansen 
Brooke Viles 
Natalie Lodo 
Zoe Sellen 
Brock Laidlaw 
Blake Adams 
Bryson Snell 
Tomiko Henry-Cook 
Ella Black 
Shane Whitfield  
 
Zeplin Burt 
  
Jake Guest 

  
 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility  
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
  
Deadly Champion 
  
Overall Champion Term 3 

  

 
Year 10 
Ryan Smith 
Drew Fullerton 
Grace Rutherford 
Nash Nugent 
Ian See 
Blayde Hoy 
Zalliah Jackson 
Saraha Higgison 
Lucy Jansen 
Joel Stafford 
Nicole Balkham 
Jonah Watson 
  
Jade Wilson 
  
Grace Rutherford 

  

  
 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
  
Deadly Champion 
  
Overall Champion Term 3 

  

 
Year 11 
Rhys Davis-Eather 
Rylan Staples 
Cameron Goff 
Allison Boxsell 
Dakota Woodward 
Wil Anderson 
Toby Johnson 
Blake Baxter 
Bethany Corrigan 
Ella-Rose Owen 
Hayley Carson 
Tyrone Blanch 
  
Chloe Miezes 
  
Rhys Davis-Eather  

  

  
 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect  
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility  
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
  
Deadly Champion 
  
Overall Champion Term 3 

 
Year 12 
Phoebe Oldham 
Ciena Tipping 
Isabella Malone 
Hollie Fogarty 
Blayden Bailey 
Thomas Beldon 
Sharee Blackwell 
Holly Johnson 
Kara Matthews 
Jack Kerry  
Cooper Nemeth 
Ned Sutherland 
  
Bethani Fenwick 
  
Phoebe Oldham  

  

  
 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
  
Deadly Champion 
  
Overall Champion Term 3 
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PBL Award Recipients -Term 3: 2023 
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Numeracy Rap Battles 
 

Thinking about rhyming and maths …. 

 

In his rap Harry rhymes ’addition’ with ‘magician. 

What other maths rhymes can you think of? 

Can you think of rhymes for the words below? 

Maybe you can add some more maths words to try and rhyme - what about some 

numbers or shapes? 

 

Maths Words:    Rhymes With ….. 
 

• Add 

• Divide 

• Sum 

• Money 

• Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you,  

RTHS Numeracy Team  
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We are excited that we have two of our very own students in this fabulous production  

happening in the October school holidays at the Performing Arts Centre Cessnock.  
Use the code STUDENT to get discounted tickets to see the show.  

https://www.mypacc.com.au/Whats-on/Finding-Nemo-Jr.  
 

The two cast members from Rutherford Technology High School are:  
Khalia McWilliams and Tiana McWilliams.  

 
This is an incredibly valuable opportunity for young people from the Hunter region.  

This new Disney production contains all the characters and songs from the animated 
feature film as well as brand new songs from the Broadway show and will be performed 

at the Performing Arts Centre Cessnock in the upcoming October school holidays. 
 

The cast is made up of over thirty young people aged between 9 and 18 years from all 
over the Hunter and will be produced by a first class creative team from Hunter Drama. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
Make sure you don’t leave it too late as general tickets are selling fast! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mypacc.com.au%2FWhats-on%2FFinding-Nemo-Jr&data=05%7C01%7Cmaxine.creek%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cd06ee0ee810344881c7508dbb50a15e8%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638302827142797442%7C
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Daylight Schoolwear have extended their 20% off sale by one  
week for ONLINE SALES ONLY. 
 
The sale will run through until midnight Friday 29th September 2023  
with pick up from the uniform shop Week 1: Term 4 as uniform shops are  
closed during school holidays. 

ONLINE SALES ONLY 
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Maitland 

Rutherford Technology High School has an  

Official Facebook Page – just go to Facebook  

and look for “Rutherford Technology High School 

NSW Official Site” and click on “Like”. 
 

We will be using the Facebook page to keep everyone 

informed about events at the school, important dates for your 

diary, and general information about the school. 
 

Link:    

http://www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

Maitland 

RTHS SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff and students would like to acknowledge  

the generosity of  ‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford  

who now provide our Wellbeing Faculty with bread. 

There are many local businesses who donate  

their time, service or products to our school.   

We express our appreciation and hope our  

school community can reciprocate. 

Rutherford 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 22nd SEPTEMBER 2023 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 22nd SEPTEMBER 2023 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 22nd SEPTEMBER 2023 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 22nd SEPTEMBER 2023 RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 22nd SEPTEMBER 2023 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1
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Tell Them From Me Student Survey Non-consent Form 

 
If you do not want your child to participate in the student feedback survey, please sign this form and return 
it to the school by Wednesday 10th October 2023. 
 
 I DO NOT give consent for my child/children to participate in the Tell Them From Me student survey. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name of  Parent/Carer ________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Carer ________________________________________________________ 

Date    ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name of Student 1   Roll Class of Student 1 

  
Name of Student 2 

    
Roll Class of Student 2 

  
Name of Student 3 

    
Roll Class of Student 3 

  
Name of Student 4 

    
Roll Class of Student 4 
 
 
 

     
 


