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3rd April 2020 
 

Telephone:  4932 5999 
Fax:  4932 8166 

Email: rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Website: https://rutherford-h.schools.nsw.gov.au 

http:www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER  

For Your Calendar 
 

9 April Students Last Day-
 Term 1 
 

10 April  Good Friday 
 

10-26  
April  School Holidays 
 

27 April Staff Development 
 Day 
 

28 April Students Return- 
 First Day Term 2 
 

Please be advised that due to 
COVID-19 School Distancing 
Measures a number of school 

events have either been  
postponed until further notice 

or cancelled.  

RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY COMMITMENT 

OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

 

Please be aware the office 
is open Monday to Friday 

between 8:00am and 
4:00pm. Outside office 
hours, a message may  

be left on the school 
answering machine.  

Parents and caregivers are 
reminded an appointment  

is necessary before meeting 
with teachers as they have 
class, playground duty and 
other commitments during 

the school day. 

 
 
 
 
 

The P&C AGM will be held 
19th May 2020 at 6:00pm in 

the interview room  
at the front office.   

The May monthly meeting 
will follow the AGM 

All welcome to attend. 

In this Issue ….  
 -From the Principal   -World’s Greatest Shave 
 -VET/Careers Faculty Report    -Year Advisor Awards   
 -School Photos Information   -UAC Guide 2020/2021 
 -NSW Police Force Correspondence -LaST Helpful Hints 
 -Support Faculty Report    -Items For Sale 
 -RTHS P&C AGM    -Centrelink COVID-19 Information 
 -PBL Faculty Awards   -Uniform Shop Price List 
 -Hunter Valley Buses Information  -RTHS Supporters  

 
YEAR ADVISOR AWARDS - TERM 1 

 

Congratulations to the students who received Year Advisor awards for Term 1.  
Awards were distributed on Wednesday 25th March 2020, any student that was 
not at school we will get your award to you next time we see you!  A full list of 
award recipients is on Page 10. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJOm6P_Kk8cCFYSppgodJAUGkw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fregeparkss.eq.edu.au%2FCalendarandNews%2FNews&ei=AN7CVZOmGoTTmgWkipiYCQ&bvm=bv.99261572,bs.2,d.dGY&psig=AFQj
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL …… 
 
2020 has certainly started with a bang, firstly with drought, then fire and now COVID-19. 
 

I would like to acknowledge the super hard working staff at Rutherford Technology High School (RTHS).  Over the 
past couple of weeks they have learnt new systems, developed programs, taught and occasionally even got out to 
buy toilet rolls and food for their own families.  Thanks must also go to our students and parents who have worked 
with us whilst we move into this new way of teaching and learning.  At present we are still very much in the trial and 
error phase of delivering education online.  Please avoid feeling frustrated and worried as we all work on ensuring 
students are given the right amount of work and at the right time.  Some parents have expressed concerns in this 
area and that is completely understandable.  However, step by step we will solve each concern and issue as they 
arise.  We will continue to change and adapt as we deal with the “new normal” until such stage that we all return to 
regular face to face schooling at RTHS. 
 

Over the next couple of weeks we will continue to update you with timetable adjustments, CANVAS 
updates and NESA announcements via email and our Facebook page and we encourage you to 
please check these regularly.  
 

Please stay safe and have a very Happy Easter. 
 

Ms Simone Hughes 
Principal (Relieving) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can Students make the most of Learning from Home? 
Students must know their CANVAS login or and/or other online learning platforms.  Students must check their  
Department of Education email for this information. 
 

Students are to: 
• Organise their physical space at home.  Make sure the space for learning is neat and tidy. 
• Use their timetable to be organised and ready to learn at the timetabled time. 
• Take the initiative with their learning – it is up to students to make this work as best as possible. 
• Complete tasks with integrity and academic honesty.  Students are to do their best work. 
• Meet timelines, commitments and due dates.  Students are to communicate proactively with their teachers if 

 they cannot meet deadlines or require additional support. 
 

How can parents help? 
• Set clear and positive expectations that learning will continue at home. 
• Please understand that Learning from Home cannot look the same as the regular learning process. 
• Make sure you have access to the school timetable through Sentral.  This is to ensure your child/ren are 

 ready to learn at the scheduled time. 
• Ensure that sleep patterns and morning routines are regular and structured. 
• Manage your children’s phone/s during lesson times.  Phones are a distraction and parents will need to help 

 manage this, by considering steps such as physically placing phones away during timetabled lessons. 
• Allow “Push” notifications so that you can stay in touch with developments. 
• Clarify exactly when assessment tasks are due and assist your child/ren with submission. 
• Make changes to your home so that there is a clear and organised space for learning.  A space/location for 

 extended learning should be a public/family space, not in a bedroom. 
• Parents should contact teachers via email channels only in exceptional circumstances. 
• Please may not directly interact with CANVAS (or other online platform), as this is a student learning space. 

 

What is the Department of Education doing to assist with Learning from Home? 
•  The Department’s Learning from Home website has many resources.  Parents are welcome to access these 

 resources to assist the learning from home.  The Department will provide updates on future developments 
 which we will share through email. 

• A one-page document titled Remote Learning Guidelines for Students and Parents provides useful tips 
 

A reminder that lots of great resources, advice and information can be found on the NSW Department of  
Education’s Learning from home website: https://education.nsw.gov.au/…/curricul…/learning-from-home 

LEARNING FROM HOME 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.nsw.gov.au%2Fteaching-and-learning%2Fcurriculum%2Flearning-from-home%E2%80%8B%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3-xWON9qDRPqBKn3kpjtz8hqdGXi4_vkaO-nUOJ9NkSHNin_HDQPthjo8&h=AT1xWcefP3RWUZ-5_FZFHPymO5MCx6owa9nDSR75PkaqqaeOkq5
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VET/CAREERS FACULTY REPORT 
 
Vocational Education and Training 
At Rutherford Technology High School (RTHS) the Vocational Education and Training (VET) Faculty is working  
extremely hard to ensure that students undertaking VET courses are still working productively during the COVID-
19 Pandemic.  Although much of our practical learning and assessment has been put on hold, student theoretical 
learning is continuing via Canvas (our online learning platform).  Please contact the school if your student has any 
problems with accessing Canvas or communicating with their teacher.  
 
At this point, we are unsure when normal learning will continue and what adjustments will be made by NESA to 
cater for the current situation.  There will be no practical learning/assessment taking place and work placement will 
be postponed until further notice.  When we have more direction from government bodies and NESA will  
communicate this information to you. 
 
 
Year 11 Retail Work Placement 
During Week 8 this term a number of Year 11 Retail Services students were lucky enough to complete their first 
work placement experience with a wide range of local employers.  The students were comprehensively praised by 
their host employers and some students were offered employment as a result of the outstanding performance. 
Congratulations to: 
 

• Lara-Mai Shearman 

• Tom Anderson 

• Jessica Roser 

• Calista Ayrton 

• Luciana Wainui 

• Isabel McFadden 
 

Huge thanks goes to the following employers for offering to host our students and providing an excellent learning 
experience: 

 

• Big W Greenhills 

• Harvey Norman - Furniture and Electrical 

• KFC Rutherford 

• Rebel Sport Greenhills 

• Spotlight Rutherford 
 
 
 
 
 

Maitland 
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School Based Traineeships 
On another positive note, RTHS is continuing with it’s strong tradition of being the leading school in the Maitland 
area in regard to school based traineeships.  We currently have 18 students across Years 10-12 who work in paid 
employment with an employer and study a nationally recognised VET course as part of their HSC.   
Congratulations to the following students who are progressing exceptionally well in their SBATs: 

 

•  Nic Adams - KFC Rutherford 

•  Sam Brooks - KFC Rutherford 

•  Keira Capper - KFC Rutherford 

•  Loren Forbes - KFC Rutherford 

•  Madisyn Grigull - KFC Rutherford 

•  Emily Meehan - KFC Rutherford 

•  Paisley Sneddon - KFC Rutherford 

•  Ambria Sowter - KFC Rutherford 

•  Gemma Watson - KFC Rutherford 

•  Jasmin Beards - Hunter New England Health 

•  Cheyanne Germon - Hunter New England Health 

•  Nunia Palu - Hunter New England Health 

•  Jataya Wilson - Hunter New England Health 

•  Charli Forrest - McDonalds Rutherford 

•  Alex Rooke - McDonalds Rutherford 

•  Hayden Coyle - Reece Plumbing 
 

Massive thanks also need to go to the employers mentioned above for their constant support of the RTHS SBAT 
program.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

Careers 
With the vast majority of students working from home it is important for students and parents to note that we have 
a wide variety of online resources available for Careers Education.  The school has purchased subscriptions to 
Job Jump and RTHS Careers which provide students the opportunity to: 
 

• Make resumes, cover letters and e-portfolios 

• Undertake career, TAFE and university research 

• Complete online training and activities 

• Conduct virtual work experience 
 
To access these sites go to: https://www.jobjump.com.au/ or https://careertools.com.au/student/login 
 
Mr Hunt and Mr Butler will still be available to assist students with all of their Careers needs over the phone at  
(02) 4932 5999 or via email at brian.leonard.hunt@det.nsw.edu.au and toby.l.butler@det.nsw.edu.au.  
 
Thanks for your support and stay safe.  
 
Mr Toby Butler 
Head Teacher VET/Careers 

https://www.jobjump.com.au/
https://careertools.com.au/student/login
mailto:brian.leonard.hunt@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:toby.l.butler@det.nsw.edu.au


 5 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 3rd April 2020 



 6 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 3rd April 2020 

Dear Parents/caregivers 
 
Many of you have made the decision to keep your child at home and continue schooling via  
alternative avenues due to the  COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Port Stephens Hunter Police District is committed to assisting our schools in providing a safe,  
secure and caring learning environment for all students in this current climate. 
 
Many of our children at some point in the upcoming weeks will be immersed in digital technologies 
to assist with their learning and to socialise with their friends.   
 
Below are some quick tips for parents/caregivers to assist with some of the many issues and risks  
associated with using the internet. 
 

• Chat with your child about online safety issues to help them make good choices. 

• Set some boundaries around when and where they can use their devices. 

• Use parental controls and safe search options. 

• Look out for unwanted contact and grooming. 

• Be aware of the signs of cyberbullying. 
 
For further information websites such as safety.gov.au, thinkuknow.org.au offer current advice 
and resources. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Leanne MANN & Rob WYLIE 
Senior Constables 
Youth Liaison Officers 
Port Stephens Hunter Police District 

Port Stephens Hunter Police District 

57 William Street, 
RAYMOND TERRACE  NSW  2324 

Telephone: 02 49830599  Facsimile: 02 4830511  ENet: 61599  EFax 61511xxxxx  TTY 9211 3776 (Hearing/Speech impaired) 

ABN 43 408 613 180 
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SUPPORT FACULTY REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Support students had a great start to 2020 with over 15 new students joining Rutherford Technology High 
School (RTHS).  RTHS also welcomed another Support class and now has 5 classes to assist students with their 
learning.  The Support Faculty now includes 6 teachers and 5 student learning support officers (SLSO). 
 
This year was our largest turn out at the annual RTHS swimming carnival for the support students.  Announced as 
the K-Right swimmers, all students participated in 3 races in which everyone swam extremely well.  It was great to 
see all RTHS students up and out of the grad stands to support the students as they swam their individual races. 
Support students also participated in the novelty events and each earned points for their respective houses. 
 
Support students were given the opportunity to attend an excursion to Sydney Zoo where they were interviewed by 
Channel 9.  Students were able to explore the Zoo, getting up and close with all of the animals, and having a great 
time displaying all of the schools PBL core values.  All students and staff came back to school with smiles on their 
faces and completed excellent literacy task from what they experienced. 
 
Support staff and students will also be trialling a new Literacy Program in Term 2 that everyone is looking forward 
to.  The program aims to target specific Literacy skills where all students will have an individualised learning  
program for each task.  Students will participate in a variety of Literacy activities in small groups, all of which will 
have a variety of levelled activities for the students to complete.  There has been pre-testing completed on all  
students with the aim to complete post-testing in Term 4 to assess progress. 
 
Coming in Term 4, Support staff and students will also be attending school camp.  All students are very excited to 
have an overnight excursion where they can step outside of their comfort zones and try new activities.  Some  
activities will include Mud World, High Ropes, Giant Swing, Kayaking, Flying Fox, Archery and many more.  
 
Miss Teliah Buckton 
Head Teacher Support 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL P&C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Rutherford Technology High School Parents & 
Citizens Association will be held on Tuesday 19th May 2020 at 6:00pm in the school front office interview room. 
 

In accordance with the Federation of Parents & Citizens’ Association Guidelines the following will apply: 
 

The officer positions determined at the AGM, according to both Standard and Prescribed Constitution are: 
 

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Canteen Treasurer, Public Officer and Finance Committee 
 

•No more than one office position can be held by the same person. 
•Two people from the same family can hold office-bearer positions at the same time. 
•Office-bearers can be elected regardless of their place and type of employment. 
•Only financial members are eligible to stand for a position (to be a financial member, a community person must 
have paid their $2.00 membership fee no later than the General Meeting prior to the AGM). 
 

Nominations should be forwarded to the Principal via the school email address  
(rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au) and include nominating position, nominee name, address and telephone 
number or alternatively nominations can be taken at the meeting. 
 

The May meeting will follow at the conclusion of the AGM. 

mailto:rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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TERM 1: WEEK 8 – SUPPORT FACULTY PBL AWARDS 
 
 

Blake   Showing Respect in Technology Mandatory 
Blake   Showing Responsibility to Completing Mathematics Task 
Brayden   Showing Respect in Science Classes 
Cooper   Being Committed to Learning in Technology Mandatory 
Cooper   Being a Dedicated Learner  
Ebony    Showing Responsibility in Science 
Edward   Being a Dedicated Learner 
Grace    Commitment to Learning in all Literacy Tasks 
Hollie   Being Committed to Learning in Science 
Jack    Showing a Responsibility to Learning in English 
Jason    Being Committed to Learning in PDHPE Lessons 
Jett   Showing Respect in all Mathematics Lessons 
Joshua   Being a Dedicated Learner 
Joshua   Showing Responsibility in Technology Mandatory 
Khadejah  Showing Respect in PDHPE Lessons 
Lylah   Being a Dedicated Learner 
Matthew   Showing a Commitment to Learning in all English Tasks 
Nash    Consistent Application to Learning 
Nikita   Commitment to Learning in all Literacy Tasks 
Rakoiia    Being Committed to Learning in all Mathematics Lessons 
Samuel    Showing Responsibility and Leadership in PDHPE Lessons 
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Dear Student/Parent 
 
Recently you may have noticed some changes in the way your School Bus has displayed the 4 digit route on the 
outside of the bus.   
 

Recent changes have meant that two school routes have merged into one.  For the remainder of March 2020 those 
routes that have merged will display both routes with the display ‘rolling’ and showing the Old and New.   
 

From the 1st of April 2020, the buses will start to show just the New numbers.  Note, there is no change to how 
the bus will operate, it remains the same.  
 

The following are the routes that will be merging:  
 

 2334 will become 2333 
 2553 will become 2552 
 2583 will become 2582  
 2544 will become 2543  
 2417 will become 2416 
 

The replacement four digit numbers are now live on transport apps.  
Plan your trip at transportnsw.info 
 

Thank you  
Hunter Valley Buses 

Hunter Valley Buses | Thornton 
PH: (02) 4935 7200 
www.cdcbus.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rutherford Technology High School will be hosting an event for the World’s Greatest Shave on Wednesday 
8th April 2020 during the second break under the canteen cola.  
 
Some staff will be braving the shave to raise money for the Leukemia Foundation.  The World’s Greatest Shave 
supports families that are fighting the battle against cancer and helps fund research to find a cure.  The  
leukemia foundation do some amazing things including providing financial support or a home near treatment for 
families and most importantly they fund research for a cure.  The World’s Greatest Shave is their main source 
of income to support all their works.  Your support will make a huge difference to many families fighting the  
battle against cancer. 
 
As an added incentive to our fundraising, Ms Crump has said she will shave her head if we raise $3,000+ and  
Mr O’Leary said he will shave his head for $5,000! 
 
Please help our school fundraise for the Leukemia Foundation by sharing this link and if possible donating to 
the cause http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/rths  
 
If you have any further questions please contact Mrs Stutchbury via the School Administration Office Monday-
Wednesday. 
 
We appreciate your support. 

https://transportnsw.info/
http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/rths
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YEAR ADVISOR AWARDS - TERM 1 
 
Rutherford Technology High School practicing social distancing.   
Miss Orr and Miss Bartlett holding onto all the awards for students not here on 25th March 2020.   

Year 7 
 

"Displaying Respect, Responsbility and  
Commitment in their First Term of  

High School" 

Alice  Isaac  Marika   
Andrew  Jorja  Samara-Lee  
Brayden Kayla  Sarah   
Breannah Khalan  Seth  
Edward  Kyra  Tahlia  
Heather Lacee  Zalliah  
Hirrani  Makayla Zeke 

Year 8 
  

"Upholding School Values and Being  
an All-round Wonderful Kid!" 

Abby  Jack  Nathan   
Ashlee  Jazlyn  Noah   
Blake  Jenson  Rhys   
Brooke  Jordan  Shenay  
Chelsea  Judd  Tiarnie   
Cooper  Karla  Tye   
Eileen  Liam  Zeke 
Imogen  Montana Zoe 

Year 9 

Adam  Jack  Lori   
Aidan  Jaimon  Malachi 
Analeigh Jet  Mia 
Bella  Jordan  Mikayla 
Brianna  Josie  Noah 
Cooper  Kade  Olivia   
Dakota  Kara  Phoebe 
Dalton  Katie   Sammantha 
Douglas  Lakeysha  Thomas 
Ella  Lexi  Weston 
Hollie   

Year 10 

Britney  Joshua  Mottie 
Chloe  Kanyarat Nic 
Ella  Keeta  Olivia 
Hannah  Leeza  Rhiannon 
Jack  Lili  Tyson 
Jason 

Year 11 

Anneleise Isabel  Kalani 
Bec  Jacob  Kasie 
Cadence Jess  Loren 
Cali  Jessalyn Lucy 
Charleigh Jesse  Marley 
Charli  Jetaya  Mia 
Coen  John Carlo Tahlia 
Gracey  Jordana Taylor 
Harrison Kaitlin  Tom 
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Rutherford Technology High School, Year 12 Students, we would like to inform you that the UAC Guide for  
2020-2021 is now available.  Please find below a copy of the ‘Important Information 2020-21’ from the guide.   
The full booklet in PDF version can be downloaded at: 
https://uac.edu.au/media-centre/publications?
fbclid=IwAR2HF4Hxthl6WdHMMcRmtnPF9emv1mDLCEq8i6Tj6lle5LcqBoOssq8ebvY 

https://uac.edu.au/media-centre/publications?fbclid=IwAR2HF4Hxthl6WdHMMcRmtnPF9emv1mDLCEq8i6Tj6lle5LcqBoOssq8ebvY
https://uac.edu.au/media-centre/publications?fbclid=IwAR2HF4Hxthl6WdHMMcRmtnPF9emv1mDLCEq8i6Tj6lle5LcqBoOssq8ebvY
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LaST HELPFUL HINTS 
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FOR SALE: COMPONENTS OF STEEL STRUCTURE 
 
Description of items for sale:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Components of a grey steel structure, as shown in the photos above, which in total formed a 3-bay shed with  
approximate dimensions of 9m x 18m - roof only, with supporting posts.  
 
Rutherford Technology High School does not provide any warranty as to the completeness of the components.   
It is sold on a “what you see is what you get” basis. 
 
 
Available for inspection by appointment: 
 
 Thursday 16th April 2020 Between 7:30am-8:30am 
 Friday 17th April 2020  Between 7:30am-8:30am 
 Wednesday 22nd April 2020 Between 12:00noon-2:00pm 
 
Please call John on 0405 149 554 or Sandy on 0410 441 956 to inspect.  
 
 
Closing time and date for receipt of offers: 
All offers must be received by the Sales Committee, in writing, in a sealed envelope by Friday 24th April 2020 at 
3:00pm, and are to be addressed to: 
 
 Sales Committee 
 C/- The Business Manager 
 Rutherford Technology High School 
 30 Avery Street 
 RUTHERFORD NSW 2320 
 
Any offers received after that date and time will not be considered. 
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Information Fact Sheets from Centrelink in relation to COVID-19 
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Purchase Online: daylightsportswear.com/rutherford 

MASTERCARD, VISA & EFTPOS ACCEPTED. CHEQUES NOT ACCEPTED. NO LAYBY. 
 

Uniform Shop: Contact Kylie 0478 920 262 during business hours 
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Rutherford Technology High School  
has an Official Facebook Page – just 
go to Facebook and look for  
“Rutherford Technology High School  
NSW Official Site” and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the school, 
important dates for your diary, and general 
information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast Club 
would like to acknowledge the generosity of  ‘Bakers Delight’  

at Rutherford who now provide us with bread. There are many 
local businesses who donate their time, service or products  
to our school.  We express our appreciation and hope our 

school community can reciprocate. 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORTERS 

Maitland 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1

