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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

12 November - Remembrance 
Day Assembly 
13 November - Year            
Assemblies 
14 November - Yr 7 Netball/
Cricket Gala Day 
14 November - Yr 12 Formal 
at Crowne Plaza 
15 November - RAAF visit   
Williamtown. 
16 November - Year 10       
Reward Excursion 
19 November - Sport          
Assembly 
19 November - Induction     
Assembly 
20 November - P&C meeting 
22 November - CCC Breathe 
at Rutherford Marketplace 
23 November - Year 9 & Year 
10 Wellbeing day at RTHS 
 
 

The next P&C meeting 
will be held 20th        

November at 6pm in the 
interview room at the 

front office. All           
welcome to attend. 

OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

Please be aware the office is 
open Monday to Friday 
between 8:00am and 4:00pm. 
Outside office hours, a 
message may be left on the 
school answering machine. 
Parents and caregivers are 
reminded an appointment is 
necessary before meeting with 
teachers as they have class, 
playground duty and other 
commitments during the 
school day. 

TSP FOOTBALL NEWS 
Rutherford Technology High School TSP Football program will have a record   
breaking, nine students, playing Football in the National Premier League for 2019.  
Callan Fry (Hamilton Olympic FC) and Scott Travis (Charlestown City Blues FC) 
have made the jump into senior football to play in the 18’s NPL competition.  
Year 9 superstars, Tanya Jones (Adamstown Rosebuds FC) and Sarah Avery 
(Thornton Redbacks FC) have been successful in gaining contracts in the 17's WPL 
competition. 
Fellow Year 9 students Nic Adams (Hamilton Olympic FC) and Ben Hackett 
(Maitland FC) will play in the 16’s competition.  Nic will link up with TSP Coordinator, 
Mr Blair Newham, at Hamilton Olympic FC as the 16’s Coach.   
Tyson Barnett-Murray (Weston FC), Riley Hawes (Weston FC) and Callum Priestly 
(Charlestown City Blues FC) will all lace their boots up for the 14’s age group.  
Well done to all of these students and good luck for the 2019 season.   

RTHS TSP Students 
in TSP Football Uniform 

RTHS TSP Students 
in their 2019 Club Jersey 

Front Row: Riley Hawes, Sarah Avery, Tanya Jones, Nic Adams 
Back Row: Tyson Barrett-Murray, Ben Hackett, Callum Priestley, Scott Travis,    
                             Callan Fry            
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 
EXAMS AND END OF YEAR ASSESSMENTS 
Many of our students are currently engaged in examinations and end of year assessments. Attendance 
is essential at these activities to accurately gauge student performance over the year. 
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY 
The school is holding a Remembrance Day assembly on Monday 12 November and students and staff 
will represent the school on Sunday 11 November at the Maitland Remembrance Day ceremony. This 
year marks 100 years since the end of World War I.  
 
YEAR 12 FORMAL 
The Year 12 Formal will be held at Crowne Plaza Pokolbin on Wednesday 14 November. It will be great 
to catch up with Year 12 after their exams. 
 
TRANSITION ACTIVITIES 
A number of transition activities are currently underway with Year 6 students and RTHS staff preparing 
the students for Year 7 next year. The Year 6 information evening will be at RTHS on Monday 3 Decem-
ber and the Year 6 induction day will be on Tuesday 4 December. 
 
AECG MEETING 
RTHS hosted the Maitland Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG) meeting on Tuesday 30 
October with a great representation of RTHS Aboriginal staff and students present. 
 
SECONDARY PRINCIPALS NETWORK MEETING 
RTHS hosted Principals from four networks for a professional planning day on Thursday 1 November. 
Everyone was full of praise for the wonderful facilities we now have in the school and could not praise 
highly enough the efforts of our hospitality students and staff in catering for the day. 
 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
There are many activities currently occurring or about to happen around student leadership: 
 
 Student leader induction assembly – will be held on Monday 19 November to induct our new 

student leaders for 2018/2019. 
 Peer Support Training for Year 10 students occurred on 1 and 2 November. 
 Peer mediation training for Year 9 students occurred on 6 November. 
 Grip leadership conference in Newcastle was attended by student leaders on 6 November. 

 
SPORT ASSEMBLY 
All our achievements in the area of sport will be celebrated with our annual sports assembly on Monday 
19 November.  
 
YEAR 10 “FORMAL“ 
Many years ago a high percentage of students left school at the end of Year 10. In some schools, a 
“formal” was held to farewell these young people. In more recent times the majority of students stay on 
to complete Year 12, and at the completion of their studies, a formal farewell is held to honour their   
graduation arranged by the school. 
Whilst we have not had a school endorsed Year 10 Formal at Rutherford Technology High in many 
years, we have been made aware that some students and their parents do decide to organise a function 
each year.  
These are not a school endorsed function, and as such, a private function with all liability and              
responsibility resting with the organisers. 
 
Mr Michael Whiting 
Principal 
 



FORMER STUDENT SUCCESS  
 
Former Rutherford Technology High School student, Jacob Hobbs, who now works for Muse Restaurant has been 
named winner of the prestigious $10,000 Brett Graham Scholarship. 
Jacob made it into the final where he was one of three finalists.  The final was held on Tuesday 30 October 2018 
and the standard of dishes produced by all three finalists was exceptionally high, something for them to be proud 
of.   
Jacob left Rutherford Technology High School in April last year and        commenced a Chefs Apprenticeship with 
Esca Bimbadgen, but only after six months, gained employment at Muse Restaurant, a top restaurant in the 
Hunter. 
What a great achievement for a 17 year old! 
We would like to congratulate Jacob and wish him the very best for his exciting next step in his career. 

STUDENT NEWS 
Rutherford Technology High School, Year 11 student, Emily Playford dreams of being an artist when she finishes 
school and is already on her way in fulfilling her dreams. 
 
Emily recently took part in the Maitland Art Drop.  Maitland Art Drop exists to bring the art community together and 
provide exposure for budding artists.   
 
From time to time, artists will drop a piece of their art in a secret Maitland location, before posting their drop to  
social media.  It is up to art fans to find the artwork based on the online clues, so much like a scavenger hunt. 
 
This is the first time Emily has taken part in the art drop and did so to try something different.  Emily loves how art 
allows you to be creative and do whatever’s on your mind. 
 
Well done Emily! 



CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS 
(Music, Drama, Visual Arts, Photography, Visual Design, Ceramics) 

A productive and rewarding time for CAPA staff as we see the Stage 6 students complete their major   
projects for their HSC. After surviving the Trial HSC which included two performance nights, one for drama 
and then music, plus an afternoon exhibition of the Art works. We then moved onto the actual HSC events 
which for CAPA is Term 3. The Drama Group Projects and Individual Projects were marked in week 6 and 
the Music class each presented four     performances to NESA markers in week 9 of Term 3. NESA man-
dated the Visual Arts projects lock up date was September 3rd but we then had to wait until Monday       
November 5th for the ‘Body of Works’ to be finally marked.  
Our congratulations to the students for their many successes with their projects. 



THE YEAR 12 DRAMA CLASS ON THEIR HSC DAY AND THEIR TRIAL HSC NIGHT. (MISSING: BRAD FOOTE) 

THE YEAR 12 MUSIC CLASS (MISSING: BRAD FOOTE) ON THEIR HSC DAY. 

LMG EDUCATION WEEK ASSEMBLY ON AUGUST 8TH. THE CAST FROM THE MUSICAL PRESENTED A 
MICHAEL JACKSON SONG FROM “BACK TO THE 80S” BEFORE RETURNING FOR THE FINALE AND 

JOINING THE COMBINED SCHOOLS CHOIR. 



MR RICHARDS WORKED WITH BRANXTON PUBLIC ON A MURAL FOR THE INFANTS CLASSES. HE 
SPENT MANY A BREAK AND PERIOD OFF PAINTING THIS FIVE AND A HALF METRE LONG MURAL.   
MS GALBRAITH ADDED HER PAINTING EXPERTISE TO THE CHARACTERS THAT APPEARED ON THIS 
LOVELY ART WORK.  

SPECIALIST BANDS 

After the initial work with the jazz dance group Revelling Wanderers, the Specialist Band (Aidan, Zoe,   
Rohan, Jeremy, Anthony, Phoebe, Aimee, Kayla and Olivia) have continued their weekly rehearsals.   
With some technical guidance from wind player Damian from National Music Academy, we are working on    
several pieces in preparation for Presentation Day. We are hoping that members of the Revelling       
Wanderers and Damian will join us on the day. 



 We have introduced Triple C courses into Year 7 CAPA. Ms Sharp’s group has worked on a Visual 
Design program producing the School Magazine which will be for sale at the end of the year. Mr   
Delforce, meanwhile, has been working on a magic class, teaching his group performance card 
tricks. Many a student has been amazed by his hi-jinx and talent. 

 
 Auditions were held for The Drama Ensemble in Week 1 of Term 3. The students have been     

meeting after school every Wednesday until 5:30. The ensemble presented a performance to a 
whole school assembly for “R U OK day”. They have this term, been busy rehearsing presentations 
for the Year 6 transition days.  

 
 Year 9 Drama have been breaking a sweat becoming Broadway Musical stars. The students 

have been challenged with combining singing and dancing with their previously developed acting 
skills.  

 
 It’s currently LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION for Year 10 Drama who have successfully recreated a 

scene from ‘The Breakfast Club’. Students have been working as Directors, Set designers, Make-up 
artists, and Prop Masters to collaboratively complete the recreation.     

 
 Targeted CAPA Year 8 continue to work on their personal projects across the CAPA spectrum from 

dance, music, drama, photography, arts in preparation for an end of year activity. While Year 7 were 
getting creative and making numerous lanterns for the Maitland City Council Multicultural Festival. 
Both groups are currently planning and preparing for our MADD on Tour to our LMG in early        
December. Mr Richards CCC class is spending their Thursday mornings designing and painting  
murals which will be placed around the school. 

 
 Year 9 and 10 Music classes have continued with their practical classes. Guitars, drums, keyboards 

and vocals tend to be the instrument of choice. It is also great to see some of these buddying       
musicians rehearse during their breaks. We have numerous students come forward to perform at 
upcoming assemblies and the MADD on tour.  

 
 We must acknowledge all the Drama and Music students who volunteer to help run the sound and 

lighting for the whole school assemblies. Leteah, Kailani & Cadence, to name a few.  
 

 Many thanks to Katelyn Towney-Hooper (year 10) who has remained our photographer at our     
special event this year. 

 
 Vivo assemblies in Term Three were an opportunity for the Year 12 Music class to showcase a HSC 

piece. Angel Geering – vocal solo, Jackson Taylor guitar solo and Tyson Brazier performed a      
fantastic Heavy Metal drum piece. The class then backed up this performance at the Year 12     
Graduation assembly with a class piece, a vocal duet with Luke and Charlene.  

 
 Congrats to 8R Music class who completed fantastic Rock Music assignments in Term 3. The entire 

task was completed digitally with everyone uploading them for viewing before being marked digitally. 
The class has moved onto a Project Based Learning Collaborative task and in their selected groups 
are currently putting together their own bands, including looking at merchandising, promotions,    
contracts, careers and song writing. As part of this task they are making connections with people 
and businesses working within the Music Industry including a local female singer songwriter who has 
written and recorded albums in Nashville in Tennessee with Gina Jefferies and a sound and lighting 
company who works all over the Hunter, Central Coast and Sydney including the big concerts at the 
vineyards.   

 

These are just a few of the activities in CAPA. This does not include all the classroom Drama, Music,    
Visual Design, Visual Arts and Photography programs that are running as well.   
 
Ms Hornery  
Head Teacher CAPA 



 PEER SUPPORT TRAINING  
 
Peer Support training was conducted for two days last week at the Rutherford Community Centre.   
The Peer Support program is a peer led, skills based learning program that empowers young people to support each 
other and contribute positively to society. The Peer Support program will provide our new incoming year 7 students 
with a supportive learning environment in which to develop the skills, understandings, attitudes and strategies to  
improve their transition to high school. Many of the activities in the training have helped the Year 10 students        
develop key skills in resilience, assertiveness, decision making, problem solving and leadership.  
Congratulations to the Year 10 students who have volunteered to be Peer Support leaders. They are very excited to 
work with the students in Year 7 2019.  
Louise Smailes  
HT Wellbeing 



YEAR 8 REPORT 
We’re halfway through the final term of 2018! It’s already been a busy but exciting term for year 8, with lots more  
activities to look forward to as the end of the year draws near. And the countdown to Christmas begins! 
At the moment, year 8 are busily working on their final assessment tasks for the year. They’re only 6 more weeks 
from completing their Stage 4 education and moving becoming year 9 students in stage 5! If students are having any 
difficulty completing an assessment task, I encourage them to seek help from their teacher at recess or lunch in the 
relevant faculty staffroom. Our homework club is also open on a Wednesday until 4.30, where students can receive 
extra assistance to complete any tasks they need help with. 
This term year 8 were lucky enough to enjoy a performance by Brainstorm Productions as part of our Wellbeing    
programs. This fantastic performance addressed cyber bullying and encouraged students to build respect, empathy 
and resilience. Our students responded so positively to the experience, both engaged and entertained.  

A huge congratulations to our Stage 4 GATS team who were involved in the filming of  
Friday our Stage 4 GATS classes were involved in the filming of our winning Waste Ops Team storyboard. We had 
Lily Stafford (7) and Lucy Smith (7) starring as Leia and Gandalf, Anjali Rao (7) as script supervisor and Lili Botfield 
(8) and Ella Crockett (8) as costume and prop managers. The girls did such a fabulous job, and had a lot of fun, 
keeping the film team thoroughly entertained! It was a great opportunity to see their ideas come to life, and learn a lot 
about the technical side of filming.  

Congratulations also to our many year 8 students who participated in the Australian Mathematics Competition and 
received their certificates at assembly. 

 
We’re very excited to take year 8 on their end-of-year reward excursion to see ‘The Grinch’ at Reading Cinema. 
What a great way to get in the mood for Christmas! The students will travel by bus from school to the cinema, and 
then enjoy some pizza for lunch in Maitland park afterwards. The excursion is on Tuesday December 4th, and the 
cost is $20, payable to the front office with the permission note. Parents and Guardians will receive the official note 
home very soon. The excursion is open to the first 100 students who return their note and money, so be sure not to 
miss out! A friendly reminder that students will need to wear their full school uniform on the day and those students 
who don’t attend will be expected to be at school, attending classes as per a normal school day. 
 
In honour of our school’s focus on kindness this month, here a final thought for year 8 students, who have most defi-
nitely risen to the challenge and shown kindness to fellow students and teachers: 
 

“Kindness if free, sprinkle that stuff everywhere.” 
 



YEAR 9 NEWS 
Term 4 is in full swing, and Year 9 have had so much happen already and started the term off on a good note. In 
week one, Year 9 completed the REACH workshop where students were invited to watch and participate in the     
activities for the day. Students participated in activities where they got to learn and understand more about their 
peers. Students also practiced their communication skills. Year 9 were given the opportunity to run for Sports      
Captains, out of the wonderful selection of students in the running, the school voted for William Regan and Morgan 
Keys, who are both very deserving of the role and the responsibilities that come with it. 
In week 4, ten wonderful students participated in the training run by Ms. Grant and Ms. Scott to become peer        
mediators in 2019. The students learnt how to have conversations with students in conflict, and to help younger   
students come to an agreed solution to help resolve the situation. 
Some lucky Year 9 students received permission notes to attend the attendance excursion with students from other 
year groups. This reward excursion is for students who have achieved excellent attendance levels this year.        
Congratulations to these students, a fantastic effort! 
During week 4 Year 9 will also be completing some of their final assessment tasks and exams for the term. We want 
to wish Year 9 all the best with these tasks and hope they are demonstrating commitment to their learning. 
 
Ms. Grant 
Year 9 Advisor 
 
Ms. Scott 
Assistant Year 9 Advisor 

YEAR 9 PEER MEDIATORS IN TRAINING. 





Semester 2 2018 has been all about text-based coding! The ICT staff have been teaching coding to   
students using the GROK coding platform. This website is a structured coding interface that allows     
students to type in their programs and see the results instantly! Year Seven and Eight students have  
developed code to create complex drawings, use loops to cycle through choices, ask questions and print 
the answers. GROK coding is a free platform that has great benefits with the upcoming push to have 
Stage four students complete text-based coding! Accounts are also free for teachers! Students are     
rewarded with certificates for every course that they complete! Both students and the school can benefit 
from the completion of courses, with competitions run monthly and rewards being received for both    
student and teacher sign-up and achievement certificates being handed out after each competition. 
Such rewards include Arduino Thinker-shields to bring our coding to life using real micro-controllers!  
Brady Cooper and Peter Short: ICT Teachers  

 

















The uniform shop will close on the Thursday 13th December and will reopen on Tuesday 
22nd January 2019. 







COLLECTING STUDENTS FROM SCHOOL EARLY  
We appreciate and understand that Parents/Carers at times need to collect their child (or children) during 
class time or earlier than the end of the normal school day. We would like to remind parents/carers of the 
school procedures in this regard. 
We advise Parents/Carers if they need to collect their child then it should be pre-arranged. A hand written 
note is to be sent  with the child detailing the reason for early departure and the time, or alternatively an 
email can be sent, with the same information, to the school email address:    
                                                  
                                          rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
 
 If a parent/carer arrives to collect their child and it has not been pre-arranged, please be aware that 

it will take at least 15 minutes to have the student located and removed from class, which means the 
person collecting will have to wait in the front foyer. 

 If a parent/carer contacts the school via telephone to inform that they will be collecting their child at a 
particular time they will be advised that this will not occur until they have actually arrived at the 
school and again it will take at least 15 minutes before the child will be at the front foyer. This is  
necessary protocol as the school has experienced situations where parents/carers do not arrive to 
collect the student at the specified time. 

 The front office staff will not locate and remove students from class for collection from 3:00pm      
onwards unless in the case of an emergency.   

 As you would be aware, disruptions to the classroom affects student’s valuable learning time and 
these procedures are in place to minimise this occurring. 

 In the case of an emergency, the school has alternative procedures in place. 
 If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact our School Administration    

Manager. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation regarding this matter. 
 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER ASSESSMENT SUPPORT AT SCHOOL.   
 Assessment/Assignment support is now available in the Ab Ed room at the following times:  

Monday: Recess  
Tuesday: Recess & Lunch 
Wednesday: Recess 
Thursday: Lunch 
Friday: Recess 
If you have any assignments/work you need to catch up on such as N Awards or if you would just like some extra 
assistance with work. Please come and see myself, Aunty Barb or Derek. We are located on the top of A block in the 
Ab Ed room just down from the Senior Study and the Learning Common. 
Matthew Marselos  
Learning and Support Teacher 
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CANTEEN ROSTER 

Monday                    12th November Volunteer needed 

Tuesday                   13th November Shelly Sinclair 

Wednesday             14th November Shelly Sinclair 

Thursday                 15th November Shelly Sinclair 

Friday                      16th November Volunteer Needed 

Monday                   19th November Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday                  20th November Shelly Sinclair 

Wednesday             21st  November Shelly Sinclair 

Thursday                 22nd  November Shelly Sinclair 
Friday                      23rd  November D Jones 









 

Rutherford Technology High School  
has an Official Facebook Page – just 
go to Facebook and look for  
“Rutherford Technology High School  
NSW Official Site” and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the school, 
important dates for your diary, and general 
information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast Club 
would like to acknowledge the generosity of  ‘Bakers Delight’  

at Rutherford who now provide us with bread. There are many 
local businesses who donate their time, service or products  
to our school.  We express our appreciation and hope our 

school community can reciprocate. 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORTERS 

Maitland 
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