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OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

Please be aware the office 
is open Monday to Friday 
between 8:00am and 
4:00pm. Outside office 
hours a message may be 
left on the school 
answering machine. 
Parents and caregivers 
are reminded an 
appointment is necessary 
before meeting with 
teachers as they have 
class, playground duty and 
other commitments during 
the school day. 

RESPECT 
RESPONSIBILITY 
COMMITMENT 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY  

HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER 

23 October - Yr 8 REACH 
Program 
24 October - Yr 8 REACH 
Program 
25 October - Plan It Youth 
25 October - Yr 9 REACH 
Program 
26 October - Yr 10 Peer 
Support Training 
27 October - Yr 10 Peer 
Support Training 
30 October - Senior Leader 
Induction MPC 
31 October - Sculpture by 
the Sea Art Excursion 
31 October - Yr 9 Peer   
Mediation Program 
1 November - Plan It Youth 
2 November - Vaccination 
Catch Up 
3 November - Yr 7       
Swimming / Lifesaving      
Program at Lambton Pool 

The next P&C meeting 
will be held early next 
year, the date will be    

advised. All welcome to 
attend. 

FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK! 
Last term we said a final farewell to our outgoing Year 12 students, the 
Class of 2017. An amazing week of activities, with Henchmen Day, a 
Zoo Trip and Staff vs Students sports day, culminated in an incredible 
and emotional farewell assembly. The school has been much emptier     
without their presence. Rutherford Technology High School, and I     
personally, would like to thank all of our Year 12 students for the huge 
impact they have made on the school, students and staff over the last 
six years, and wish them all the best in their HSC and beyond. 
Graeme Buckie 
Year 12 Adviser 2017 
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 
Welcome back to an exciting and very busy Term 4. I hope all students are well rested and ready to tackle their final 
assessments and exams to enhance their performance on their Semester 2 reports. 
We farewelled Year 12 at the end of Term 3, and a big thank you to everyone involved in a fantastic assembly. 
 
Welcome to staff 

Welcome to Ms Erin Carter a new permanent Science/Agriculture teacher. 
Welcome back from extended leave to Mr John Lacey and Miss Loretta Hornery. 
 

There are some major events also occurring this term:  
 
 HSC. Currently our Year 12 students are sitting their exams. The exams are taking place in a number of 

spaces around the school. Students are reminded to remain quiet in these spaces as we respect the right of 
these students to have a quiet environment. We wish all of our Year 12 students all the very best during the 
exam period. 

 Senior Leader induction assembly – will be held on Monday 30 October. Invites are being mailed out at   
present. 

 Sports Assembly – a separate sports assembly will be held on Tuesday 14 November to recognise our     
student’s sporting achievements during the year. 

 Presentation Assembly – our major presentation assembly will held on Monday 11 December.  
 

A thought 
An important aspect of wellbeing is a sense of optimism and this is what a vision for your life gives you. A picture, a 
hope and a dream of what is possible. As you dream of your future there are going to be hurdles, mishaps, mistakes, 
tough times, the desire to want to give up, turn around and go back, but I encourage you to keep going. Look beyond 
your present circumstance to what can be. There is a long delay between sowing and harvesting, but keep            
cultivating the land, keep living out our school core values, because the vision for your life should be so strong that it 
keeps spurring you toward the goal. Our role at school is to set you on that course, that you may grab hold of that 
vision. 
 
Bunnings BBQ 
A big thank you to the P&C, staff and students who operated the BBQ at Bunnings last Saturday. We raised over 
$2100.00 towards a new school bus. 
 
Yr 12 2018 assessment booklets 
Assessment books have been issued to Year 12 students. These are a very valuable resource for organisation and 
preparation during the HSC course. Any student who has not received the booklet please see Ms Hughes Deputy 
Principal for Year 12. 
 
Reminders 
 
I would like to remind parents, carers and students of the following: 
 
 Mobile phones, hats, earbuds in class are not allowed. The expectation is that hats are off, mobile 

phones are off and in bags and earbuds are in bags. If mobile phones are removed from students they will be 
stored at the front office for collection at the end of the school day. For students who continue to not follow our 
school mobile phone policy, parents may be required to collect the phone from the office.   

 Carpark. Parents, carers and students are not to park in the carpark. The staff carpark is for staff and   
student taxi services only. 

 Road safety. The front of our school becomes a very busy place in the morning and afternoon. There 
is a student pedestrian crossing, and the expectation is that students use this to cross the road. Parents are 
reminded not to park in the bus bay and to park in designated areas to drop off and collect students. As with 
the front of the school, the roundabout on Alexander Ave becomes extremely busy in the afternoon. Students 
are reminded to take caution and we ask that parents speak with their children about crossing the road safely.  

 Arriving at school. Students are expected to arrive to school before 9am. When students arrive at 
school the expectation is that they enter the school grounds and do not wait out the front of the school.       
Students are not to go to the shops before school.  

 Uniform. Our students are looking very good in their uniform and we have had a number of             
compliments from the community. A reminder that black tights or jeans including jean shorts are not part of the 
school uniform.  

 Energy drinks. These drinks are a health concern and are a banned item at school. If students have 
these at school they will be asked to either hand them to staff or place them in the rubbish bin. 

 
 Kylie Fabri 
Deputy Principal 





PDHPE REPORT 
 
Term 4 has seen the school oval re-open after extensive drainage work and re-grassing and it looks great! This is a 
timely reminder for students to be prepared for the hotter weather with water bottles, hats and sun protection 
(sunscreen is available at the PE staffroom free of charge to all students). Bringing a change of shirt is also           
particularly important in the hotter months, and a reminder that aerosol sprays are on the Department’s banned items 
list; instead, a roll on deodorant should be brought to school if needed.   
 
Year 7 and Year 10 will be participating in an exciting Swimming Awareness program this year at Lambton pool. Stu-
dents in Year 7 will travel to Lambton Pool on Friday the 3rd November (Week 4) and Year 10 will travel to      Lamb-
ton Pool on Friday the 17th November (Week 6). This is a most important program, catering for all levels of swimmers 
and providing the opportunity for greater water awareness and competency at the beginning of the     swimming sea-
son. Parents and students are encouraged to support this program, as it is an excellent opportunity to prepare for the 
summer season. The cost of the day is $20. Notes have already been sent home with students so if   parents could 
read and sign the notes and return with payment as soon as possible that would be greatly               appreciated. 
 
Congratulations are extended to Nicholas Olive, who represented the school at the State CHS Athletics carnival. 
Nicholas came 2nd at this carnival in the under 13’s Javelin. He then competed in the All Schools Carnival (Nationals) 
where he achieved sixth place. A wonderful result for a very talented athlete. 
 
There has also been further success for Mrs Stork and her Aerobics team. In August, the team travelled to the Gold 
Coast to compete for the National title in the Stage 1 Classic Division. The team were successful and crowned     
National Champions for this competition. Well done to all the students for their hard work and commitment to this 
team. 
 
Similarly, Jake Collins-Doherty is to be commended on his selection in the NSW U/16 Young Achievers Rugby 
League team. Jake recently toured Papua New Guinea in the last school holidays playing with this team.  
These performances represent excellent achievements and solid proof that the Targeted Sports Programs are       
assisting to develop quality Football and Rugby League players at Rutherford Technology High School. 
 
Mr D Thomas 
Head Teacher PDHPE   

Rutherford Technology High School P&C Association are holding a Thompson Pie 
Drive Fundraiser to raise money towards purchasing a 24 seater school bus. 
An order form can be found on the last page of this newsletter or alternatively you 
can order online via Flexischools. 
Orders, together with payment are due by Tuesday 7 November 2017 and delivery 
is on Tuesday 21 November 2017. 
 









SUPPORT STUDENTS NEWS 
Big congratulations to the Rutherford Technology High School Support Students who participated in the IOTAS 
(Hunter) Combined Athletics Carnival on Monday 4 September 2017 and the excellent results they achieved: 
 
March Past – Rutherford Technology High School   3rd Place  
13/14yrs Boys Javelin   Austin McGoldrick  Q/throw 
15/16yrs Boys Discus   Hayden Darcy   2nd Place 
15/16yrs Girls 200m   Khadejah Date   3rd Place 
17+yrs Boys High Jump   Jake Collister   2nd Place 
17+yrs Boys Shot Putt   Jake Collister   4th Place 

HELPFUL HINTS FROM THE LaST( Learning & Support Team) 
 

MORE Commonly Confused Words 
 

to       preposition meaning towards               I walk to school. 
too       also, excess                           Can I come too? 
two       number                  Order two pizzas. 
  
we’re       contraction of we are                We’re leaving now. 
were       plural past tense of to be               They were late. 
 
 
who       refers to people                  Who is at the door?    
whom      used as an object of a sentence         To whom does it belong? 
 
 
who     refers to people        My brother, who is younger than me is a fast runner. 
that    refers to non-living objects              That  movie was so funny.  

During Term Four, Year 7 and Year 10 will complete the Junior Life Saving Program with ‘Lane 4 Swimming’ at 
Lambton Pool. Year 7 students will complete this unit as part of their mandatory PDHPE practical program on the 3rd 
November and Year 10 will complete this program to satisfy their First Aid assessment requirements for their Term 
Four PDHPE studies on the 17th November. Cost of the program will be $20 and will include bus travel to and from 
Lambton Pool, Pool entry, qualified ‘Lane 4 Swimming’ instructors delivering the program at a ratio of 1:10, and will 
also include access to the slide at the completion of the program. With the weather heating up and swimming       
survival skills paramount for summer enjoyment, all students in these year groups are encouraged to participate. 
Permission notes were handed out in Week one of Term Four detailing payment options.  

Blair Newham 
PDHPE Dept 
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Connecting Carers NSW 
Would like to invite carers to attend 

 

Foster carer support group  
Information session 

 
Are you a foster carer, Kinship or Relative carer? 

 Would you like to connect with other carers in your area?  
Would you like update information on the permanence support program? 

Information on different supports in your area? 
Do you need information on how to advocate for support for the children and young 

people you are caring for? 
  

Date:  Friday, 27th October 2017 
 

Time:  9:30am to 11am 
 

Venue:  Greta Public School, 
 2a Wyndham Street, Greta NSW 

 
Morning tea will be provided.  

 
 

RSVP Amalia Gangemi via email to: 
hunter@connectingcarersnsw.com.au or 0448 490 892 





 
 
 
 

ABSTUDY KEY MESSAGES TERM 4 
 
Advise parental income online 
  

 Annual Parental Income Test (PIT) reviews are required to ensure that each ABSTUDY student’s correct        
entitlement is paid from the start of each new calendar year.  

 
 A PIT review letter was sent out in September to all dependent ABSTUDY recipients, except where the parent/

s are PIT exempt, or the parent/s actual 2016/2017 financial year income details are already known to the De-
partment of Human Services. The letter includes a One Time Access Code with a request to have their parent/
s provide the necessary information using the Advise Parental Income Online Service.  

 
 Where the parental income is not received by 31 December 2017, the ABSTUDY recipient’s Living Allowance 

rate will be reduced to zero from 1 January 2018.  
 
 ABSTUDY Verbal Declarations  
 

 Verbal declarations for ABSTUDY claims continue to be taken over the phone. Claimants who accept a verbal 
declaration for their claim will no longer need to sign and return the paper Customer Declaration Form (CDF).  

 
 Claimants will be advised at the time of the claim if they are required to provide any additional information to  

support their claim.  
 
 Recipients are still required to notify if any claim information has changed or is incorrect.  
 
Students should commence study in week 1   
 

 Boarding school students must commence school within the first 3 weeks of each term to be eligible for the  
maximum rate of ABSTUDY assistance for that term.  

 
 Students who fail to commence by the 3rd Friday of term will only receive a pro-rata amount of ABSTUDY for 

that term.  
 
 Any gap between the maximum rate of ABSTUDY and the school’s annual board and tuition cost will need to 

be paid by the parent or guardian.  
 
 

End of Year Circumstance Reviews  
The End of Year Circumstance Review (EOY) will automatically update the following:  
 

 Secondary non-boarding students completing Year 11 or below will have their study details automatically       
updated to the following year and payments will continue into the next calendar year.  

 
 ABSTUDY secondary boarding students will have study and boarding details automatically updated to the      

following year and payments will continue into the next calendar year.  
 
 ABSTUDY tertiary students whose course end date falls in a future calendar year will have payments continue 

into the next calendar year.  
 
 On completion of the updates recipients will be issued a letter advising them of their study details for the         

following year. Recipients must contact Department of Human Services (DHS) if the information is incorrect.  
 

End of Year/Start of Year Travel  
Travel requests should be compiled over the next few weeks to be returned to the ABSTUDY travel team for 
processing. Please consider the following when requesting travel:  
 
 Discuss student travel dates with parents  
 

 Years 11 and 12 finish earlier than other students therefore their travel requests should be lodged earlier with 
the 6 week cut-off in mind  



 Consider travelling siblings together even if they attend different schools or are studying at different levels  
 
 Ensure final exam dates have been taken into account for years 10 – 12 when requesting end of year travel  
 
 Travel should only be requested from the students place of study to their permanent home address  
 
 Consider the Public Holiday, 26 January 2018, when requesting start of year travel for 2018  
 
 Variations to pre-booked travel will only be considered if unforeseen or exceptional circumstances are present-

ed  
 
Supervisor Travel 
 
 ABSTUDY organises travel for around 3,400 Indigenous secondary school aged children who travel to and 

from their home to education institutions each term.  
 
 Student travellers vary in age, generally originate from rural or remote locations, can travel great distances 

alone, on multiple legs via different modes (air, sea, rail, bus and charter) and consequently can be vulnerable.  
 
 Weather, transport delays, carrier maintenance or students choosing to miss travel can lead to unaccompa-

nied minors experiencing travel disruptions.  
 
 Supervisors are mandatory for secondary students under 12 years of age and DHS strongly encourages 

parent/guardians to nominate a supervisor for all students studying at secondary school and/or under 18 years 
of age who are:  

 
   travelling great distances;  
   on multiple carriers; or  
  Who may be ‘at risk’ of a travel disruption.  

 
   A supervisor must be 18 years of age or over and a:  
 

   parent/guardian;  
   family member;  
   a community representative; or  

Penalties for missed travel  
 

 It is important for students and non-student travellers to travel on the date arranged. Changes to booked travel 
will not be approved unless there are exceptional circumstances.  

 
 If a secondary school student misses travel for the first time in a calendar year, the journey can be re-booked. 

If a secondary school student misses travel again in the calendar year, DHS will not re-book their travel in   
advance for the same trip. The parent/guardian or school will need to book and pay for that journey and, if    
eligible, seek reimbursement.  

 
 If a tertiary student, secondary non-school student, or a non-student traveller misses travel, DHS will not re-

book or pay for the same trip in advance. They will be required to book and pay for that trip and, if eligible, 
seek reimbursement.  

 
 Students and non-student travellers may have to pay back the costs if we were charged by the travel provider 

for the trip they missed.  

Students should be encouraged to apply for a Tax File Number  
 

 Claimants applying for ABSTUDY must supply their Tax File Number (TFN). If a claimant has a partner or is   
dependent, the claimant’s partner or parent/s TFN(s) must also be supplied.  

 
 If a claimant does not have a TFN or does not know their TFN request the recipient to complete the TFN         

application form (NAT1589).  
 
 Claimants 16 years of age or over who fail to provide a TFN or TFN application form will have their ABSTUDY 

claim rejected.  
 



Identity Confirmation  
 
 Claimants applying for ABSTUDY are required to provide identity documents to meet the Identity Confirmation 

process. Claimants must provide 1 document from each category: The form SS231 can be downloaded from 
the Department of Human Services website at www.humanservices.gov.au  

 
Commencement of Identity  
Primary Use in Community  
Secondary Use in Community  

 
 When claimants have satisfactorily identified themselves to the department, they will achieve an Identity Status 

of ‘Confirmed’ and will not be required to provide these documents again.  
 
 Claimants that experience difficulty in confirming their identity will still be eligible to use the Alternative Identity 

Confirmation procedures.  
 
Claim ABSTUDY now  
 
 Secondary students commencing in 2018, especially those students who will be living away from home for    

studies in 2018, should lodge their claim now for next year’s schooling.  
 
 It’s important to encourage students to claim early so they can get their ABSTUDY before school starts next 

year and travel to school on time.  
 
Third Party Permission to Enquire (PPE) 
 
PPE allows parent(s)/guardian(s) or organisations to make enquires on behalf of the recipient to discuss:  
 

payments issued to students or organisations on their behalf  
travel arrangements or amendments  
Any change of circumstances e.g.: change of school or ceased studies.  

 
To arrange Third Party Permission to Enquire a parent/guardian or organisation can:  

 
contact the ABSTUDY Smart Centre Network on 1800 132 317, or  
Complete Authorising a person or organisation to enquire or act on your behalf SS313. The SS313 is available to 

download from the Human Services Website.  
 
ABSTUDY communication activities 
 
The Department of Human Services' official YouTube channel shares the latest news on DHS payments and 
now displays various ABSTUDY Video on Demand (VODs).  
 
These VODs cover information on:  
 

ABSTUDY – general claiming information  
Information you should provide to claim ABSTUDY  
ABSTUDY for students aged 15 and under and living at home  
ABSTUDY high school students who live away from home  
ABSTUDY Fares Allowance  
Advising of changes to circumstances for ABSTUDY  
Avoiding an ABSTUDY debt  

 
The VODs can be accessed at the Human Services YouTube channel. 
 
ABSTUDY Schooling A 
 
 ABSTUDY Schooling A is available to secondary students under 16 years of age, or primary students aged 14 

years of age or older at 1 January, attending school in their local area.  
 
 Parent(s) or guardian(s) who have a dependent secondary school student under 16 years of age may qualify 

for ABSTUDY School Term Allowance and School Fees Allowance.  
 
 To qualify, the parent/guardian or parent/guardians partner must be in receipt of an Income Support payment, 

or hold a current Low Income Health Care Card or a Health Care Card.  
 



Schools, Colleges and Student Hostels 
 
 At the end of Term 1, 2 and 3 the Department of Human Services (DHS) requests attendance information from 

schools, colleges and distance education providers to work out if ABSTUDY students under 16 years meet the 
attendance requirements to get ABSTUDY School Term Allowance.  

 
 At the commencement of each term DHS requests schools and hostels to provide start dates for ABSTUDY 

Away from Home students to work out the amount of ABSTUDY assistance payable.  
 
 On 25 August 2017 DHS faxed a letter to qualified boarding schools and hostels inviting them to apply for the 

ABSTUDY under 16 Boarding Supplement for eligible ABSTUDY Away from Home students who are under 16 
years.  

 
 Education Institutions are to use the Education Institutions eService to send DHS the range of information       

required to determine ABSTUDY assistance for schools, hostels and Indigenous students.  
 
Students must advise of any change in circumstances using online services 
 
ABSTUDY recipients must advise when things change to avoid getting a debt. ABSTUDY payments may also 
be cancelled or suspended if we become aware of a change the recipient has not advised us of.  
 
 ABSTUDY recipients who commence work are required to notify this initial change by contacting ABSTUDY on 

1800 132 317. Students and apprentices will then be eligible to use online services to report their income fort-
nightly.  

 
 The following self-managed services are available online, via smart device applications or can be accessed 

over the phone:  
    Print an Income Statement  
    Request an Advance Payment  
    View their payment history  



 
 
 
 
Rutherford Technology High School  

                                   UNIFORM SHOP 

OPENING HOURS: 
 
   TUESDAY           8:00am - 12noon 
   THURSDAY  8:00am - 12noon 
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CANTEEN ROSTER 

Monday  23  October Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday  24 October Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday 25 October Volunteer Needed 

Thursday 26 October Volunteer Needed 

Friday  27 October Volunteer Needed 

Monday  30 October Volunteer Needed 

Tuesday  31 October Volunteer Needed 

Wednesday 1 November Volunteer Needed 

Thursday 2 November Volunteer Needed 

Friday  3 November Volunteer Needed 



 

Rutherford Technology High School has an 
Official Facebook Page – just go to  
Facebook and look for “Rutherford  
Technology High School NSW Official Site” 
and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the school, 
important dates for your diary, and general 
information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast 
Club would like to acknowledge the generosity of  

‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford who now provide us with 
bread. There are many local businesses who donate 

their time, service or products to our school.   
We express our appreciation and hope our school  

community can reciprocate. 

 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL SUPPORTERS 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1



