
   

 

28th JULY 2023 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

1st Aug Term 3: Week 3 P&C Meeting 
 

2nd to 

11th Aug Trial HSC Exams 
 

2nd Aug Year Meetings 
 

2nd Aug Support Excursion Expo 
 

2nd Aug Provide First Aid Course 
 

2nd Aug LMG Education Week Award   

 Ceremony 
 

3rd Aug Yr 9 & Yr 10 Netball Gala Day 
 

3rd Aug RAAF Career Connect Industry 

 Tour 
 

4th Aug Australian Mathematics Comp 
 

8th Aug Dress for Success 
 

8th Aug Subject Selections 

 (Yr 8 into Yr 8 + Year 10 into Yr 11) 
 

9th Aug White Card Course 
 

10th Aug HSC Timber Major Projects Due 
 

11th Aug U/15’s Netball Gala Day 

Rutherford Technology  

High School 
 

Avery Street 

Rutherford NSW 2320 
 

Phone:  

02 4932 5999 
 

Email: 

rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

Website: 

www.rutherford-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Friday   8:00am-3:30pm 

Outside of office hours, a message may 

be left on the school answering machine. 
 

An appointment is necessary before  

meeting with a staff member, including 

the Principal or Deputy Principal, as they 

have class, playground duty and other 

commitments during the school day.  

Please call our Administration Office to 

make an appointment..   

NEWSLETTER 

Outside of school, Year 7 student - Cooper Hall,  
has been achieving great results in his chosen sport of Softball. 

 

Cooper has had a busy year to date on the sporting field with 
many softball accomplishments. 

 

Cooper was selected to play for the NSW Country Sliders team in this years 
regional championship where he played against other states throughout  
Australia in Redcliffe (QLD) with his team finishing 5th out of nine teams.  

He played well, pitched amazing and had many strike outs.  
 

Cooper was also selected for the Hunter Academy of sports for softball  
and this is a big achievement for Cooper because he was actually too  

young to play for this team but they made a an exception for him.  
 

Cooper had a great time in both tournaments and learnt so much as a person. 
 

Well done Cooper! 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

On behalf of the school staff, I congratulate all students and parents for a very positive start to  
Semester 2. I would also like to compliment and thank students for doing their best to display our 
values of Respect, Responsibility and Commitment with how well they have worked in class and 
maintained their effort since school has returned.  
 
We provide our students with opportunities to excel at their studies and the many other activities 
that are offered at our school. As well as an extensive curriculum, we excel in sport and the arts 
with students given multiple opportunities to participate and represent the school and  
community.  
 
Our focus on creating safe and respectful learning environments is based on our high expectations for student behaviour that 
relate to safety expectations, respectful behaviour expectations and engagement expectations. At Rutherford Technology 
High School we have a zero tolerance to violent behaviour and behaviour where students use aggressive and  
offensive language aimed at teaching staff.   

 
We strive to create an atmosphere where all students feel welcome, supported and valued. We ask that parents and  
caregivers partner with us to promote positive behaviour both in and out of school. 
 
 
Staffing  
This term we welcome to the Rutherford Technology High School staff: 
 
 •  Mr Peter Cook and Mr Jack Murphy to the TAS Faculty 

 •  Mrs Stephanie Mole has stepped into the Deputy Principal chair for the remainder of 2023  

 • Mrs Samantha Linhart is relieving Head Teacher English 

 
 
Trial HSC Exams 
Year 12 Trial HSC Exams are scheduled for Weeks 3 and 4. Rutherford Technology High School will be following DoE and 
NESA guidelines for these exams. Students have all been provided with their exam timetable and rules and responsibilities. 
Students must wear full school uniform for all exams. 
 
 
Uniform 
Thank you to the vast majority of parents who have assisted in ensuring their child is dressed in appropriate school uniform 
each day. When all our students dress in the correct uniform, it sends a strong and positive message to our community about 
the standards and values of Rutherford Technology High School and demonstrates the pride that the students have for their 
school.  Our uniform shop is open Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon. Families can order and pay online.  
 
 
Semester 1 Reports 
At the end of Semester 1 we published semester 1 reports for students in Years 7-10 on the parent portal. If you are unable to 
access please contact the front office between 9:00am and 3:00pm and our staff will be able to walk you through the portal. 
Please note we do not print reports unless specifically requested. If you have concerns about your child’s academic progress, 
please phone and arrange a time to speak to staff over the phone. 
 
 
Attendance 
Rutherford Technology High School offers significant supports for our students including but not limited to support staff and 
programs to assist students with their learning above and beyond their normal classroom teachers and it is important to 
encourage them to seek help if they need it.  
 
Also, just a reminder to all students and their families that regular attendance at school is essential if students are to reach 
their potential. Our school, in partnership with parents, makes school attendance a very high priority. Don’t forget that good 
school attendance leads to better school results, better peer relationships and better life chances! Support your child’s  
success at school by getting them here right up until the end of the year! If you have concerns about your child’s attendance 
please make an appointment with Mr Ben O’Leary, Deputy Principal Attendance. 
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-2- 
NAIDOC Week 
This week Rutherford Technology High School celebrated NAIDOC Week 2023. National NAIDOC Week celebrations are 
held across Australia in the first week of July each year (Sunday to Sunday), to celebrate and recognise the history, culture 
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  
 
NAIDOC Week is an opportunity for all Australians to learn about First Nations cultures and histories and participate in  
celebrations of the oldest, continuous living cultures on earth. This year's Theme is 'For Our Elders’.  
 
Across every generation, our Elders have played, and continue to play, an important role and hold a prominent place in our 
communities and families. They are cultural knowledge holders, trailblazers, nurturers, advocates, teachers, survivors, lead-
ers, hard workers and our loved ones. Our loved ones who pick us up in our low moments and celebrate us in our high ones. 
Who cook us a feed to comfort us and pull us into line, when we need them to.  They guide our generations and pave the way 
for us to take the paths we can take today. Guidance, not only through generations of advocacy and activism, but in everyday 
life and how to place ourselves in the world.  We draw strength from their knowledge and experience, in everything from land 
management, cultural knowledge to justice and human rights. Across multiple sectors like health, education, the arts, politics 
and everything in between, they have set the many courses we follow. The struggles of our Elders help to move us forward 
today. The equality we continue to fight for is found in their fight. Their tenacity and strength has carried the survival of our 
people. It is their influence and through their learnings that we must ensure that when it comes to future decision making for 
our people, there is nothing about us - without us. We pay our respects to the Elders we’ve lost and to those who continue 
fighting for us across all our Nations and we pay homage to them.  
 
Thank you to our hard-working Aboriginal Education Team led by Mrs Michelle Keyes for the week of activities and cultural 
education. 
 

 
2023 NAIDOC Award Recipients 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Simone Hughes 
Principal 
 

 
Year 7 
  
Emit 
Chelsea 
Maverick 
Jessica 
Taya 
Jaxon 
Cade 
Sean 
  

 
Year 8 
  
Chayse  Ryder 
Riley   Ailani 
Annabelle  Nash 
Lara   Lexie 
Stevie   Grace 
Alirah-Jane  Shano 
Khyteisha  Tyler 
Thomas  Narlah 
Gracie  Kiara 
  

 
Year 9 
  
Zepplin 
Brock 
Kaylee 
Abigail-Lily 
Nate 
Sylis 
Liam 
Cherry 
  

 
Year 10 
  
Blake 
Alex 
Mia 
Riley 
Katelin 
Sham 
Shorno 
Caleb 
Jade 

 
Year 11 
  
Kiesha 
Lily 
Vili 
Alyssa 
Makayla 
Sophie 
Issabell 
Portia 

 
Year 12 
  
Blayden  Trinity 
Bethani  Jayln 
Hollie   Adam 
Brady   Phoebe 
Lakeysha  Mia 
Jack   Ellie 
Rusty   Jarrod 
Kara    
  
  

 
Junior AECG Award:   Amelia 
  
 
Star Struck Performers:  Taya, Cade, Mackenzie, Kaydence, Grace, Ebony, Amelia & Mia 
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Rutherford Technology High School NAIDOC Week celebrations commenced on Tuesday  
25th July 2023 with our NAIDOC Assembly and Grandparents Morning Tea. Our assembly was a  

fantastic opportunity to celebrate the efforts and showcase the talents of our Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students. We would like to acknowledge the students who spoke, danced and performed, 
all of whom represented themselves, the school and their culture with pride. We'd also like to thank the 

parents, carers, grandparents and guests who attended the assembly and morning tea. 
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ENGLISH FACULTY REPORT 
 
Welcome back to Semester 2. We’ve had a positive start to the year and look forward to more of the same in the semester to 
come. To celebrate the successes of our first semester in English we’d like to start on a positive note. 
 
Shout outs from the English Faculty to: 
 
 ◊ 10L for having a positive attitude and mature approach to their studies in English.  
 ◊ 10R for representing the school well in their local community when they attended the “Lord of the Flies” excursion.  
 ◊ 9T for dedicating themselves to writing their essays.  
 ◊ 7K for increased commitment to completing their library lessons.  
 ◊ 9L for creating a pleasant classroom environment.  
 ◊ 8M for their consistent hard work.  
 ◊ 10M for increased effort in class.  
 ◊ 8A for being a supportive class and helping each other with their learning.  
 ◊ 10H for creating an enjoyable classroom environment.  
 
We’d also like to send a reminder that with our new units starting this term we will again have an end-of-term assessment 
task, which will require students to demonstrate the skills and knowledge we have built throughout the term. For Years 7-10 
these tasks will be due in Week 9, so keep an eye out for the notifications with specific details and dates for each task.  
Students will be provided with time and support in class to help them prepare for these tasks, but they will also need to take 
some responsibility to ensure these are completed and submitted on time. Year 11 are also finishing up their course in Term 
3, with final assessments due and their Yearly Exams in Week 9.   
 
As always, this semester is particularly important for our Year 12 students, who are just about to sit their Trial HSC Exams. 
After these, they will be winding up their six years of high school as they focus on preparing for their HSC in Term 4. It is 
imperative that they use these last few months wisely to revise what they have studied throughout the year and practise their 
skills – it’s been a long journey to get to this point and with just a little more time and focus, they will be able to achieve these 
final steps. We wish them all the best in achieving their goals and dreams. 
 
It's also a big term for Year 10 students, who are about to begin the process of subject selection for Year 11 and 12. While 
students have been provided information on the different English courses available, to assist them in making the right choice 
it is essential to discuss what the best option is with their class teacher and the head teacher. Our Year 10 English course 
has been specifically designed to give students a good idea of the expectations of the different senior courses, as well as  
student performance in the course being a good indicator of what senior course they are best suited for. Please do not  
hesitate to contact us if you wish to discuss course choices further. 
 
This term we welcome Mrs Clifton to the English Faculty and with Ms Mole stepping into relieve as Deputy Principal, Mrs  
Linhart will be relieving as Head Teacher English. Some changes, yes, but still familiar faces in English this semester who are 
as always willing to assist students with any queries or support they might require. Just come and have a chat with us when 
needed. 
 
Mrs Sam Linhart 
Head Teacher English Faculty 
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Hello, Year 8 Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome back to Term 3. 
 
Mr Connaughton and Miss Earl would like to congratulate our wonderful Year 8 students for all of their hard work, effort and 
achievements with their academic studies and involvement in sporting teams and extra curricular activities during Semester 1.  
 
Athletics Carnival 
Last term we held the school athletics carnival at Maitland athletics centre. It was great to see so many Year 8 students in 
attendance. Congratulations to all of the students who made it through to zone and regionals.  
 
Age champions for Year 8:  13 Girls Laila Malone  
     14 Girls Sienna Frost  
     13 Boys  Connor Smoothly  
     14 Boys Charlie Hall 
 
Dance News  
Well done to all of the Year 8 students who participated in the Starstruck performances last term. All of your hard work and 
dedication towards rehearsals was demonstrated throughout your performances.  
 
Congratulations to our amazing Year 8 dancers who performed at Hunter Dance Festival on Monday night. Well done girls!  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PBL Assembly 
Well done and congratulations to the Year 8 students who were recognised at the Semester 1 PBL Assembly for  
demonstrating our school core values, Respect, Responsibility and Commitment. Keep up the great work.  
 
 
NAIDOC Week 
This week we had a number of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students participate in a range of NAIDOC activities. 
Also, congratulations to the students who received an award, participated in the performances or spoke at the NAIDOC  
Assembly.  
 
Well done Year 8 on a great Semester 1. Mr Connaughton and Miss Earl look forward to seeing Year 8 achieve amazing 
things in Semester 2.  
 
 
Miss Jade Earl 
Year 8 Assistant Year Adviser 
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Ava    Consistent Effort and Application in PDHPE 

Cherry   Enthusiastic Approach to Japanese Studies 

Ciara   Consistent Effort in Woodwork  

Deegan  Exceptional Application and Effort in Mathematics 

Eliza    Exceptional Application and Effort in Mathematics 

Emma    Excelling in her Commitment to Learning in CAPA 

Haylee   Consistent Display of PBL Values 

Indyana   Outstanding Commitment to all Areas of Retail Services 

Isabella    Dedication and Commitment to Learning in English 

Jai    Commitment to Learning in HSIE 

Jessica   Demonstrating a Commitment towards learning in Science 

Kaydence   Enthusiastic Approach to Japanese Studies 

Kimberley   Outstanding Progress in Retail Services 

Maddison   Outstanding Continued Commitment to Learning in TSP Football 

Rayne   Respectful Member of the Classroom 

Ruella   Demonstrating Responsibility in HSIE 

Sasha   Demonstrating a Commitment towards learning in Science 

Shatikka  Respectful Behaviours in Study Periods 

Shorno   Consistent Effort during PDHPE Lessons and a Positive Attitude towards Learning 

Thomas   Taking Responsibility for his Learning 

Zariah   Consistent Effort and Application in Semester 1 of ICT 
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It’s that time of year – The Australian Mathematics  
Competition Week 3 Term 3, 2023 

 
A great opportunity for students to challenge themselves and show their mathematical ability.  

 
You don’t need to be at the top of the class to be great problem solvers, and this is how the  

mathematics competition lets you shine!  
 

Over 1,000 students share the prizes and around 50% of participants qualify to receive a  
Certificate of High Distinction, Distinction or Credit. All other entrants in the competition receive 

 a Certificate of Participation or a Proficiency Certificate. All students are provided with a detailed 
report showing how they performed on each problem with wider statistical rankings. 

 
Rutherford Technology High School will be holding the competition on Friday 4th August 2023.  
Notes have been distributed to students who wish to participate and are due back no later than  
Friday 28th July 2023. The school will again be covering the cost of each student participating.  

 
If you have any further questions please contact, Mrs Debbie Evans,  

competition coordinator via the school administration office on 4932 5999. 
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Rutherford Technology High School canteen is operated by the P&C and offers online ordering 

through Flexischools. Our canteen has EFTPOS available and whilst we encourage cashless payments, 

cash is still accepted.  Flexischools ordering MUST be in by 9:00am and in accordance with Healthy 

School Canteens, pies and sausage rolls are only available at ‘Break 1’.   

 

                                          

 

                                           

     

Canteen Roster 

Monday 31st July 2023 Volunteer Required 

Tuesday 1st August 2023 Donna Nichols 

Wednesday 2nd August 2023 Volunteer Required 

Thursday 3rd August 2023 Donna Nichols 

Friday 4th August 2023 Donna Nichols 

Monday 7th August 2023 Volunteer Required 

Tuesday 8th August 2023 Donna Nichols 

Wednesday 9th August 2023 Volunteer Required 

Thursday 10th August 2023 Donna Nichols 

Friday 11th August 2023 Donna Nichols 
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Uniform Shop Hours: 
 

Tuesday 8:00am-12:00noon 

Thursday  1:00pm-5:00pm 

Purchase Online: https://daylightsportswear.com/rutherford 

Please ensure all orders are collected from the Uniform Shop 

MASTERCARD, VISA & EFTPOS ACCEPTED. CHEQUES NOT ACCEPTED. NO LAYBY. 

*Prices are subject to change without notice 

Uniform Shop: Contact Vanessa - 0478 920 262 during business hours 

The wearing of school uniform at Rutherford Technology High School Is mandatory.   
The school uniform is manufactured and sold by Daylight Sportswear at a dedicated onsite Uniform Shop at the 

school.  This is the ONLY location that the school uniform is available for purchase.    
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What is Prime drink, is it okay for  
kids and why have schools in  
Australia banned it? 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
With the introduction earlier this year of PRIME Drink, this is a reminder that ALL Energy Drinks - 
including PRIME, are banned at Rutherford Technology High School. 
 
Please see the link below explaining that schools are  
banning PRIME and also information relating to the drink. 
 
What is Prime drink, is it okay for kids and why have schools in Australia banned it? - ABC News 
 
Any further queries should be directed to our principal via the school administration office. 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-03-30/what-is-prime-energy-hydration-logan-paul-ksi/102160604
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Maitland 

Rutherford Technology High School has an  

Official Facebook Page – just go to Facebook  

and look for “Rutherford Technology High School 

NSW Official Site” and click on “Like”. 
 

We will be using the Facebook page to keep everyone 

informed about events at the school, important dates for your 

diary, and general information about the school. 
 

Link:    

http://www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

Maitland 

RTHS SUPPORTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff and students would like to acknowledge  

the generosity of  ‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford  

who now provide our Wellbeing Faculty with bread. 

There are many local businesses who donate  

their time, service or products to our school.   

We express our appreciation and hope our  

school community can reciprocate. 

Rutherford 
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https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1

