
8th September 2017 
Email: rutherford-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

www.rutherfordhs.nsw.edu.au 
Telephone:  4932 5999 

Fax:  4932 8166 

OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

Please be aware the office is 
open Monday to Friday 
between 8:00am and 4:00pm. 
Outside office hours a 
message may be left on the 
school answering machine. 
Parents and caregivers are 
reminded an appointment is 
necessary before meeting 
with teachers as they have 
class, playground duty and 
other commitments during the 
school day. 

RESPECT 
RESPONSIBILITY 
COMMITMENT 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  

HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER 

11 September - Yr 12     
Textiles Excursion 
12 September - Skills Road 
Show (Library) 
13 September - Rugby 
League Lakeside 
13 September - Plan It 
Youth 
14 September - R U OK 
Day 
19 September - Yr 12       
Taronga Zoo Excursion 
19 September - Cattle     
Judging at TOCAL 
19 September - Girls Rugby 
League 
19 September - P & C     
Meeting 
20 September - Plan It 
Youth 
20 September - Sports     
Assembly 
21 September - Yr 12 
Breakfast & Farewell       
Assembly  

The next P&C meeting 
will be held on the 19th        
September at 6:00pm in 

the  interview room at the 
Front Office. All welcome 

to attend. 

A reminder to parents that if your child is unwell whilst they are at 
school there is a procedure that must be followed. The student 
needs to ask their teacher for a yellow note to go to the front office. 
Once they present at student services a phone call shall be made to 
the  relevant parent/carer to come and collect the student. At no 
time should students be calling home from their mobile phones to 
be picked up from school. Following the established rules avoids 
parents arriving at the front office and having to wait for an          
extended period of time while their child is sent for from their class-
room.  
Thank you for your understanding of this important issue. 

SASS RECOGNITION WEEK 
School Administration & Support Staff are an integral part of the day to 
day running of a school. Here at Rutherford Technology High School we 
are very lucky to have a dedicated and hardworking group of SASS that 
assist our teachers, head teachers, senior executives and most important 
of all, our students. This week we personally thanked them at a full school 
assembly and presented them with certificates of  appreciation.  Each and 
every one of them brings something of value to enhance the school      
environment in which they work. Well done, thank you, and know that you 
are an important part of our school. 
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 
 
PARENTS INTERESTED IN BEING PART OF THE STRATEGIC PLANNING TEAM 
We need more parents who would like to be part of the team constructing our strategic plan together for 2018-2020. 
The team meets every second Monday from 3.30 pm till 4.30 pm. The next meeting is Monday 11 September. 
Please call Mike Whiting if you are interested.  
 
MAITLAND LOCAL AECG PATHWAYS AWARDS 
Rutherford Technology High School hosted the Maitland Local Aboriginal Education Consultative Group Pathway 
awards on Wednesday 30 August. The night recognised outstanding achievements of Aboriginal students across 
Maitland schools and celebrated all Aboriginal students completing Year 12 this year. 
The RTHS hospitality students and staff did a great job catering for the evening. 
 
TELL THEM FROM ME PARENT SURVEY 
Thanks to all parents who have already completed this vital survey. If you are yet to complete please see               
information below. 
You are invited to participate in the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Partners in Learning survey, designed for parents 
and carers. This survey complements the TTFM student and teacher surveys, which focus on student engagement, 
wellbeing and effective teaching practices. All Department of Education schools have the opportunity to participate if 
they choose.  
Why should I participate? 

Parents and carers are an important and valued part of the school community. Schools will be able to use the survey 
feedback to make practical improvements and inform their school plan.  
What does it involve? 

This online survey takes about 15 minutes to complete. It is anonymous, and voluntary. If you have more than one 
child at this school, and feel that your children’s experiences differ, you can complete the survey more than once.  
How can I participate?  
You can access the survey in your own time, between 21 August and 13 October 2017. 
Follow the link below on your computer, tablet or smartphone:  

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/rths2017 
The survey is available in English, Arabic and Chinese (Traditional). After clicking on the link above, parents will have 
the option to choose their language. More information on the Partners in Learning survey can be found on the NSW 
Department of Education’s TTFM website: 
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/ 
If you have any questions please contact Simone Hughes Deputy Principal 
 
SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE 
This ambitious initiative not only is codifying new practices and scaling impactful approaches but also is building   
capacity with Newcastle High school our partnership school.  Our staff have just returned from Workshop 2  that 
highlighted the system of possibilities and future focused practices. 
 
YEAR 11 PRELIMINARY HSC EXAMS 
Year 11 start their Yearly exams in the hall on Monday 11 September. The exams will run all week. 
 
YEAR 10 SCIENCE VALID TESTING 
All Year 10 Science students have just undertaken state-wide online VALID testing to gauge where they are in their 
Science competencies. 
 
NAPLAN ONLINE TRIAL 
All Year 7 and 9 students have recently undertaken trial online NAPLAN tests in preparation for NAPLAN testing to 
go fully online in 2018. 
 
VIVO CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY Students were recognised for their positive behaviours and actions over 
Term 3 on Tuesday 5 September when we held our VIVO celebration assemblies. Photos of the assembly are found 
on Page 6. 
 
HSC PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 
Students undertook their HSC Drama practical exams on Thursday 31 August. From all accounts, they acquitted  
themselves very well, despite sickness ravaging the camp. Music students undertake their practical exams on Friday 
15 September and we wish them the best of luck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/rths2017
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/


VISUAL ARTS AND INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY –TIMBER  
Students had an open evening displaying their work on Tuesday 29 August and this was very successful displaying 
some very talented work.  



MATHEMATICS COMPETITION REPORT 2017 
 

Students from Rutherford Technology High School entered into two 
Mathematics Competitions:  
 
 
 

The Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians 
The Australian Mathematics Competition 

 
 
 
 
The Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians was held from March to June.  
Our students were given six problems to solve and were allocated three weeks to hand in their 
solutions.  
Ten students in total, two from each year from Year 8 & Year 9 and three from each year from 
Year 7 & Year 10, attempted these problems.  The Year 7 & Year 8 students entered the Junior 
Section, while Year 9 & Year 10 students entered the Intermediate Section.  Our students 
worked well over the three weeks, and were all awarded certificates of Participation, except for 
Taylah McCarthy from Year 7, who achieved a higher award of a Credit Certificate.  The entries 
of Taylah and two other students (Leeza Goyal of Year 7 and Mikayla Nisbet-Gore of Year 10) 
were of a particularly high standard.  The remaining eight students: Lili Botfield, Kaitlin Parish, 
Rohan Baker-Wade, Natalie Jones, Phoebe Quilty, Monique Jones and Phoenix-Zara Whitby 
all put in a lot of effort. 
The Australian Mathematics Competition saw a decrease in entries from recent years, with forty 
eight students from all years sitting for the seventy five minute test in August.  This test consists 
of 25 multiple choice questions in three difficulty sections, plus 5 questions without given       
answers (also quite difficult).  It is very prestigious, with over half a million students around   
Australia doing the test at the same time. One of our students, Alec Stafford from Year 7,      
received a Distinction Award, Joshua See & Taylah McCarthy also from Year 7, Mikayla Nisbet-
Gore & Phoenix-Zara Whitby from Year 10 and Kaylle Cuthbertson from Year 11 all received a 
Credit Award.  There was twenty four students who received Proficiency Awards and eighteen 
were given Participation Certificates. 
Competitions such as these are good for our students, allowing them to see their achievements 
in a larger cohort, in a regional and national setting.  We anticipate entering these competitions 
again in 2018.  I have enjoyed coordinating these, and other Mathematics Competitions, since 
1989, the year I started teaching at Rutherford Technology High School.  It is fun seeing       
students taking on an intellectual challenge! 
 
David Carratt 
Competition Coordinator 
 

YEAR 12 
In the last week of Term 3, Year 12 will be involved in a number of activities, culminating in their farewell breakfast 
and assembly on Thursday 21 September.  
 On Tuesday 19 September they will travel to Taronga Zoo for a Reward Excursion. 
 The school will host students and parents/carers to a Year 12 Breakfast starting at 8am on 21 September, this 

will be followed by an official Farewell Assembly commencing at 9.15am.  
 HSC starts Monday 16 October through to Friday 10 November 2017.  
 The Year 12 Formal at Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley will be held Thursday 16 November 2017. 
I would like to wish all of our Year 12 students the very best for their coming HSC examinations and future            
endeavours. 
 
Michael Whiting 
Principal 
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YEAR 7 NEWSLETTER 
Hello parents and guardians of Year 7. 
Year 7 have continued to focus and work hard throughout Term 3. They have been involved in the trial of the new 
online NAPLAN to give the system a test run for next year. We thank Year 7 for all their patience and effort 
throughout demonstrating a great level of commitment taking on the responsibility of trialling the new system.  
Naplan results have since come out and Mrs Hedges and I are very proud of all the students who participated and 
hope that your results reflect the effort that you all put in. A reminder that even though it is getting towards the end 
of term, we still need to continue to focus in each lesson. This is valuable learning time and it would be lovely to 
have the teachers continue to praise our year 7 classes for their respect and commitment during class time.  
I would like to thank Year 7 for helping out and assisting with the Stage 3 Gala day that was held this term for    
partner primary schools. It is great to see Year 7 students being so respectful and responsible when representing 
the school out in the community. A reminder that as the weather starts to warm back up, it is essential that we 
maintain our excellent uniform standards. The uniform shop is open and stocking summer uniforms if there is    
anything that you need to replace. 
Big congratulations to our GATS students from 7R who recently participated in the Education Perfect Science 
Championships 2017. Along with 8R we placed 2nd out of 137 schools which is a fantastic effort. Well done!  
The VIVO rewards system is our school wide reward system for students displaying traits such as; making positive 
contributions to class, being prepared to learn, keeping areas tidy and wearing the correct school uniform.         
Congratulations to all the students who won awards at the VIVO assembly for Term 3 and for Year 7 who are    
currently the top earning year group. The points students obtain can be redeemed for prizes through the VIVO 
website: 
https://www.vivomiles.com.au 

If students in Year 7 have any wellbeing concerns can come and see Miss Hedges (Year Advisor) in the English  
staffroom at recess and lunch or Mr Marselos (Assistant Year Advisor) in the Support staffroom at recess and 
lunch.  
Matthew Marselos  
Assistant Year 7 Advisor – Rutherford Technology High School 

1 GERMON, Natasha 7 822 

2 HEMMINGS, Jhett 7 696 

3 FOOTE, Jason 7 675 

4 GOFF, Tanneka 7 648 

5 HORN, Chelsea 7 624 

6 DEALL, Angela 7 624 

https://www.vivoclass.com.au/staff/users.profile.php?users_id=471963
https://www.vivoclass.com.au/staff/users.profile.php?users_id=471887
https://www.vivoclass.com.au/staff/users.profile.php?users_id=472201
https://www.vivoclass.com.au/staff/users.profile.php?users_id=472295
https://www.vivoclass.com.au/staff/users.profile.php?users_id=472103
https://www.vivoclass.com.au/staff/users.profile.php?users_id=471895


RUTHERFORD LEARNING COMMUNITY TRANSITION GALA DAY  
On Friday 1 September 2017, students from our Partner Primary schools in Year 5 and Year 6 came together for a 
Sports Gala day hosted by Rutherford Technology High School. 
Students from Rutherford Technology High School in Year 7 did a fantastic job of being team managers and          
students from Year 10, Year 11 & Year 12 were excellent in their roles of coaches and referees. 
A great day of sporting fun was had by all and some new friendships formed. Our Year 7 Advisor for 2018,             
Ms Muller, enjoyed meeting the students of Year 7 2018. 
We would like to thank our Partner Primary school teachers for bringing their students along to this valuable         
transition day. Finally, also a very big thank you to Mr Miller and Mr Thomas for all of their organisation for the day. 
 
Emma Basedow 
Year 6-7 Transition Co-Ordinator 







STAGE 3 ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
During the period 2 July 2017 - 24 August 2017, students from Year 5 and Year 6 visited Rutherford Technology 
High School on four occasions to participate in Enrichment Days. 
 
As part of the Enrichment Days, Miss Taber from our Science Faculty conducted a Forensics Course.  The students 
collected evidence from stage crime scenes and then did a range of scientific testing to eliminate suspects to find the 
person who had committed the crime.  The tests included: 
 
 -using Microscopes to identify clothing fibres and hair samples 
 -using Bunsen Burners to match the soil type on the suspects shoes and  crime scene 

-using chemicals to identify blood types A, B, AB and O, along with diabetes 
 -using powder to match finger print types. 
 
After discovering which suspects committed the crime, students brainstormed the role of the lawyer establishing    
motive and convincing a jury.  Students then made an evaluation to whether the Judge would find the accused guilty 
or innocent.  
 
All students, and teachers, had amazing days! 
 
Veronica Taber 
Science Teacher 



WELLBEING NEWS 
As a Wellbeing team, we provide students who do not have food, a nutritious lunch. The team has been noticing an 
increase in students who have not been organised in the morning coming to the Wellbeing staffroom for food. Here is 
some hints and tips on packing a nutritious lunch and organisational ideas to ensure you have food every day!A 
healthy school lunch gives children energy to learn and play. Packing a nutritious lunch helps your child to eat well 
and influences their future eating habits. Involving your child in planning, shopping for and preparing their lunchbox 
develops their ability to make healthy choices and enjoy good food.  
A HEALTHY LUNCHBOX  
The food eaten at school should be about a third of the food consumed over the course of a day. Typically, this 
would consist of lunch and a snack. Ideally, this would include:  
A lean protein food such as: tuna or salmon (canned in spring water or oils such as canola, olive or sunflower), 
boiled eggs or lean meats such as chicken or beef.  
A starch food such as: bread, rice, potatoes and pasta. There is a variety to choose from such as 
wholegrain, wholemeal or high fibre breads such as seeded rolls, Lebanese bread, pita, lavash, bagels, plain       
popcorn, a wholemeal low sugar muffin, brown and white rice or pasta. 
Fruit and/or vegetable such as: whole or chopped fruit, raw vegies such as carrot sticks, cherry tomatoes, 
cucumber or capsicum strips, canned fruit in natural juice or a small salad. 
A reduced fat dairy food such as: reduced fat yoghurt, reduced fat cheese, or reduced fat milk or their       
alternatives (remember to pack in an insulated container with an ice pack or frozen bottle of water). 
Bottle of tap water frozen on hot days to keep the lunchbox and your child cool. Sweetened drinks such as juice, 
cordial or soft drink are not recommended as these contain too much sugar, which is not good for dental health and 
contains no nutritional value. Energy drinks are banned by the school. 

FOOD SAFETY  

When packing a school lunch, it is important to consider how the lunch will be kept cool to prevent foods and drinks 
from spoiling. If food is not stored properly, bacteria in the food can grow and make your children sick. For this     
reason it is essential to keep school lunches cool. Lunches kept in children's school bags all day are likely to get 
warm, and foods such as meat or cheese sandwiches, milk, cheese and yoghurt must be kept cool. 

Try the following: 
To keep sandwiches fresh and protected from contamination, wrap them in plastic wrap or 'snap lock' plastic bags. 
Freeze small packs of UHT milk or water ahead of time and put into a lunchbox to keep it cool. 
When preparing lunches the night before they will be eaten, make sure they are stored in the fridge overnight. 
Choose a lunch box that includes a water bottle. Fill the bottle with water and freeze it, then place it in the lunch box 
to keep food cold. 
Insulated lunchboxes are also a great option. 
Remember to wash, rinse and thoroughly dry lunchboxes after every use to keep food safe. 
Pack the lunchbox the night before so your child can grab their lunch quickly in the morning. 
Make a week’s worth of sandwiches and freeze them.  
Make up prepackaged baked goods such as muffins that can be packed into lunchboxes. 
If your child does not have food at school, they can go to the Wellbeing staffroom and be provided with lunch. Our 
breakfast club runs each morning in the kitchens to ensure our students have a good start to the day. 
HT Wellbeing  
Louise Smailes Years 7, 9, 11 
Kris Turner Years 8, 10, 12 



WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 
Woolworths Earn & Learn is back! 
Now it is easier than ever to earn valuable resources for our school with benefits such as boosting supplies in 
classrooms, libraries, music rooms, science labs and also equipment for sport lessons. 
It is simple to participate: 
From Wednesday 26 July 2017 to Tuesday 19 September 2017 (or whilst stocks last) when you shop at          
Woolworths you can collect Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers from the checkout operator or through an online 
order. There will be one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10.00 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and 
gift cards).  Place your stickers onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and once the sheet is completed 
simply place it in the Collection box.   
Rutherford Technology High School will have collection boxes located here at the school in the front office and at 
our local Woolworths stores at Rutherford & Aberglasslyn. 



REACH FOUNDATION 
Rutherford Technology High School was one of the pilot schools when                                                                              
the Reach Foundation branched into the Hunter Region in 2014. 
Today our students continue to benefit from the fantastic programs they 
run.                                                                                                         
Reach promotes emotional and social growth to help young people see                                                                   
their own inner strengths and plan for a successful future. 
Along with other students from schools across the lower Hunter, our                                                                               
students participated in the Grounded Workshop@ Kurri Kurri TAFE                                                                                 
on Thursday 31 August 2017. 

Welcome to the last captain's message of 2017. 
This week has been jam packed with assemblies and fundraisers! We have seen our year 7 SRC leaders step up 
by being involved in their first VIVO assembly in which they shone.  
Yesterday we had the pleasure of running a very successful fundraising day 'Wet n Wild Wednesday' to raise   
money to go towards a filtered water bubbler the SRC will be installing within our school. We had many students 
and teachers dressed in costumes related to water. It was great to see the support towards our Cold Rock and  
spider fundraisers having the longest lines the SRC has ever had for their food, which was a great thing to see. 
Many friends gathered to take Polaroid pictures and all had a fantastic day.  
It was also so rewarding working with our new school captains and leaders for next year. The school is in great 
hands, and it is great to see how passionate and excited they are already!  It has been an absolute pleasure writing 
the message for the newsletter and being the 2017 school captains where we have learnt skills and lessons we will 
keep forever. Thank you for reading and for your support!  
  
Ash and Anton :)  

CAPTAIN’S MESSAGE 



TERM 3: WEEK 6 ASSEMBLY – PDHPE FACULTY PBL AWARDS 
 
Year 7 
Ben Evans    Outstanding School Service in TSP Football 
Leeza Goyal   Excellence in PDHPE 
Justin Pacamalan  Excellence in PDHPE 
Peter Perry    Consistent Effort in PDHPE 
 
Year 8 
Lachlan Davey               Improved Effort and Application in PDHPE 
Clarence Lawrence  Improved Effort and Application in PDHPE 
Kade Windon    Consistent Effort in PDHPE 
 
Year 9 
Leia Avery   Improved Performance in PDHPE and Dance 
Trent Bell    Outstanding School Service in TSP Football 
Noah Curry   Consistent Application in PDHPE 
Emily Marquet   Excellence in Dance Practical 
Amelia Sutcliffe               Consistent Application in PDHPE 
 
Year 10 
Connor Gallagher  All Round Effort in PDHPE 
Kalika Payne   Improved Performance in PDHPE 
Nathan Stephenson  Excellent Sportsmanship in PDHPE 
 
Year 11 
Emily Deall   Commitment and All Round Effort in PDHPE   
Beau Wilson   Commitment and All Round Effort in SLR 
 
Year 12 
Tiffany Burbage               Consistent Application in CAFS 
Sophie Curry   Consistent Application in CAFS 
Ashley Fry   Outstanding Assessment Results in Trial HSC 
Skye Munro-McGrady  Outstanding Assessment Results in Trial HSC 
Grace Vallance               Outstanding Assessment Results in Trial HSC 
 



TERM 3: WEEK 7 ASSEMBLY – SCIENCE FACULTY PBL AWARDS 

 
Year 7 
Lili Botfield   Consistent Application in Science 
Sam Brooks   Excellent Effort in Science 
Kye Delmege   Excellent Effort in Science 
Brooke Farquharson  Excellent Commitment in Science 
Leeza Goyal    Excellent Commitment in Science 
Chelsea Horn   Consistent Application in Science 
Taylah McCarthy  Excellent Commitment in Science 
Michael Rashleigh  Consistent Application in Science 
Olivia Roser   Consistent Application in Science 
Kiarnah White                Excellent Poster Work in Science 
 
Year 8 
Courtney Edwards  Consistent Application in Science 
Lucy Geelan   Excellent Commitment in Science 
Jesse Hamilton                Excellent Commitment in Science 
Samara Harrison  Excellent Commitment in Science 
Coen Hodgkinson  Excellent Commitment in Science 
Nunia Palu   Consistent Application in Science 
Annalise Stoessel  Consistent Effort in Science 
Rebecca Ward               Excellent Commitment in Science 
 
Year 9 
Noah Curry   Consistent Application in Science 
Devynne Goward  Consistent Effort in Agriculture 
Charlie Johnson  Consistent Effort in Agriculture 
Leah Muter   Consistent Effort in Science 
Kasey Pryor   Consistent Effort in Agriculture 
Blake Szymanski  Consistent Effort in Science 
 
Year 10 
Angus Calder   Consistent Application in Science 
Layla Cassar   Consistent Effort in Science 
Jacinta Mangnall  Excellent Effort in Science 
Mikayla Nisbet-Gore  Consistent Application in Science 
Summer Trifon Sullivan              Consistent Application in Science 
 
Year 11 
Clare Faustini   Consistent Effort in Chemistry 
Cade Fogg   Consistent Effort in Physics 
Lachlan Forbes               Consistent Effort in Chemistry 
Josh Ford   Consistent Application in Science 
Emily Pryor   Excellent Effort in Science 
Joanna Rebb   Consistent Effort in Chemistry 
 
Year 12 
Jade-Ivy Atmore-Grant              Consistent Effort in Physics 
Thomas Bannister  Consistent Effort in Physics 
Anton Osborne               Excellent Effort in Science 
Kianah Redman               Consistent Application in Science 
Emma Woodbridge  Consistent Effort in Chemistry 
 
 
 











 
 
 
 
Rutherford Technology High School  

                                   UNIFORM SHOP 

OPENING HOURS: 
 
   TUESDAY           8:00am - 12noon 
   THURSDAY  8:00am - 12noon 
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CANTEEN ROSTER 

Monday  11 September Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday 12 September Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday 13 September Volunteer Needed 

Thursday 14 September Volunteer Needed 

Friday  15 September Volunteer Needed 

Monday  18 September Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday  19 September Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday 20 September Volunteer Needed 

Thursday 21 September Volunteer Needed 

Friday  22 September Volunteer Needed 





 

Rutherford Technology High School has an 
Official Facebook Page – just go to  
Facebook and look for “Rutherford  
Technology High School NSW Official Site” 
and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the school, 
important dates for your diary, and general 
information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast 
Club would like to acknowledge the generosity of  

‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford who now provide us with 
bread. There are many local businesses who donate 

their time, service or products to our school.   
We express our appreciation and hope our school  

community can reciprocate. 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORTERS 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1

