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12th November 2019 
 

Telephone:  4932 5999 
Fax:  4932 8166 

Email: rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Website: https://rutherford-h.schools.nsw.gov.au 

http:www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER  

For Your Calendar 
 

13 Nov Google Excursion 
 

13 Nov Under 14’s Boys 
 Cricket 
 

13 Nov Year 12 Formal 
 

15 Nov Year Meetings 
 

15 Nov Year 7 Life Saving 
 Excursion 
 

19 Nov Girls in Trades  
 Excursion 
 

19 Nov Sport Presentation 
 Assembly 
 

19 Nov P&C Meeting 
 

20 Nov League Touch Gala 
 Day  
 

23 Nov Bunnings BBQ 

RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY COMMITMENT 

OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

Please be aware the office 
is open Monday to Friday 

between 8:00am and 
4:00pm. Outside office 

hours, a message may be 
left on the school answering 

machine. Parents and 
caregivers are reminded an 
appointment is necessary 

before meeting with 
teachers as they have 

class, playground duty and 
other commitments during 

the school day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next P&C meeting will 
be held 19th November 

2019 at 6:00pm in  
the interview room at 

the front office.   
All welcome to attend. 

In this Issue ….  
 

-FI in Schools    -LaST Helpful Hints  
-Senior Executive Report  -Canteen Information 
-Captains Message   -Tuning into Teens 
-CAPA Faculty Report    -School Zones 
-PBL Faculty Awards   -Uniform Shop Price List 
-Healthy Kids School    -Trolley Dash  
-Year 12 Library Returns    -School & Community News  
-Getting to Know You   -RTHS Supporters  

 
Rutherford Technology High School ‘F1 in Schools’ team ‘Skorosk Racing’  
competed in the State Finals last week (5-7 November 2019) at Western Sydney 
University.   
 
The team performed extremely well and we are still awaiting the final results so will 
bring you a full report in our next school newsletter. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJOm6P_Kk8cCFYSppgodJAUGkw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fregeparkss.eq.edu.au%2FCalendarandNews%2FNews&ei=AN7CVZOmGoTTmgWkipiYCQ&bvm=bv.99261572,bs.2,d.dGY&psig=AFQj
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 
 
It seems like the year has barely begun and yet we are in Term 4 and smaller for a whole year group.  Year 12 will 
be finishing their HSC exams next week and will eagerly be awaiting their results in December.  We are fortunate in 
the school to have a number of teachers marking the HSC in a variety of subjects and they will be able to provide 
support to our new Year 12 cohort. 
 
We are currently working on running workshops for the current Year 12 group during the Thursday study time.  
Sessions will differ to meet the needs of all our students.  More information will be out soon.  
 
A few words to our new Year 12 students and their parents and/or carers: 
 
 ▪ It is never too early to start studying.  This can be easily done by summarising your class notes,  
  Re-reading material and asking your teacher questions. 
 ▪ Create word banks for each subject.  Look up the meaning of new words and find synonyms to use 
  for them.  This will be pretty handy when completing formative and summative tasks. 
 ▪ Work on improving your expression when writing paragraph or extended responses.  Find better  
  ways of saying the same thing.  
 ▪ If you are a visual learner create mindmaps and tables. 
 ▪ Pace yourself so that you don’t only study the night before an assessment task. 
 ▪ Have your assessment schedules in a place that is visible or mark them on a calendar that the  
  whole family can see. 

 
A big thank you to our Year 10 peer support students who are helping with the Year 7 transition programs.  This is a 
great help to our students who start their high school journey in 2020. They will appreciate some friendly faces in 
January when school goes back.  

 
Mrs Lidija Nenad 
Deputy Principal 

CAPTAINS MESSAGE 
 
Three weeks ago, on 22 October 2019, the school new senior leaders began their journey following their Induction. 
 
Since then it has been busy including all the senior leaders attending the GRIP Leadership Conference in  
Newcastle on 5 November 2019.  This conference allowed them to expand their horizons about what being a leader 
is.   
 
The leaders, along with the SRC, are in the process of arranging and planning one of their major projects of the 
year - LMG Leadership Day.  This day is hosted by our SRC and includes our partner primary schools and is  
generally held twice a year.  
 
The remainder of Term 4 is going to be busy and we look forward to bringing you updates in future newsletters. 

 
Trent Bell 
School Vice Captain 



 3 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - 12th November 2019 

CAPA FACULTY REPORT 
 
We have had a very productive semester in Music.   
 
Firstly, may I officially farewell CAPA staff member Mr Avery who joined us near on ten 
years ago.  Mr Avery worked tirelessly as part of our staff to encourage our buddying  
musicians.  He has a vast knowledge of all types of guitar music and helped many  
students excel on this instrument.  Mr Avery assisted in keeping the instrumental band 
program going; sitting in the back of the band playing brass instruments.  He was part of 
the regime of performing arts staff helping with our musicals, playing in many HSC  
exams, attending HSC study days, musicals in Sydney and helping in many school as-
semblies in stage manager roles.  Mr Avery had a talent for keeping us entertained in our 
staff room with many stories.  We thank him for his dedication to our Faculty and the 

school and wish him a happy and healthy retirement. 
 
 
 
 
We are very pleased to welcome Mr Delforce into a permanent CAPA position as he has 
been in a temporary position for the past five years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Year 12 students in Drama, Visual Art and Music completed their HSC projects.  We held a performing arts parent night 
for Emily, Ella, Blake and Cameron and congratulate them on their success.  They worked very positively to complete their group 
work and individual projects.  Congratulations to Emily Playford for her consistent effort in completing her Body of Work for the 
Visual Arts exam.  We thank the students for their work in CAPA over the past six years. 
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The students and staff at the PBL Assembly at the end of Term 3 were entertained with the Year 12 Music boys 
Cameron and Blake playing some of their HSC pieces.  They were so inspired they went onto play at their  
graduation assembly two days later.  
 
 
Throughout the year we have been promoting two GATS CAPA Groups – Drama Ensemble and the Rock 
Band.  Both groups meet after school and have had many performance opportunities.  The Drama Ensemble at 
numerous assemblies and the Rock Band have started performing concerts every second Friday at lunchtime. 
This has encouraged other music students from Years 7-12 to get up and play. 
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Year 7 CCC groups in Drama and Music produced some very  
entertaining performances at the end of course presentation in  
Term 3.  Congratulations to Zeke, Ella-Rose Owen and  
Alyssa Stevens for performing and presenting their own compositions.  

 The Drama group also performed for all Year 7 in a play that they had 
 written with Ms Leslie. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We had the pleasure of having Belgium exchange student 
Lola in the Music class during Term 3.  Lola was a delight to 
teach and made many friends in the class.  She was a great 
asset to lessons and we were very sad to see her go home at 
the end of term.  Lola has promised to try and return to  
Australia at the end of Year 12 to see her friends graduate. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
The Music staff continue to add equipment to the block with fifteen new keyboards purchased for Music 1.  
This will now allow all classes to access keyboards for all lessons. 
 
We are preparing the Art Block to become a gallery by presenting P&C purchased artworks around the foyer.  
A big job is ahead for the staff to hang the works of past HSC students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
On 25 September, Targeted CAPA, GATS, 
The Drama Ensemble and some students 
from the elective Music classes went to  
Sydney, to the beautiful Capital Theatre, to 
see the multi-award winning Broadway  
Musical ‘Chicago’.  The students got to see 
Australian artists Natalie Bassingthwaighte, 
Casey Donovan and Tom Burlinson in the 
lead roles and those who attended came 
home raving about the show and the  
fantastic staging.  
 
 

Lola (in the middle) is being taught some Aussie dance  
moves by classmates Cieran and Noah 
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Drama classes in Year 8 Acting for Fun have learnt improvisational and group techniques, Year 9 have been busy 
filming their group plays and studying Musicals, Year 10 have been learning clowning techniques and have now 
moved onto Short Film.  Year 11 Drama have completed their preliminary studies and are now working on their 
compulsory HSC plays.  On 4 November 2019 Miss Leslie & Mr O’Leary took the class to Sydney to see both 
plays being performed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photography, Visual Arts and Visual Design are producing outstanding quality work with the staff.  Lots of fine 
detail instruction has been meticulously given in the development of artistic practise, including the use of  
technology, to produce the following work samples. 
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We have been very lucky to work with National Music Academy in two areas of Music.  For the second year, we 
have had a Specialist Band working with DJ on a Thursday.  This has been for woodwind, brass, percussion,  
keyboard and string players.  Students learn ensemble skills and techniques and play pieces especially arranged 
for the group. 
 
The second area has been for selected vocalists from Years 7-11 who have had the opportunity to work with the 
Academy’s singing instructor Sophie.  We were fortunate in Week 10 of last term to engage Sophie for a  
masterclass with the students.  It was a pleasure to sit and listen to small group recitals of their Term 3 work and 
then watch the entire group participate in a choral activity.  This term we have had two masterclasses already  
focusing on the 2020 musical Seussical. 
 
Year 8 Music classes are currently working on a careers based program about the Music Industry.  Various tasks 
have been set whereby classes work in teams to research various parts of the industry from venues, tour costs, 
how many songs are needed to be played at various performances.  As an extension, 8R have been allowed to 
select friends in the class to put together their own band.  They are utilising their devices to complete set activities 
as part of this band work including designing logo and album covers, writing songs for the group, making contact 
with people in the Music industry in audio engineering, event management and singer/songwriters to ask questions 
about their career.  The group has to keep a blog of their work as a record and submit it for assessment each  
Friday.  This has been a very popular part of the Stage 4 Music program.  
 
7R Music class spent much of Term 3 learning about instruments.  They were then given an assessment task 
where the brief was to research indigenous music from anywhere in the world then design their own instrument 
from recyclable products found around their house.  There were some clever designs presented from different 
types of drums, to string and wind instruments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MADD on Tour is in Week 7 this term and the CAPA Faculty will be going out to visit all our feeder Primary 
Schools.  Names for interested students who would like to audition for the three days of performances is now up 
on the Music Staffroom door.  This closes next Friday. 
 

We have started on the preparations for our 2020 musical – 
“Seussical – The Musical”.  Auditions for the lead and ensemble 
parts begin Week 5.  Students have been given songs to learn for 
each of the characters as part of the process.  We have also sent 
out to all the Primary Schools an invitation for Year 6 students at-
tending our school next year to also audition.  They can do this via 
uploading a video of them reading and performing a song from the 
show.  An information pack containing all they need has been sent 
to Principals, Deputy Principals and the CAPA teacher at their 
school.  Any questions can be directed to the High School to myself 
or Miss Leslie.  

 
Ms Loretta Hornery 
Head Teacher Creative & Performing Arts 

Hand Drum 
Didgeridoo 

Panpipes 
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TERM 4: WEEK 3 ASSEMBLY – CAPA FACULTY PBL AWARDS 
 

Year 7 
Jayden Davey   Commitment to Learning-Music  
Ava Davies   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Alira Hartog   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Courtney Hopkins Vernon Commitment in Visual Arts  
Adele Laws   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Pippa McIntosh   Excellent Work with National Music Academy-Band Program 
Maddie Nelson   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Alyssa Pemberton  Commitment to Learning-Music  
Laura Playford   Excellent Work with National Music Academy-Vocal Program 
Heidi Shiels   Striving for Personal Best-Art  
Caleb Skinner   Striving for Personal Best-Art  
Tiarnie Smith   Striving for Personal Best-Art  
Andrew Welland  Commitment to Learning-Music  
Shae-Lee Worchester  Striving for Personal Best-Art  
Zeke Zielinski   Commitment to Learning-Music  
 

Year 8 
Connor Beards   Commitment to Learning-Art  
Gabby Belcastro  Commitment in Visual Arts  
Ava Buckingham  Commitment to Learning-Music  
Rhylee Grigull   Commitment to Learning-Music  
Lissa Machimbira  Commitment to Learning-Music  
Fiona Rivera   Commitment to Learning-Music  
Fiona Rivera   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Britney Ryles   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Lily Sarv   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Lucy Smith   Commitment to Learning-Drama  
Lily Stafford   Commitment to Learning-Drama  
Laura Vallance   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Ruby Van Der Wel  Commitment in Visual Arts  
Isabella Visinko   Commitment to Learning-Music  
 

Year 9 
Kiara Erickson   Commitment to Learning-Art  
Anthony Twaddell  Excellent Work with National Music Academy-Band Program  
 

Year 10 
Rohan Baker-Wade  Excellent Work with National Music Academy-Band Program  
Loren Forbes   Striving for Personal Best-Photography  
Ruby Geering   Striving for Personal Best-Photography  
 

Year 11 
Cerian Carter   Commitment to Learning-Excellence in Preliminary Drama  
Raychael Chand  Commitment in Visual Arts  
Piper Conder   Commitment to Learning-Visual Design  
Noah Curry   Commitment to Learning-Music 
Noah Curry   Performing at the Captains Induction Assembly  
Noah Curry   Commitment to Learning-Excellence in Preliminary Drama  
Kasey Pryor   Commitment to Learning-Visual Design  
McKayla Smith   Commitment in Visual Arts  
Aimee Turner   Commitment to Learning-Music   
Sarah Vokes   Commitment in Visual Arts   
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TERM 4: WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY – ENGLISH FACULTY PBL AWARDS 
 
Year 7: 
James Allerton  Consistent Effort and Application in English 
Georgia Kemsley  Consistent Application and Achievement in English 
Blake Nicholls  Enthusiasm towards Learning in English 
Hannah Tremble  Consistent Effort and Application in English 
Rylee Walsh  Consistent Effort and Application in English 
Jordan Wells  Consistent Application and Effort in English 

 
Year 8: 
Amelia Collins  Consistent Application in English 
Bailey Maier  Consistent Application and Effort in English 
Jaimon Suey  Improved Application in English 

 
Year 9: 
Chloe Crosher  Consistent Effort and Excellent Assessment Task for English 
Hannah Evans  Consistent Effort and Excellent Assessment Task for English 
Bailey Harris  Consistent Application and Achievement in English 
Peter Perry   Excellent Assessment Task for English 
Tianna Sadaj  Consistent Effort and Excellent Assessment Task for English 
Kanyarat Somphan  Consistent Effort and Excellent Assessment Task for English 
 
Year 10: 
Montana Chiodi  Enthusiasm towards Learning in English 
Madisyn Grigull  Excellence in English 
Brodhi Kennedy  Consistent Effort and Application in English 
Isabel McFadden  Consistent Application and Effort in English 
Alexander Rooke  Consistent Effort and Application in English  
Keegan Sujecki  Consistent Application and Effort in English 
 
Year 11: 
Tahlia Nairne  Excellence in English  
Phoebe Quilty  Consistent Application and Effort in English 
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Rutherford Technology High School has been adopted as a Healthy Kids School!!  
 
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank the team at East Maitland Bowling Club for funding our school’s  
membership to Healthy Kids Association until 2023.  Thanks to their generous support, we’ll be able to create an 
even healthier learning environment for our students.  
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Mrs Lasorsa 

 Favourite colour?   Blue 

 Favourite food?   Chips 

 Are you married?   Yes 

 Do you have pets?   Yes - Shitzu 

 Your childhood activities?  Reading 

 

Mr Carter 

 Favourite colour?   Dark Blue 

 Favourite food?   Sushi & Pizza   

 Are you married?   No 

 Do you have pets?   No 

 Your childhood activities?  Sport & Video Games 

 

Attention Year 12 Students ….. 

 
Just a friendly reminder that as you come to the end of 

your schooling that all Library & Text Books MUST be  

returned to the Library as soon as possible.   

 

If you are unsure of your outstanding loans or have any 

queries in this regard please see Ms Connelly or Mrs Rowe 

in the Library. 

 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 

Mr Butler 

 Favourite food?   Pizza   

 Favourite pet?    Boxer (dog) 

 Favourite childhood activity?  Billy Cart Racing 

 What car do you drive?  Kluger 

Are you married?   Yes 

  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwii7dGxjufVAhWCvbwKHXflDpMQjRwIBw&url=https://queensnews.wordpress.com/2014/01/&psig=AFQjCNHcQVuowsPvhOO0m3N3n5sgJ-A1rA&ust=1503363097071839
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LaST HELPFUL HINTS 
 
 

STRUCTURE OF AN ESSAY 
 
 
There is no rigid formula to cover all writing pieces, but almost all writing has a beginning, middle and end.   
The following are considerations that writers may take into account when organizing their texts. 
 
The Beginning or Introduction 

▪ Captures the reader’s attention within the first few sentences with a hook or a lead. 
▪ Directs readers’ attention to the topic or issue the writing addresses. 
▪ Establishes the importance of the topic. 
▪ Provides background information that the audience may need. 
▪ Introduces the purpose or main claim of writing in order to suggest how the piece will be developed. 

 
 
The Middle or Body 

▪ Explains, illustrates, and develops the topic or issue. 
▪ Contains as many paragraphs as are necessary to develop the ideas. 
▪ Contains examples or arguments supported by evidence. 
▪ Often quotes, paraphrases, or summarizes other texts in support of the purpose of the writing. 
▪ Often addresses counterarguments or alternative positions or explanations. 
▪ Uses words, phrases, and clauses to link the sections of the text and to clarify relationships. 

 
 
The Conclusion 

▪ Points the reader to the next steps or new questions raised by the writing (call to action). 
▪ Identifies the conclusion the writer has reached and its significance. 
▪ Evaluates or analyses the conclusion drawn. 
▪ Explains the implications of the major point of the writing. 

 
 
 

TRAITS OF EFFECTIVE WRITING 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IDEAS AND CONTENT 
  

Includes a well-focused topic/claim, important ideas, accurate  
information, and interesting details. 

LOGICAL ORGANIZATION 
  

Includes a strong introduction, effective sequencing of ideas, 
smooth transitions, and a powerful conclusion. 

PERSONAL VOICE Includes a clear point of view, an engaging style, and a way of  
connecting with the audience. 

ORIGINAL WORD CHOICE 
  

Includes precise, descriptive, and accurate words that make 
meaning clear. 

SENTENCE FLUENCY 
  

Includes a variety of sentence lengths and structure.  The  
sentences are well-crafted and flow smoothly throughout the text. 

CONVENTIONS 
  

Includes correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and  
grammar, as well as correct formatting and citations. 

PRESENTATION 
  

Includes neatness, easy to read fonts, and may include images, 
graphs, or charts that complement the text. 
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Rutherford Technology High School Canteen is operated by the P&C and offers Flexischools and     

EFTPOS. 
 

Flexischools ordering MUST be in by 9:00am and in accordance with Healthy School Canteens, pies 

and sausage rolls are only available at ‘Break 1’. 
 

EFTPOS cards accepted: Visa Debit, MasterCard Debit, Credit Card, EFTPOS Chip Card, Apple Pay 

and Mobile  Payments. 
                                          

 
                                           
     

Canteen Roster 

Monday 11 November 2019 Michelle Sinclair 

Tuesday 12 November 2019 Volunteers Required 

Wednesday 13 November 2019 Volunteers Required 

Thursday 14 November 2019 Volunteers Required 

Friday 15 November 2019 Volunteers Required 

Monday 18 November 2019 Michelle Sinclair 

Tuesday 19 November 2019 Volunteers Required 

Wednesday 20 November 2019 Volunteers Required 

Thursday 21 November 2019 Volunteers Required 

Friday 22 November 2019 Volunteers Required 
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SCHOOL ZONES 
 
Get caught queuing across an intersection in a school zone and you’ll now be hit with a $457.00 fine. Stopping/
Parking in the Bus Bay will cost you $344.00 plus 2 demerit points.  Recent changes by the NSW Government will 
see seven parking-based offences with harsher punishments when committed in a school zone, with fines  
increasing by up to 200 per cent. 
 
The offences include obstructing access to a ramp/path/passageway, stop on or too closely to children's crossings 
or general pedestrian crossings and stopping within 10 metres of an intersection without traffic lights. 
 
The biggest change is for stopping over a pedestrian crossing or otherwise obstructing access to a ramp, path or 
passageway.  Which normally incur a $110.00 fine but in a school zone it will sting motorists $344.00. 
 
On top of this, not parking your car in the direction of travel or parking too closely, the dividing line in the middle of 
the road will also see you lose $344.00. 
 
The heftiest fines of the seven changes are for stopping within 20m of an intersection with traffic lights, stopping 
within 10m of one without lights or stopping near bicycle lights – each attracting a $457.00 fine. 
 
The changes: 
 
1. Stopping in intersection - Under the recent changes, if a driver commits this offence in a school zone they 
 will receive a penalty of $457.00 and 2 demerit points. 
 
2. Stop within 20m of intersection (traffic lights) - Under the changes, if a driver commits this offence in a 
 school zone they will receive a penalty of $457.00 and 2 demerit points. 
 
3. Stop within 10m of intersection (no traffic lights) - Under the changes, if a driver commits this offence in a 
 school zone they will receive a penalty of $457.00 and 2 demerit points. 
 
4. Stop near bicycle crossing lights - Under the changes, if a driver commits this offence in a school zone 
 they will receive a penalty of $457.00 and 2 demerit points. 
 
5. Obstruct access to ramp/path/passageway - Under the changes, if a driver commits this offence in a 
 school  zone they will receive a penalty of $344.00 and 2 demerit points. 
 
6. Not parallel park in the direction of travel - Under the changes, if a driver commits this offence in a school 
 zone they will receive a $344 fine and 2 demerit points. 
 
7.  Parallel park close to dividing line - Under the changes, if a driver commits this offence in a school zone 

 they will receive a $344.00 fine and 2 demerit points. 
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Rutherford Technology High School  
has an Official Facebook Page – just 
go to Facebook and look for  
“Rutherford Technology High School  
NSW Official Site” and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the school, 
important dates for your diary, and general 
information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast Club 
would like to acknowledge the generosity of  ‘Bakers Delight’  

at Rutherford who now provide us with bread. There are many 
local businesses who donate their time, service or products  
to our school.  We express our appreciation and hope our 

school community can reciprocate. 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORTERS 

Maitland 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1

