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OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

Please be aware the office 
is open Monday to Friday 
between 8:00am and 
4:00pm. Outside office 
hours a message may be 
left on the school 
answering machine. 
Parents and caregivers 
are reminded an 
appointment is necessary 
before meeting with 
teachers as they have 
class, playground duty and 
other commitments during 
the school day. 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

COMMITMENT 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  

HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER 

6 December - Crowne 
Plaza Excursion 
7 December - Textiles        
Excursion 
8 December - Com-
merce   Excursion 
11 December - 
Presentation Day 
13 December - End of 
Year Activities 
14 December - End of 
Year Activities 
15 December - Last 
day of Term 4. 
30 January 2018 - 
Years 7, 11 & 12    
commence school. 
31 January 2018 - 
Years 8, 9, & 10     
commence. 
 

The next P&C meeting 
will be held early next 
year, the date will be    

advised. All welcome to 
attend. 

Dancing, dining and delight were on the menu on the 16
th
 of November when         

Rutherford Technology High School’s Year 12 class of 2017 hit the Crowne Plaza for 
their Formal, a party to celebrate the end of their 13 years of school life. An            
overwhelming 239 students, parents, friends and staff joined us on a somewhat rainy 
Thursday evening. The weather put a slight dampener on the ever-important    arrival 
pictures, (and on Dion Graham’s jacket) but did little to dampen the fantastic mood. 

Every last one of our students went all out to look fabulous for the last event of their 
schooling life, and the effort certainly paid off. The photo booth was certainly well     
utilised, with plenty of glamourous and embarrassing photos taken (Let me know if you 
need anything for 21

st
 birthdays, parents, I might have some good ones) 

 As the food was starting to settle, we moved into some quick speeches. Jimmy Jones 
surprised Mrs Fabri and Mrs Fitzgibbon with a brief speech and a gift of flowers, as 
thanks for their support over the past year, moving our lovely staff to tears. Ashley Fry 
and Anton Osborne stood together as captains to speak one last time, and I think   
everyone who was there will agree that Anton’s speech will never be forgotten and will 
ring on in our ears forever. 

The cake was cut (Thanks, Ash. You know what you did.) and then the dancing began. 
Heels started to come off, bubbles and lasers filled the air, and our students flooded 
the dance floor with more than a few parents joining them in an energetic celebration of 
their time at school. Then, far too soon, the lights were on and it was time to finalise 
farewells, pick up coats, grab their heels and walk out into the night, as graduates and 
possibly more terrifyingly, actual adults. 

On a personal note, it has been a pleasure being your Year Adviser this last three 
years, Year 12. Thank you for the fabulous night that was the Year 12 formal. I wish 
you all the absolute best with your travels from here out. 

Mr Graeme Buckie 

Year 12 Year Adviser 
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 
With the holidays fast approaching, I am sure many of us are already contemplating what exciting adventures lie 
ahead over the Christmas period. However, the holidays are still a few weeks away which means there is still plenty 
of schooling left in the year. Performances for Presentation Day to rehearse, wellbeing and activity days and Year 11 
students have already begun their Year 12 course work. For any of you who have ever been on long car trips, it is an 
interesting phenomena that the last couple of hours always seem the longest. I’m not sure why this is, however, this 
is when most car accidents occur, not to mention the frustration levels increasing inside the car itself. And so it is with 
the school year, with the end in sight it can be tempting for us to let our guards down and potentially slip in our stand-
ards of speech, thought and actions. My many years of experience have proven that most behavioural issues with 
students unfortunately occur in the last few weeks of school. I would encourage you as a family to continue to talk 
with your students about keeping their standards high. We have enjoyed a successful year at school with many out-
standing results, huge improvements in learning and some wonderful activities. It is important that we finish the 
school year on a really positive note, celebrating the successes and the achievements of our students. So, as tired-
ness and fatigue begin to kick in, I would encourage all of us to continue to strive for excellence. 
YEAR 7 2018 
Over the past few weeks we have had the pleasure of welcoming many Year 7 2018 students to our school. They 
have been involved in our Targeted Transition Program and ATSI Transition Day. These programs allow our incom-
ing students to familiarise themselves with our school environment, staff and other peers. I would like to personally 
thank the Transition Team and Year 10 Peer support leaders for their organisation and time.  
On Monday the 4

th
 December, we welcome parents and carers along with their children to our Orientation evening. 

On Tuesday the 5
th
 December, all Year 7 2018 students will spend the whole day at high school. These two im-

portant events allow us to meet students and parents and answer any questions or concerns. The office will be open 
to buy book packs and pay for fees. The uniform shop will also be open on the night. 
VIVO ASSEMBLY 
On Wednesday the 28

th
 November, we held our last Vivo assembly for 2017. This year we have been able to recog-

nise many students who have demonstrated our core values of respect, responsibility and commitment. Year groups 
have achieved the following amount of Vivo points. 7 - 81,058, 8 - 67,723, 9 - 38,799, 10 – 37,091 and 11 – 24,085. 
Congratulations to all award recipients and thank you to parents and carers who continue to attend our assemblies.  
FAMILY TIME 
I recently read a research article from the Australian Households and Families Institute.  The research looked at the 
major changes in Australian families since 1976. It covered information about trends in Australian family household 
types, including single parent and same sex couple families. It gave a comprehensive picture of the changing nature 
of Australian family life over the last four decades.  
I encourage you to find quality time (even if it is 10 uninterrupted minutes each day) to share with your child. Spend-
ing time as a family provides your child with feelings of love, support, security and safety. Here’s a reminder about 
why family time is so important. 
 
1. To build stronger bonds 
2. To make time to talk and listen 
3. To teach your children important lessons of life 
4. To show affection, appreciation, and encouragement 
5. To instill family values 
6. To develop family traditions and create memories 
7. To accept the differences and build self-esteem 
8. To nurture positive behaviour 
9. To share the chores 
10. To help and connect better with your children  
Kylie Fabri 
Deputy Principal 

TSP FOOTBALL 
Today the Stage 4 RTHS TSP Football team participated in the City v Valley Cup at Lake Macquarie Football    Com-
plex on Speers Point. The team progressed through the group stages by topping their group ahead of football jugger-
nauts such as Belmont and Hunter Sports High School. The team made it all the way through to the semi final where 
they came up against the old foe Maitland Grossman. The match ended in a draw and went through to the dreaded 
penalty shoot out. Unfortunately the Mighty RTHS were beaten 5 - 4 on penalties. Congratulations to the whole 
squad of 24 players and special mention to Ben Evans and Dylan Rawson from the Year 7 class who earned a start-
ing semi final spot, Zahara Goward for her outstanding efforts in goal and Dylan McCormack for being named player 
of the tournament with 3 goals on the day. 
Mr Newham 
TSP Football Coach 



SUPPORT FACULTY REPORT. 
This semester has seen us welcome new students as we said goodbye to our year 12 students.  Our S1 class 
have been taking part in community access activities, focusing on travel training and social skills. The class have 
made weekly shopping trips to buy ingredients for cooking activities, whilst also heading to Superstrike Ten Pin 
Bowling as a rewards day for all their hard work. The students also got creative! They made their very own masks 
of a Greek God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The senior support class has worked on developing the necessary skills to transition from school to work. They 
have focused on developing resume writing, interview techniques and managing conflict. Students have enjoyed 
visiting the local library as part of their children's literature unit, where they were able enjoy the local librarian  
showing them all the different types of children's books, and the books that the support students created were   
fantastic. Earlier in the year they enjoyed developing their cooking skills and selling what they made to staff and 
fundraising for the class. 
Our 8J Junior Support class students have been gardening in one of the Bush Tucker Garden beds. This is a great 
opportunity and can provide our students with some practical and relevant living skills. For the moment, however, it 
hasn’t been all about planting and growing some amazing crops, but rather pulling and digging out weeds. The  
students have maintained an enthusiastic approach, and hopefully, with continued hard work we can get a great 
looking garden and grow some delicious vegetables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the hard work all of our SLSO’s do for our Support students. Margaret Clark, 
Sandra Zwirek, Jacqueline Campbell and Evelyn Robinson continue to go above and beyond for our students and I 
can speak for all the Support teachers, Matthew Marselos and Andrew Dinham in saying how much all their work is 
appreciated.  On behalf of all the staff and students I would also like to mention the outstanding work of all SLSO’s 
in the school who have assisted with the supervision of students in the Support playground this year. Anita Moran, 
Meghan Woodbridge, Peter White, Abigail Hanks and Terri Malone, thank you for your support.  
Tim Penny 
Head Teacher Support (relieving) 

SCHOOLS SPECTACULAR! 
After the early audition process at the beginning of the year, Chantel Sinclair (Year 10) had a long wait until the 20

th
 

November, beginning of performance week. Chantel worked hard to learn the choreography over the web, and spent 
last week in Sydney rehearsing. She made a very good impression with the company, selected to teach other      
students the dance sequences. The performance was amazing. It’s hard to believe that the dancers, singers,        
musicians, actors etc. are students! The quality of talent was unbelievable.   
Miss Stork. 





WELLBEING NEWS 
YEAR 6 TRANSITION PROGRAM 
This term the 2018 Year Adviser (Ms Muller), the Assistant Year Adviser (Ms Rooney), and the Learning and Sup-
port teachers have visited all of our feeder primary schools, meeting with Year 6 teachers and getting to know Year 
6 students. These visits enabled Year 6 students to learn a little about what to expect when starting high school, and 
also gave students the opportunity to ask any questions they may have. 
Approximately 35 Year 6 students from our feeder primary schools have recently attended an intensive transition 
program conducted by the Learning and Support teachers from Rutherford Technology High School. This program 
was conducted over three consecutive Wednesdays, and has been developed in order to provide additional support 
to targeted Year 6 students as they make the move from primary school to high school. The program aims to famil-
iarise students with the high school environment and its new routines. Year 6 students participating in this program 
have been expertly supported each Wednesday by our newly trained Year 10 Peer Support leaders, who have guid-
ed them as they took part in a range of activities.  
YEAR 6 ORIENTATION DAY 
On Tuesday 5th December where we are expecting over 230 Year 6 students will spend the day at high school, un-
dertaking peer support activities and taking part in taster lessons as part of the orientation program. Year 10 peer 
support leaders will lead some of the sessions, and will assist teachers with all aspects of this day. 

ATTENDANCE REWARD EXCURSION 
On Friday 24

th
 November, 46 students spent the day at Revolution Sports Trampoline Park in Maryville, Newcastle. 

This excursion was organised for those students whose attendance has been excellent throughout 2017. It was a fun 
day and it was fabulous to see our students testing their skills and encouraging each other to try new things. 
I would like to congratulate the students who attended this excursion as they were exemplary ambassadors for our 
school and hugely impressed the supervising teachers with their manners and excellent behaviour. Well done to all 
those students who attended this excursion and thankyou to Mr O’Leary, Mrs Smith, and Ms Hendry for their assis-
tance on the day, and their great barbequing skills. 
Kristine Turner  
Head Teacher Wellbeing  





Year 7 
  
Wesley Dates 
Phonnapha Phanmani 
Tyson Osborne 
Shayli Watts 
Josh Houlahan 
Shayli Watts 
Chelsea Horn 
Wesley Dates 
Tanesha Stevenson 
Joshua See 
Josh Houlahan 
Erin Brodbeck 
Ryker De Courcy Harris 
Tanesha Stevenson 
Joshua See & 
Josh Houlahan 
  

  
  
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Responsibility 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Commitment 
Deadly Vivo Champion 
Overall Vivo Champion for 
Term 4 

Year 8 
  
Jayden Martyn 
James Noble-McClean 
Annalise Stoessel 
Taj Copelin 
Lucy Morriss 
Rohan Baker-Wade 
Alexandria Hancock 
Courtney Edwards 
Ethan Cooney 
Rohan Baker-Wade 
Cheyanen Germon 
Stephanie Black 
Jacob Robbs 
Jarred Weston 
Jayden Martyn 
James Noble-McLean & 
Rebecca Ward 
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Overall Vivo Champion 
for Term 4 

  
  

Year 9 
  
Victoria Feetam 
Owen Donald 
Chloe Freeman 
Ethan Brunner 
Samuel Gray 
Jordan Braneley 
Abby Algie 
Seth Crockett 
Charlie Johnson 
Emily Marquet 
Samuel Gray 
Ethan Brunner 
Paige Rolph 
Charlie Johnson 
Machala Widdrington 
Jordan Braneley 
Owen Donald & 
Victoria Feetam 
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Deadly Vivo Champion 
Overall Vivo Champion for 
Term 4 

  

Year 10 
  
Emily Caldwell 
Dylan Chapman 
Keeleigh-Shae Chiodi 
Jasmine Anderson-Ireland 
Sherina Hartley 
Emily Caldwell 
Taylor Grime 
Madison Christiansen 
Jake Collins-Doherty 
Connor Baldwin 
Dylan Chapman 
Keeleigh-Shae Chiodi 
Jayden Baldwin 
Jake Collins-Doherty 
Sophie Crawley 
Sophie Crawley 
Emily Caldwell & 
Keeleight-Shae Chiodi 
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Year 11 
  
Phoebe Wrench 
Hannah Ritchie 
Cameron Teunissen-Smith 
Sheldon Bradbury 
Charlene Law 
Hannah Ritchie 
Jackson Taylor 
Thomas Feetam 
Nathan Salna 
Lachlan Forbes 
Cameron Hall 
Jazmine James 
Cameron Teunissen-Smith 
Michael Wilde 
Bowen McFadyen 
Daniel Torrens 
Hannah Ritchie & 
Cameron Teunissen-Smith 
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Responsibility 
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Deadly Vivo Champion 
Overall Vivo Champion for 
Term 4 
  

    

Congratulations to the students below that received Vivo awards for Term 4. Well done! 







 
 
 
 
Rutherford Technology High School  

                                   UNIFORM SHOP 

OPENING HOURS: 
 
   TUESDAY           8:00am - 12noon 
   THURSDAY  8:00am - 12noon 
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CANTEEN ROSTER 

Monday           4 December Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday           5  December Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday     6  December Volunteer Needed 

Thursday          7 December Volunteer Needed 

Friday                8 December Volunteer Needed 

Monday           11  December Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday           12 December Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday     13  December Volunteer Needed 

Thursday          14 December Volunteer Needed 

Friday                 15 December Volunteer Needed 



 

Rutherford Technology High School has an 
Official Facebook Page – just go to  
Facebook and look for “Rutherford  
Technology High School NSW Official Site” 
and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the school, 
important dates for your diary, and general 
information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast 
Club would like to acknowledge the generosity of  

‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford who now provide us with 
bread. There are many local businesses who donate 

their time, service or products to our school.   
We express our appreciation and hope our school  

community can reciprocate. 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORTERS 
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