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OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

Please be aware the office 
is open Monday to Friday 
between 8am and 4pm. 
Outside office hours a 
message may be left on 
the school answering 
machine. Parents and 
caregivers are reminded 
an appointment is 
necessary before meeting 
with teachers as they have 
class, playground duty and 
other commitments during 
the school day. 

RESPECT 
RESPONSIBILITY 

COMMITMENT 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  
HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER 

21st March - Harmony 
Day 
21st March - MSC 
Computer Tutoring 
22nd March - Plan - It 
Youth 
28th March - MSC 
Computer Tutoring 
29th March - Plan - It 
Youth 
29th March - R.T. Bald 
Portrait Prize 
29th March - Parent 
Teacher Evening 
30th March - Open 
Rugby League at    
Aberglasslyn 
31st March - Interact 
Conference 
2nd April - State   
Swimming at Homebush 

Our next P & C meeting 
will be held on 21st March 
2017 at 6pm.This will be 
our AGM that was held 
over from February to   
allow our new members to 
become financial and   
eligible to vote. We       
welcome any members of 
our school   community to 
attend. 

TSP FOOTBALL CHARITY MATCH 
On Friday the 3rd March, alumni of the TSP football program (2011 -  2016) were 
invited back into the school for an exhibition charity match against the Open Boys 
Football team. The junior TSP classes were invited to watch the match and in excess 
of $300 was raised to support ex student Kalan Egar in his ongoing cancer treatment 
costs. The Open Boys Football team took a 3 - 2 lead early in the second half before 
the Old Boys got their passing game together after some stern words from special 
guest coaches Greg Archbold and Glen Barker. The Old Boys ran out 7-3 winners 
featuring a dynamo goal scoring performance from Old Boy - Luke Geipel. The     
occasion was well supported  by all participants in the school's TSP Football program 
and the match will now become an annual event.  
 
Thanks to all involved, yours in Football  
 
B Newham.  
TSP Football Coach 
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 
PARENT TEACHER NIGHT 
Please take the opportunity to come along on 29 March to meet your child’s teachers and discuss how they are    
progressing. 
CONGRATULATIONS  
Kris Turner has been relieving in the role of HT Wellbeing for the last few years and doing a fantastic job. This was 
recognised recently with her successfully being promoted to the position full-time. I am sure everyone who deals with 
Kris would congratulate her on how well deserved this is. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TEACHERS. 
Our Head Teacher VET Toby Butler and all the VET teachers in the school undertook a two day audit last week to 
ensure we are meeting industry standards. The team was praised for the quality work that is occurring in the        
vocational education programs at RTHS. 
N AWARDS YEARS 10, 11 AND 12 
A reminder to Year 10, 11, and 12 students of promptly catching up with work if they receive a course warning letter. 
It is crucial that this is rectified so that RoSA or HSC completion is not put at risk. 
ROAD WORK IN AVERY ST 
There will be on-going roadwork in Avery St during March and April. Please take care when dropping off and picking 
up students. Police will be doing regular checks on parking, etc. 
UNIFORM 
The school uniform has been great this year. Our greatest challenge is school jumpers when the cold weather      
arrives. Get in before the holidays and purchase your school jumper, so we look great to start the term. 
YEAR 9 NAPLAN AND THE HSC MINIMUM LITERACY AND NUMERACY STANDARD 
(INFORMATION FROM NESA, FORMERLY BOSTES) 
Stronger HSC Standards reforms announced by the NSW Government require that from 2020, Year 12 students 
must reach a minimum standard of functional literacy and numeracy for award of the HSC credential. 
Students can demonstrate they have met the standard by achieving a pass in new online reading, writing and       
numeracy tests, first available to students in Year 10 in 2018. 
The standard is set at a practical level, mapped against the Australian Core Skills Framework Level 3 - a nationally 
agreed standard of functional literacy and numeracy. 
Students may prequalify for the minimum standard by achieving Band 8 or above in their Year 9 NAPLAN reading, 
writing and numeracy tests. Students will only to need sit an online test in the area in which they have not yet 
prequalified or met the standard. 
Students undertaking Year 9 NAPLAN in 2017 (the Year 12 HSC students of 2020) will have the first opportunity to 
prequalify for the minimum standard. 
NESA does not expect all students to achieve Band 8 or above in Year 9 NAPLAN tests.  
Students will have multiple opportunities to achieve the standard through the online tests. The tests will be available 
for students to sit at least twice a year in Years 10, 11 and 12 and for up to five years after starting the HSC. 
Students will not be excluded from the HSC on the basis of their results in Year 9 NAPLAN or           
subsequent online tests. 
NESA does expect the vast majority of students to meet the HSC minimum standard by the time they complete Year 
12. 

Mr Michael Whiting 
Principal 

Our next P & C meeting will be held on 21st March 2017 at 
6pm.This will be our AGM that was held over from February to 
allow our new members to become financial and eligible to vote. 
We welcome any members of our school community to attend. 







WELLBEING  
PLAN-IT YOUTH 
The Plan-it Youth mentoring program started a few weeks ago with nine Year 10 students now meeting their mentors 
on a weekly basis. Plan-it Youth has been running at Rutherford Technology High School for many years and is a 
mentoring program for young people in Year 10. The program links students with a member of the community who 
volunteers to act as a mentor. Throughout the program the students involved will spend time developing goals and 
researching career information.  
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE 
The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence is Australia’s key anti-bullying event for schools. It’s a day 
where school communities across Australia ‘take a stand together’ against bullying and violence. 
On Friday 17th March a whole school assembly was run by SRC students to promote the anti-bullying message. At 
this assembly all students were given a ‘Bullying No Way’ wrist band which they wore to demonstrate that they are 
committed to stamping out bullying. 

Definition of bullying 
The national definition of bullying for Australian schools says: 

Bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour 
that causes physical and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power over one 
or more persons. Bullying can happen in person or online, and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). 

Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not defined as      
bullying. 

Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include: 

 mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance) 
 not liking someone or a single act of social rejection 

 one-off acts of meanness or spite 
isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 
However, these conflicts still need to be addressed and resolved.  

Rutherford Technology High School is dedicated to creating supportive school environments, free from bullying,    
harassment and violence. By working together we are sending a clear message to young people that bullying and 
violence, in or outside of school, are not okay at any time. 
We have a number of programs and initiatives in place to counter bullying and conflict. These include PBL lessons 
for all students in Years 7 and presentations for Year 7 and 8 students conducted by the Police Youth Liaison      
Officer.  We also have a small number of Year 10 students who have completed peer mediation training and act as 
peer mediators at our school. 
Peer mediation is a process where trained students act as mediators in disputes between other students. The       
purpose of this program is to help our students deal with conflict. Students who attend peer mediation report that 
they feel more confident about settling their own disputes and feel they can talk more openly about their problems 
with people closer to their own age. 
 The National Day of Action is coordinated by the Safe and Supportive School Communities (SSSC) Working Group, 
with representatives from all Australian educational authorities. The SSSC is also responsible for the Bullying. No 
Way! Website which offers practical resources and information to help schools, parents and students counter       
bullying, harassment and violence. 
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay 
 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay


 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE: IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY! 
 

                AT SCHOOL EVERY DAY!      ON TIME EVERY DAY! 
 
Research has proven that there is a high correlation between school attendance and academic performance and 
success, while absence from school is often the greatest single cause of poor performance and achievement. Regu-
lar school attendance will help your child to achieve in later life, makes learning easier for your child, and helps chil-
dren build and maintain friendships with other children. 
Parents can help to promote the value of education by making sure that your child goes to school regularly and ar-
rives on time. If your child starts missing school, work with the school to put things right by contacting the school and 
speaking with a year adviser or the Head Teacher Wellbeing. 
Kristine Turner 
Head Teacher Wellbeing (Attendance) 

GIRLS GET ACTIVE DAY 

On Thursday 9th March , Miss Crump and twenty four girls attended the Girls Get Active Day at Maitland Park.  Kylie 
Hilder (Australian Touch/Rugby League), Maddison Elliot (Paralympic Swimmer), Kellyann Grayson (Netball), Lisa 
Steane (AFL), Lauren Colthorpe (Football) and Kate Jenner (Hockey) have all played and succeeded at an elite level 
in their chosen sport and the girls had the opportunity to be inspired and tutored by them. A favourite was the karate 
workshop but all our girls enjoyed participating in the variety of sports offered.  
Christine Crump 
PDHPE Dept 





 Jhett HEMMINGS Respect 
 Leeza GOYAL Respect 
 Cody HIGGISON Respect 
 Juliette KOSTALOVA Respect 
 Olivia ROSER Respect 
 Jorja BARSLEY Responsibility 
 Kyle LONGLEY Responsibility 
 Cody HIGGISON Responsibility 
 Tyler RUMBEL Responsibility 
 Riley BAJRIC Responsibility 
 Jason FOOTE Commitment  
 Marnie KEMSLEY Commitment  
 Natasha Germon Commitment  
 Amber SUMNER Commitment  
 Chloe CROSHER Commitment  
 Brandi Duke Deadly 
 Sumara HILL Overall  
 Phonnapha PHANMANI Overall  

 Nicolas Knight Respect 
 Jacob PEMBERTON Respect 
 Oscar WHIPPER Respect 
 Charleigh OLIVER Respect 
 Byron WINKLER Respect 
 Jataya Wilson Responsibility 
 Liam COTTEN Responsibility 
 Lachlan BRAZIER Responsibility 
 Amelia JOHNSON Responsibility 
 Mathew BLACKWELL Responsibility 
 Joshua Sales Commitment  
 Jarred Weston Commitment  
 Brodie Higgison Commitment  
 Matthew Houghton Commitment  
 Jason DIMMOCK Commitment  
 Nicolas Knight Deadly 
 Emma BLUNT Overall  
 Jonah BETTERIDGE Overall  

 Hossain PATWARY Respect 
 Khadejah Date Respect 
 Hayden Darcy Respect 
 Owen Donald Respect 
 Dylan MANNING Respect 
Natalie JONES Responsibility 
 Tyelah JORY Responsibility 
 Mitchell EYB Responsibility 
 Jordan Braneley Responsibility 
 Stryder BROAD Responsibility 
 Karisma Robinson Commitment  
 Ebony Kelly Commitment  
 Owen Donald Commitment  
 Lylah Kershaw Commitment  
 Jordan Braneley Commitment  
 Jordan Braneley Deadly 
 Hossain PATWARY Overall  
 Olivia RACHUBINSKI Overall  

 Dion Oliver Respect 
 Skye ALDOUS Respect 
 Rowan Tonkies Respect 
 Chloe JOHNS Respect 
 Beth WAEGER-SEYMOUR Respect 
 Rowan Tonkies Responsibility 
 Daniel Edwards Responsibility 
 Khobi Smith Responsibility 
 Olivia CONNOLLY Responsibility 
 Bailey CHALLEN Responsibility 
 Corey Wilson Commitment  
 Jacinta MANGNALL Commitment  
 Emilie HAMER Commitment  
 Monique JONES Commitment  
 Emily CALDWELL Commitment  
 Hakeem Torrens Deadly 
 Dion Oliver Overall  
 Corey Wilson Overall  

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 

A list of the students that received Vivo awards for Term 1 2017. Well done! 



 Cameron HALL Respect 
 Joanna REBB Respect 
 Emily PRYOR Respect 
 Jahleasha Waters Respect 
 Deja-Anne Draper Respect 
 Chloe KOCISZEWSKI Responsibility 
 Jordan FRASER Responsibility 
 Jackson TAYLOR Responsibility 
 Brandi FENWICK Responsibility 
 Paige THOMPSON-SCARD Responsibility 
 Beau James Woods Commitment  
 Ethan Haidinger Commitment  
 Brad Foote Commitment  
 Jordan FRASER Commitment  
 Lachlan FORBES Commitment  
 Jahleasha Waters Deadly 
 Bryce Keogh Overall  
 Rozelle KLEYN Overall  

 Jasmine FOHMSBEE Respect 
 Nicholas MARQUET Respect 
 Hayley WATSON Respect 
 Shari-Lea FREEMAN Respect 
 Sarah McFarlane Respect 
 Emily HOULAHAN Responsibility 
 Tristen HABGOOD Responsibility 
 Cameron VINCENT Responsibility 
 Brianna COTTEN Responsibility 
 Meri BARBIE Responsibility 
 Sarah McFarlane Commitment  
 Gabriel Cerqueira Commitment  
 Kianah REDMAN Commitment  
 Caleb Wood Commitment  
 Zoe FLETCHER Commitment  
 Skye McGrady-Munro Deadly 
 Sarah McFarlane Overall  
 Jasmine FOHMSBEE Overall  

YEAR 11 YEAR 12 

THE RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH LEARNING COMMON  

 
 

The Rutherford Technology High Learning Common is planning to hold a Living Books afternoon next term. A living 
book is a person who may be borrowed out like a traditional library book and are willing to verbally share an         
inspirational or interesting story with a small group of students then answer  questions they may have about their   
story. Student groups would have an opportunity to engage with several living books in the one afternoon. This event 
would encourage students to engage with people as sources of information, building on the connections they make 
to the world beyond school. If you know a community member who may be willing to partake in this event or if you 
feel that you could share a story with our students, please contact me. 
Thanking you in advance for your support. 
Jo-Anne Ford. 
(Teacher-Librarian) 

HELPFUL HINTS FROM THE LaST ( Learning and Support Team) 
                            COMMUNICATION and THINKING 
Often learning at school is thought of in terms of subjects and content. Perhaps a more relevant way to view the 
learning experience of students is in terms of communication. Communication is an essential component across all 
the Key Learning Areas. It is important for students to be effective communicators to function productively and effec-
tively. 
Students are expected to know: 
 What to say (content) 
 How to say it (terminology) 
 When to say it (context) where “say” may mean read, draw, write, speak (relevant to the subject) 
Proficient literacy skills equip students with the tools to demonstrate their knowledge in all subject areas and to ver-
bally reflect and evaluate their progress. In this way students are encouraged to think deeply about what it is that 
they are learning. 
We will look at this in more detail in the next newsletter. Encourage your child to think about the knowledge, skills 
and understandings that are essential to their learning and cross subject boundaries. This will engage them and help 
them to be more pro-active in the learning process. 



MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL CAPTAINS …… 

SKOOLBAG APP 
We have the Skoolbag App, so, if you haven’t already, go to the App Store and download it. The App is fully            
operational with ALL versions of the App available to download (iPhone/iPad, Android & Windows).   
Skoolbag is a school Mobile App that communicates directly with iPhone, iPad, Android and Windows Phone       
devices. You may or may not be familiar with this App but it is another form that provides schools with an easy way 
to tell parent/carers everything they need to know, and it provides parents with the most convenient way to receive 
school notifications.  School newsletters, school notices and alerts are communicated directly to the parent 
smartphone through the Skoolbag School Mobile App.   

Instructions for installing the Skoolbag App are on the next page. 
AUSLAN COMMUNITY COURSE  
An Auslan Community Course is being introduced in the Maitland/Hunter Valley Region.   
The course is for people who are learning Auslan (Australian Sign Language) for the first time or wishing to practice 
further on their current basic signing skills.  You will develop communication skills in Auslan, learn how to fingerspell 
and how to communicate with deaf people in Auslan. 
The course will be run over 14 weeks on a Wednesday from 4:00pm to 5:00pm commencing Wednesday 17 May 
2017 and cost is $130.00 
For expressions of interest, enrolment or further information please email michael.healy8@det.nsw.edu.au by Friday 
5 May 2017. 

On Tuesday 28 February 2017 a number of RTHS students represented the school at the 
Regional Swimming Carnival held at Maitland Pool.  All students represented the school 
with great pride and displayed excellent commitment and sportsmanship.  We extend our 
congratulations to all involved and would like to thank Mrs Playford for sending us the    
photograph of Olivia Playford & Shay White on the day.  

Hallelujah the hot weather is over, our school jumpers can come out and our school still looks groovy in our uniform 
as a whole. To recognise students within the school who display our core values we had our Vivo assembly, which 
students within the SRC ran, and some SRC members who had never spoken before got up in front of the whole 
school and did a terrific job (massive shout out to the Year 8 leaders) As the end of the term is quickly approaching, 
we're organising our first fundraiser for 2017 which will be held on the 4th of April to support The Reach Foundation.  
Encouraging year groups to work together to create a better school environment , further information will be at our 
weekly assembly on the theme and purpose! Have a fantastic week :)  
Anton and Ashley 

PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM 
The Peer Support Program has been conducted for the past 8 weeks each Tuesday for all Year 7 students and their 
trained Year 11 Peer Support leaders.  
The program is a peer led, skills based learning program that empowers young people to support each other and 
contribute positively to society. Peer Support has provided students with a supportive learning environment in which 
to develop the skills, understandings, attitudes and strategies to improve their transition to high school. Many of the 
activities have helped develop key skills in resilience, assertiveness, decision  making, problem solving and        
leadership. 

Congratulations to the Peer Support leaders who have done a fantastic job in supporting and guiding our Year 7 
students. On Tuesday 14th March our final session involved a competition with two of the favourite challenges – the 
balloon challenge and the tennis ball challenge. A sausage sizzle was enjoyed by all and many firm friendships have 
developed over the past 8 weeks.  
 
Louise Smailes  
HT Wellbeing 

mailto:michael.healy8@det.nsw.edu.au




SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW SCHOOL COMPETITIONS 
 
The Sydney Royal Easter Show will be held from 6 to 19 April 2017.  As part of the show there are a number of 
school competitions that are open to schools with facilities for keeping poultry. 
Rutherford Technology High School has nominated into two of the school competitions with students working very 
closely with Ms Hull in preparation for the upcoming events.  The competitions we have entered are: 2017       
Steggles School Meat Bird Paris Competition & Hy-Line Brown School Egg Laying Competition. 
 
2017 Steggles School Meat Bird Paris Competition  
Students are presented with one dozen meat bird chickens which they will rear over the course of six weeks. The 
competition provides a glimpse into the Poultry Industry and works to dispel the myth that hormones are used in 
the production of chicken meat.  Final judging will take place at the Sydney Royal Easter Show. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hy-Line Brown School Egg Laying Competition 
Students must raise six pullets and select their best three to compete at the Sydney Royal Easter Show. Eggs 
from the exhibits will be collected across the first ten days of the show and judged according to commercial Egg 
Laying Industry Standards.  Quality and quantity are key to winning the competition. 
In preparation for the events the Pullets arrived last November at 7 weeks of age whilst the Meat Chicks arrived 
on 23 February 2017 at 1-day old.  Our Year 9 Agriculture Class have been taking care of the Meat Birds and are 
also doing a project on feed consumption and growth focusing on meat production.  Students from Year 7TM 
Class are taking care of Egg Producing Chickens and are working on a project on egg production and feed      
consumption. 
We wish the students and staff involved with the competitions the best of luck and we look forward to reporting on 
their results early next term. 
Julie Hull 
Science Dept 

 
 

HARMONY DAY 
Rutherford Technology High School will be celebrating Harmony Day on Tuesday 21st March, 2017. Harmony Day is 
a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home. The colour 
orange is used to celebrate Harmony Day because orange signifies social communication and meaningful             
conversations.  
Students are asked to wear orange on Harmony Day to celebrate the cultural diversity in our school community. No 
donation is required. Students are to ensure orange clothing is appropriate for school (no thin straps, revealing cloth-
ing etc.) and enclosed school shoe are mandatory.  
For more information about Harmony Day celebrations, please see Miss Rooney (MATHS) or Ms McKenna (HSIE). 





TRANTER LAWYERS WILL DONATION PROGRAM 
 
This year Tranter Lawyers have introduced a ‘Will Donation Program’ where they will donate $25.00 to any           
organisation of their Clients choice when they have a new Will prepared. 
We would like to thank Tranter Lawyers for their support of the local community by introducing the program and also 
say thank you in advance to their clients who nominate Rutherford Technology High School as their chosen           
organisation.  

https://twitter.com/tranterlawyers


Students can get their education in fitness, anytime…  

Sign up at ANYTIME FITNESS RUTHERFORD and receive 20% 

discount on memberships!!   

We think all students should have the chance to be healthier and 

happier, so we’ve created an awesome deal just for you. We 

know students already work hard, but we want you to work 

even harder. 

Join us now to push yourself to be the best you can be. You can 

achieve greatness! Ask in - club today about our student offer. 

MINIMUM AGE 16. 















 
 
 
 
Rutherford Technology High School  

                                   UNIFORM SHOP 

OPENING HOURS: 
 
   TUESDAY           8:00am - 12noon 
   THURSDAY  8:00am - 12noon 
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Rutherford Technology High School has an 
Official Facebook Page – just go to Face-
book and look for “Rutherford Technology 
High School NSW Official Site” and click on 
“Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to 
keep everyone informed about events at 
the school, important dates for your diary, 
and general information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast Club 
would like to acknowledge the generosity of ‘Bakers Delight’ at 
Rutherford who now provide us with bread. There are many local 
businesses who donate their time, service or products to our 
school.  We express our appreciation and hope our school    
community can reciprocate. 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
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