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OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

Please be aware the office is 
open Monday to Friday 
between 8:00am and 4:00pm. 
Outside office hours a 
message may be left on the 
school answering machine. 
Parents and caregivers are 
reminded an appointment is 
necessary before meeting 
with teachers as they have 
class, playground duty and 
other commitments during the 
school day. 

RESPECT 
RESPONSIBILITY 
COMMITMENT 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  

HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER 

2 August - Science &   
Engineering Challenge at 
Newcastle University 
2 August - Plan It Youth 
Program 
2 August - Education 
Week Awards 
3 August - RAAF Tour 
Williamtown Airbase 
4 August - RYDA Driver 
Education at Tocal 
4 August - HSC Retail   
Excursion Charlestown 
Square 
6 August - School        
Aerobics National     
Championships at Gold 
Coast 
9 August - Science &    
Engineering Discovery Day 
at Maitland Grossman High 
9 August - Plan It Youth 
Program 

The next P&C   
meeting will be held 
on the 15th August 
at 6:00pm in the  
interview room at 
the Front Office. All 
welcome to attend. 

Another successful MADD night for Rutherford Technology High School, showcasing 
some amazing talents from our Music, Art, Dance and Drama students. There was over 
thirty performances, hundreds of artworks and a highly trained technical crew          
supporting what was a night to remember. The day saw over 400 students from our 
feeder primary schools enjoying the entertainment and participating in interactive     
artworks. This is all made possible because of a supportive executive staff at the 
school and a massive collaborative effort by all the CAPA and Dance staff, once again 
going above and beyond to give students the extracurricular activities in the Arts.  
Mr M Richards 
HT CAPA (relieving) 
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 
WELCOME BACK TO TERM 3 
We are already two weeks into Term 3 and another very busy term looms ahead of us. We welcome two new staff; 
Samantha Linhart in English and Brian Hunt as Careers Adviser. 
 
THANK YOU  
I would like to thank the large number of staff who gave up holiday time to come into school and work with Year 12 
students. Your commitment is awesome. 
 
GREAT NEWS – SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE 
We received the fantastic news to start the term that we have been selected as part of the Schools of the              
Future Program for 2017-18. We will be working in partnership with the Department of Education Innovation Unit, to: 
 partner with 30 other ambitious schools state-wide to share and refine our work;  
 use new methods of disciplined innovation; 
 support our exploration of new practices; 
 collect compelling evidence about the impact of our work.  
We are one of only three schools in the Hunter to be selected to participate in this program and we will work in close 
partnership with Newcastle High School. 
The program will be led by Mrs Hughes, Mr Daly, Miss McCann and Mrs Grant. The team have already participated 
in their first training day in Sydney. I would like to congratulate Mrs Hughes on the great submission she produced for 
this program. 
 
“SECRETARY FOR THE DAY 2017” 
Jacinta Mangnall in Year 10 has been selected as one of twenty students state-wide to be part of a two day student 
leadership program in Sydney. The students will work on leadership activities and shadow senior executive members 
of the NSW Department of Education. Jacinta will shadow Lila Mularczyk the Director of Secondary Education. 
 
END OF TERM 2 
It was a very busy end of Term 2. We had a NAIDOC week assembly and activities celebrating the indigenous     
culture of many of our students. Our CAPA (Creative and Performing Arts) students showcased their talents with 
MADD (Music, Art, Drama and Dance) matinee and evening performances. CAPA staff are doing great work behind 
scenes. There will be another MADD evening in Term 4. 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING 
A lot of time will be spent during Semester 2 developing our Strategic Plan 2018-2020. The P&C are providing some 
parent representatives on the planning team. More parents are welcome. If you are interested, call Maxine Creek our 
Community Liaison Officer on 49325999. 
 
TELL THEM FROM ME PARENT SURVEY 
During August parents will receive information on a survey. It is crucial we get feedback from as many people as 
possible to give us your perceptions of what we need to be doing to improve the educational outcomes of your     
students.  
 
SUBJECT SELECTIONS YEARS 8 AND 10 
The subject selection process for students in Years 8 and 10 is underway. Year 10 had information sessions on 
Tuesday 18 July. On the evening of Wednesday 19 July a subject information evening was held for students and 
parents of both Year 8 and Year 10. Selections are open until 11 August 2017.  Once selections close, individual  
interviews will be arranged for parents/students of Year 10 students to finalise their choices.  
 
TRIAL HSC 
Year 12 students have been busy with the trial HSC exams. They conclude on Friday 28 July. Many Year 12        
students are also busy finalising major works and performances. 
 
PARENT/TEACHER EVENING 
We held a parent/teacher evening on Wednesday 26 July. Thank you to the parents who came in to talk to staff 
about the educational outcomes of their students. Thank you to Mrs Fabri for her organisation. 
 
RUTHERFORD LEARNING COMMUNITY EDUCATION WEEK PRESENTATION ASSEMBLY 
The theme of Education Week this year is “I Learn, We Learn”. On Wednesday 2 August we will be celebrating the 
educational successes of our students, staff and community members across all the schools in our learning        
community. This will involve a presentation evening in the Rutherford High hall starting at 5.30 pm. 
 
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING (PBL) 
Our new signage for PBL has been ordered and should be up around the school shortly. Mrs Thornton and Mrs Fabri 
have just undergone further training to enhance our PBL program. 
Michael Whiting 
Principal 



A huge thank you to all  the Year 12 teachers who gave up some of their July Holidays to come into school to help 
HSC students to prepare for their Trial HSC examinations and also to work on their major works. This provided extra 
tuition and more opportunity to focus on HSC questions that will assist our students to maximise their HSC grades. 
Your dedication is greatly appreciated by your students and the school community. Next holidays there will be      
Holiday Tuition arranged just prior to the HSC. Many subjects offer  After School Tuition that can be          
negotiated with teachers in their faculty subjects. We encourage all students to be part of these programs in order to 
achieve the best HSC results possible. 
Term Three in the Senior Study will be focusing on revision and study for the HSC. 
  
Anne Young 
Stage 6 Coordinator  
Senior Study 

EXECUTIVE REPORT 
 
Wow, it is hard to believe we are already in Semester 2 – 2017 is flying by! We have had a good start to the year in 
the English Faculty with our new staff members integrating well within the school – they are quite popular with the 
students and love being part of our school community. We will be welcoming another new face this semester with 
the appointment of Ms Samantha Linhart who is eager to join our school. It was, however, a sad farewell to Ms   
Rebbeca Stranger who left us at the end of last term – we all wish her the best of luck in her new city. 
There has been a positive atmosphere in the English classrooms so far; with many students showing commitment to 
improvement their knowledge and skills through taking up their teachers’ offers of assistance, particularly with    
drafting their assessment tasks. This shows a lot of responsibility and is reflected in these students’ results. This 
preparation and drafting of responses is a necessary strategy students need to develop to build their skills –         
particularly in the senior years if students wish to achieve the HSC and ATAR results required for their future plans. 
We are almost at the end of the Year 12 school year, and it is imperative that students use this time before the HSC 
exams to focus on improving their writing – there is still time to make a difference! 
 
Another positive development is the establishing of junior debating teams by Ms Bartlett – we have had a number of 
keen volunteers – but we would always love to have more! If any student is interested in debating, please come and 
see us in the English Staffroom. We are looking forward to some friendly competitions coming up with local high 
schools. 
 
Just a reminder to encourage students to be building their language skills through reading for at least 20 minutes a 
day – this is integral to their literacy development. Also, remember that this does not necessarily mean that students 
have to read novels – magazines from interest areas, newspapers, film reviews, biographies and autobiographies 
(both online or print) are just some examples of what students might find interest in reading. A regular study plan will 
also ensure students are well prepared for assessment tasks and building the knowledge and skills needed for each 
topic – as well as assisting students to build in junior school the study skills necessary to complete Year 12. 
 
As always, our door is open to anyone with any questions, no matter how small and we welcome any student taking 
the responsibility to ask for assistance in understanding expectations or improving their skills. We look forward to 
seeing you in Semester 2! 
 
Stephanie Mole 
HT English 



WELLBEING NEWS 
ATTENDANCE  
On the last Thursday of Term 2, a Pizza lunch was held for the roll call class from each year group with the best rate 
of attendance for Term 2. Congratulations to the following roll call groups: 
Year 7 – Roll Call 7.6 
Year 8 – Roll Call 8.2 
Year 9 – Roll Call 9.2 
Year 10 – Roll Call 10.2 
Year 11 – Roll Call 11.1  
Year 12 - Roll Call 12.4 
This week 170 students were invited to a free a Sausage Sizzle, which was held to acknowledge those students who 
had an attendance rate of 97% or above for Term 2. Congratulations to all of these students for displaying one of our 
school’s core value of     commitment.   
Louise Smailes Head Teacher Wellbeing for Year 7, 9, 11 
Kris Turner Head Teacher Wellbeing for Year 8, 10, 12 

 
ANTI BULLYING 
antibullying.nsw.gov.au 
 
The NSW Anti-bullying website was released last Friday, as part of the NSW Governments anti-bullying strategy to 
support schools to identify student bullying, prevent it and respond effectively when it does occur. The NSW anti-
bullying website brings together existing and new resources into one location, and provides specific content for 
schools and teachers, primary and secondary aged students, and their parents and carers. 
Specific resources for parents and carers include information and links on the following topics: 

Defining bullying 
Keeping my child safe online 
My child is being bullied 
My child is bullying others 
My child has seen bullying 

An anti-bullying ‘Parents and Carers Tips’ factsheet has been included and can be found on the website using the 
link above. 

https://antibullying.nsw.gov.au/




RUTHERFORD/TELARAH ROTARY CLUB 
Rutherford Technology High School is proudly associated with the Rutherford/Telarah Rotary Club with many of our        
students active members of their Interact Club. 
On Monday 26 June 2017 the Rutherford/Telarah Rotary Club held their annual changeover meeting and Rutherford 
Technology High School was represented by students and staff. 
We are delighted to inform you as part of the night Rutherford Technology High School Year 12 student  Zoe    
Fletcher, was presented with her Certificate II in Active Volunteering.  Zoe is a member of the Rutherford/Telarah 
Interact Club who gives up a great deal of her time to assist with a variety of fundraising activities/events and       
functions. 
A very big congratulations to Zoe on her achievement and to all those who represented, and continue to represent, 
our school with their involvement and association with the Rutherford/Telarah Rotary and/or Interact Club. 



 
TERM 3 SPORT - YEAR 7 
The Year 7 Sports Program will commence Archery at the Feral Archery Range, Rutherford in Term 3.  
This replaces the scheduled term of Tennis due to a change in leasing agreements at the Rutherford courts.         
Students will walk to the venue accompanied by their teacher. The cost for each fortnightly session is $5.00 which is 
to be paid directly to the archery centre.  
A reminder to any student who has not paid the $50.00 fee for buses to do so as buses will be used again in Term 4. 
Sports sessions are tabled below. 
 
*Students in 7L & 7M will attend one more Flip out session in Week 1 Term 3 due to missing out as a result 
of NAPLAN testing.  
 
 

 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1     19/7/17 
7L & 7M 

  21/7/17 
7A & 7K 

2   25/7/17 
7R & 7T 

      

3 31/7/17 
7B & 7G 

  2/8/17 
7L & 7M 

  4/8/17 
7A & 7K 

4   8/8/17 
7R & 7T 

      

5 14/8/17 
7B & 7G 

  16/8/17 
7L & 7M 

  18/8/17 
7A & 7K 

6   22/8/17 
7R & 7T 

      

7 28/8/17 
7B & 7G 

  30/8/17 
7L & 7M 

  1/9/17 
7A & 7K 

8   5/9/17 
7R & 7T 

      

9 11/9/17 
7B & 7G 

  13/9/17 
7L & 7M 

  15/9/17 
7A & 7K 

10   19/9/17 
7R & 7T 

      

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 
Woolworths Earn & Learn is back! 
Now it is easier than ever to earn valuable resources for our school with benefits such as boosting supplies in 
classrooms, libraries, music rooms, science labs and also equipment for sport lessons. 
It is simple to participate: 
From Wednesday 26 July 2017 to Tuesday 19 September 2017 (or whilst stocks last) when you shop at        
Woolworths you can collect Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers from the checkout operator or through an online 
order.  There will be one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every $10.00 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and 
gift cards).  Place your stickers onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and once the sheet is completed 
simply place it in the Collection box.   
Rutherford Technology High School will have collection boxes located here at the school in the front office and at 
our local Woolworths stores at Rutherford & Aberglasslyn. 



HUNTER REGIONAL ATHLETICS 
We are very proud to inform you that Rutherford Technology High School was  represented by a number of students 
at the Hunter Regional Athletics held at Glendale Athletics Complex on Monday & Tuesday 26 & 27 July 2017. 
All the students were 100% committed to their events and showed great sportsmanship both on and off the field.   
We would like to congratulate the following students on their achievement: 
 
 Gabby Atkins    800m 
 Riley Bajrik    Shot Put & Discus 
 Jessica Bate    1500m 
 Sebastian Baxter   100m & 200m 
 Maison Burkey                800m 
 Ethan Fellows                Discus 
 Emily Forth    200m 
 Madisyn Grigull                Shot Put 
 Bayley Habgood   800m & High Jump 
 Ella Henrickson                High Jump 
 Monique Jones                High Jump 
 Ashley Kennedy   Shot Put 
 Rozelle Kleyn                800m & 1500m 
 Nick Olive    Shot Put, Discus & Javelin 
 Justin Pacamalan   100m & 800m 
 Jake Payne    Discus 
 Hayden Regan                100m, 200m, Long Jump, Javelin & Discus 
 Will Regan    High Jump 
 Mikealee Roberts   Shot Put & Discus 
 Khobi Smith    High Jump 
 Hakeem Torrens   100m 
 Jimmy Whaleboat   Long Jump & Javelin  
 
 12 Year Girls 100m Relay  Hannah Evans, Juliette Kostalova,  
      Allira Mains & Mikaelee Roberts 
 
 13 Year Boys 100m Relay  Sebastian Baxter, Maison Burkey,  
      Ben Evans & Ben Hackett 
 
 16 Year Boys 100m Relay  Brayden Bice, Khobi Smith, 
      Hakeem Torrens & Jimmy Whaleboat 

HSIE NEWS 
The start of Semester 2 for RTHS HSIE will see the team implement a range of new teaching and learning programs 
in preparation for 2018. Primarily, Mr Kegan Daly and Mrs Kristy Grant have recently spent time with the DOE’s   
Futures Learning Unit and the Innovation Unit in developing cutting-edge strategies to apply in the classroom. This 
has seen staff from RTHS work collaboratively with Kurri Kurri High School and Newcastle High School. 
Additionally, during Semester 1, members of the HSIE team were fortunate enough to work with schools across the 
state in Project Nest and EduTech Conferences. These conferences brought staff to the forefront of new teaching 
and learning innovations that can be implemented at RTHS. The HSIE team have been utilising the new Open 
Learning Spaces in K-Block, implementing a range of Project Based Learning and Future Focused practices. This is 
further evident in the HEAT elective for years 9 & 10, as well as, the Year 7 & 8 GATS classes. As a result, the HSIE 
team have found increased student engagement and innovation. 
During the Holidays, Mr Kegan Daly delivered a presentation to Hunter TSO Co-ordinators about technology in the 
classroom and how technologies can be used effectively in the classroom. This saw staff from Dungog and Kurri  
Kurri, to name a few, listen to how the HSIE Team utilise technology to improve student engagement and achieve-
ment. 
The HSIE faculty are also in the process of moving to an online Learning Management System (LMS) called Canvas. 
Canvas allows students and parents to access course content and assessment tasks throughout the course, as well 
as engage with staff members out of the classroom. 
The Year 9 and 10 Commerce excursion at the end of Term 2 was fantastic. Mr Daly and Ms Muller accompanied 
students to Newcastle to visit the Newcastle Museum, JSA Financial Planning and My Souk Drawer. Students were 
able to discuss with small business owners the positives and negatives of business ownership. 





















SKOOLBAG APP 
Rutherford Technology High School has the Skoolbag App.  To ensure you keep up-to-date with events 
happening at our school, as well as advising the school of a student absence, please download the App 
to your Apple, Android or Windows device using the following instructions:    







 
 
 
 
Rutherford Technology High School  

                                   UNIFORM SHOP 

OPENING HOURS: 
 
   TUESDAY           8:00am - 12noon 
   THURSDAY  8:00am - 12noon 
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CANTEEN ROSTER 

Monday  31 July Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday 1 August Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday 2 August Volunteer Needed 

Thursday  3 August Volunteer Needed 

Friday  4 August Volunteer Needed 

Monday 7 August Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday  8 August Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday  9 August Volunteer Needed 

Thursday 10 August Volunteer Needed 

Friday  11 August Volunteer Needed 

   HELPFUL HINTS FROM THE LaST (Learning and Support Team) 
 
                        MORE COMMONLY CONFUSED WORDS 
 
its                    possessive noun                              The little pony stamped its feet 
it's                   contraction of it is or it has              It's time to do your homework 
 
know              well informed                                    Mum will know if I am lying 
no                   opposite of yes                                 No, you may not talk 
now                at the present time                           We need to finish working now. 
 
lay                   to place or put                                   Lay the book on the shelf 
lie                    to recline or rest                               The cat is not to lie on the chair 
 
loose               free or untied                                    My pants are loose 
lose                 to misplace or fail                             Do not lose your lunch  
 
passed            always a verb -                                 Sam passed  the math test 
                         past tense of pass 
 
past                 a period of time before                    History is based on the past (n) 
                         the present                                       My past (adj.) students visit sometimes 
                                                                                    Mum nearly drove past (prep.) me 





 

Rutherford Technology High School has an 
Official Facebook Page – just go to  
Facebook and look for “Rutherford  
Technology High School NSW Official Site” 
and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the school, 
important dates for your diary, and general 
information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast 
Club would like to acknowledge the generosity of  

‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford who now provide us with 
bread. There are many local businesses who donate 

their time, service or products to our school.   
We express our appreciation and hope our school  

community can reciprocate. 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORTERS 
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