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OFFICE OPENING 

HOURS 

Please be aware the 
office is open Monday to 
Friday between 8am and 
4pm. Outside office hours 
a message may be left on 
the school answering 
machine. 
 
Parents and caregivers 
are reminded an 
appointment is necessary 
before meeting with 
teachers as they have 
class, playground duty 
and other commitments 
during the school day. 

 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

COMMITMENT 

CALENDAR DATES 

8th June-Queen’s 

Birthday Public Holiday 

10th June-Yr. 11/12 

Drama Excursion-Sydney 

12th June-First Aid 

Course 

16th June-P & C Meeting 

6pm Admin Office 

16th June– Yr. 9 /10 

Science Excursion  

16th June-Futsal State 

Titles U/14s 

17th June– Futsal State 

Titles U/16s 

18th June– Futsal State 

Titles U/19s 

19th June– Ryda Driver 

Education Day– Tocal 

19th June– HSC Retail 

Services Excursion - 

Charlestown Square 

Himeji Castle Kyoto 

Japan Trip 2015 
Since this was my first trip overseas it was very exciting and probably the best 
trip I have ever been on. Everything about this trip was amazing, from the food 
to the places we visited. I loved it all. I loved Tokyo Disneyland where we got 
some cool pictures with the Disney characters. The weather wasn’t really on 
our side leaving it pretty cold and a bit wet! We eventually got a few sunny days 
which was really nice. 
The food there was amazing. We had ramen in Tokyo and a traditional Japa-
nese dinner in Miyajima, which tasted great. Miyajima was my favourite place of 
all it is an island off Hiroshima. There are wild deer there which roam around 
the island and are sacred to the area. You can pat them, however you have to 
be careful since they like to take your stuff! They even tried to steal my ice-
cream. If I could stay there forever I would. 
Kyoto was the next stop which was amazing. We stayed in a really fancy hotel 
and saw lots and lots of temples which were beautiful. We visited Himeji castle 
and Kinkakuji (which is a golden temple) Overall it was a fantastic trip.  
Emma Woodbridge Year 10 
(More photos on Page 8) 



SUPERVISION OF TEENAGERS 
We often hear of situations that young teenagers get into outside of school. We are surprised that parents have ei-

ther endorsed their children’s participation in these behaviours or alternatively are completely unaware of what their 

children get up to. We encourage all parents to make sure there is strong communication between parents if there 

are parties or sleep overs planned. Quite often what is explained to parents by children is quite different from what 

goes on. In many situations risk taking behaviours are the norm. We need to ensure that there is adequate 

knowledge and supervision of children outside of school. 

SUBJECT SELECTION EVENING 
For the information of parents and students who are entering Year 9 and Year 11 in 2016. On Wednesday 10

th
 June 

RTHS is offering the opportunity to attend and receive appropriate advice on subjects offered at our school for next 
year. The evening is designed to assist in ensuring the subjects selected are relevant for each student. 
Year 10-11 starts at 5.30pm in the school hall, with Year 8-9 set to start at 6pm in the hall. 
All faculties will have representatives who will be available to answer any questions and offer advice as to which 
courses may be available. We encourage parents and students to take advantage of the evening. 

N AWARDS 
Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 are required to complete and submit all assessment tasks on time. Non completion 
of these tasks can result in a student being N awarded in an individual subject or a number of subjects and therefore 
deemed ineligible to receive a RoSA, Preliminary HSC or HSC.  Students   who have received N award warning let-
ters need to see their class teacher or head teacher of the faculty, to determine what they need to complete to re-
solve the N award. Students with more three N award warnings may be placed on an improvement program with the 
Deputy Principal. 

SCHOOL CANTEEN SURVEY 
The final page of this fortnights newsletter is a canteen survey. Please take the time to fill it out and return to the 
Front Office. This is an excellent opportunity to have a say in what the canteen provides for our students. 
 

Mike Whiting 

Principal 

SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT 

 
While this term is almost over the fact that it has gone so fast indicates that our school is really busy and full on in 
terms of student opportunities on offer to enable rich learning experiences at Rutherford Technology High School. 

2015-2017 STRATEGIC PLAN  
Our plan has been uploaded to our website. This sets our path for the next three years in the areas of: 

Quality Learning 
Quality Relationships 
Quality Community connections 

BUILDING  UPDATE 
The commercial kitchen and Home Economics area are progressing towards completion with handover   
expected in late July.        
The first 3 Science labs will be completed by the start of August 
Maitland Tutorial Centre should be completed in August. 
The new 2 storey classroom block has started, as has the main quad, lift and walkways. 

SPORTING SUCCESS 
Congratulations to our representative sporting teams. Swimming, lawn bowls, football, rugby league, cross country 
and athletics have seen students selected in regional and state teams or participate at carnivals. Well done, students 
and thank you staff, who have coached or managed a team or covered lessons so that teams can be supervised. Go 
Rutherford, and good luck to our lawn bowlers at the state titles in Temora next week. 

DRAMA SUCCESS 
Our Drama ensemble has again had great success reaching the final of the “Short and Sharp” (was “Fast and 
Fresh”) festival in Sydney. Good luck on Friday 12 June. 

UNIFORM REFLECTS OUR SCHOOL 
We are pleased that our school uniform is supported by a good percentage of our students and parents. There are 
many comments from the public about how great our students look when they are in full school uniform. Wearing 
uniform indicates pride students have for themselves and their school. We appreciate parent support of compliance 
with our uniform policy. As the cold weather builds we encourage parents to purchase the correct school jumper and 
remind you that jeans and black tights are not part of the uniform. 



TAS EXECUTIVE REPORT 
It has been a  very interesting time in TAS recently. We are all very excited about the work going on in regards to our 
new facilities. Although the work zones are creating minor challenges, the staff and students have been very positive 
and are all working together to make the most of our learning experiences.  
There is currently a large undercover area being constructed between the Industrial Arts and Art Blocks. This will 
provide excellent opportunities for the students in Construction and other subjects to engage in some outside     
learning activities. 
Although the Industrial Arts rooms are not being upgraded as such, the students, under the supervision of Mr Brown 

are taking it on themselves to improve their learning environment. The senior Construction classes have prefabricat-

ed and installed much needed storage facilities in the TAS corridor, upgraded wet areas with new sinks and splash-

backs and painted the classroom in contemporary tones. While the junior classes including Industrial Technology 

and Technology Mandatory, have helped refurbish the work benches, whiteboards, display boards and have air-

brushed signage for the Electronics room. 

Currently Joel Smith and Bradley Barnett  from the Year 11 construction class and Year 8 Technology Mandatory are 

working on murals to complement the existing 1980’s artwork bringing the classrooms into the twenty first century. 

The students have been given a chance to demonstrate their flair and innovation in the setting out and decorating of 

the workspace in a street art theme. This has resulted in our students working in an area that they feel is relevant 

and are connected to.  

There is also a commercial kitchen being currently constructed in the Home Economics building. This facility will pro-
vide a fantastic opportunity for our students to engage in the commercial cookery stream of the Hospitality Course, 
as well as giving them a real life understanding of the Catering Industry. It is very exciting to think about all of the 
opportunities both staff and students will experience once the upgrade work is complete.  
In closing I would like to thank the parents and carers for their continued support in relation to the wearing of correct 

footwear and the payment of elective fees. With your support we are able to provide the real life learning              

experiences in a safe and effective environment.    

 

Mr Scott Cromarty 

HT Tas Dept 

 







P & C MEETING 
The next  meeting of the Rutherford High P & C will be at 6pm on Tuesday 16th June. The meeting is 
held in the new administration block interview room. Access is just inside our main entry to the Office. The 
P & C is a very important reference group for the school and information about what is happening at 
Rutherford High is presented at each meeting. There is also opportunity for questions and clarification of 
aspects of school life. All are welcome and encouraged to contribute to the life of the school in this             
important role. With so much happening to our school in the coming months and years, it would be great 
to see some new families join us. 

WELFARE REPORT 
 PLAN-IT YOUTH 

Last Wednesday saw 10 students from Year 10 successfully complete the Plan-it Youth program. The program cul-
minated in a visit to the Hunter Valley Hotel Academy located at Kurri TAFE, where the students were given a guid-
ed tour of the facilities and an informative talk about the courses on offer at this TAFE Campus. Students were ac-
companied on this excursion by their mentors who have generously given up their time to meet with these students 
for the last 12 weeks. During mentoring sessions students have explored career options and set achievable goals for 
themselves in regard to school and their future. At the completion of the TAFE tour students participated in a special 
morning tea and demonstrated their new - found public speaking skills, by giving a short speech outlining what they 
have enjoyed about the Plan-it Youth program, and the ways in which they have benefited from this program. Con-
gratulations to the following Year 10 students and a special thank you to our wonderful mentors who generously give 
up their time to work with our students: 
Sam Beckett 
Brooklyn Clarke 
Emmerson Field 
Anthony Germon 
Sean Hawker 
Shaun Keane 
Emily Kingdom 
Lachlan Thomas 
Gabby Whipper 
Victoria Wilson 

MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER 
On Friday 12

th
 of June all students at Rutherford Technology High School will attend a session presented by Lorin 

Nicholson. Lorin is a noted presenter who has travelled to schools all over Australia and overseas, to share his life 
experiences with students. During these sessions the following themes will be covered: 
Year 7/8 - Social justice, anti-bullying, making positive choices  
Year 9/10 – Choice, attitude, effort, hard work 
Year 11/12 – Leadership 
For further details about Lorin Nicholson please read the flyer on the next page. 

ATTENDANCE 
Rutherford Technology High School is committed to encouraging and promoting excellent student attendance, as we 
understand the long term impact that poor attendance rates can have on our students and their ability to succeed in 
life after school. In Week 2 Term 3 a BBQ will be held for all students with above 98% attendance for Term 1 and 
Term 2 2015. This is to celebrate the commitment that these students have demonstrated towards their education. 
Eligible students will be notified at the beginning of Term 3. Each year in Term 4 students with excellent attendance 
throughout the year are given the opportunity to attend a reward excursion. The venue for this year’s excursion has 
recently been booked with a day visit to Port Stephens which includes a Dolphin Watch cruise and BBQ lunch. 
Please continue to reinforce with your child the importance of school attendance and if you have any concerns in 
this area contact the school to speak with the Head Teacher Welfare (Kris Turner). 
Head Teacher Welfare (Relieving) 
Kris Turner 

 DATES FOR VACCINATION AT RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL 
Vaccinations will be held in the library on the following date. 
Round 3 – Wednesday 9

th
 September 2015.The vaccinations are for:- 

Year 7 Boys & Girls -  HPV Dose 2 
(Chickenpox and DPT was given in Round 1 – if student require these then can be caught up). 
Year 11 & 12 - MMR (Measles, mumps & rubella.)  Only for students who have NOT received 2 doses 

previously. Please ensure that the student’s Medicare number is listed so that the 
nurses can check the number of doses already received. Any students who have not 
returned their forms can come and see Mrs Young in Science. If there are any      
questions, please contact me at school on 49325999. 

Anne Young 
Supervisor of Girls  







MEETING EX-STUDENT JOSH GIBSON. 
It was a happy occasion when Daniel Gibson met his brother, Josh Gibson at UTS on 21

st
 

May. The two brothers shared lunch and a chat. Josh is in his second last year of com-
bined Law and Arts Degrees. During his years at UTS he had applied for a six-month 
scholarship to attend a university in Paris, contributing to his interest in International Law. 
He intends next year to apply for another scholarship, this time to Singapore to broaden 
his international experience. He attends about 12 hours of lectures a week and for each 
hour of lecture he spends about 3 hours of reading and researching.  
Congratulations to such a committed and motivated young man.  

Josh and Daniel Gibson 

FIRST AID COURSE 
The school has organised a First Aid training course for students in Years 11 & 12. This will take place on the 12

th
 

June and the cost is $70.00. Students who are studying Sports Coaching are expected to do the First Aid course as 
it is a mandatory component of your course. The course is also recommended to students who study Hospitality. 
 We are again offering Year 12 students the opportunity to obtain their RSA (Responsible Service of Alcohol) and 
RCG (Responsible Conduct of Gambling) certificates. These courses will be run over two days in Term 3,  RSA on 
the 6

th
 August for $120.00 and RCG on the  7

th
 August for $80.00. If you do both courses the total cost is $190.00. 

 At the beginning of the year, the Government decreed in that everyone who wanted to undertake some sort of train-
ing would need to register for a Unique Student Identification number (USI). This can be obtained by going on line 
www.gov.au or type USI in your search engine and just follow the instructions. You will need to add some form of 
identification to complete the process. Remember this number is similar to your TFN.                                                          
You will have your USI number forever, so put it in a safe place. 
 Debby Elliott 
Careers Advisor 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=_OWhEXjXD0aYSxJ0b0jWApQb4apGbdJICIZ3VMjPtMJ00SwKImiWuzrIifArBGgGM4CZPIRrgYg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gov.au


CAREERS AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION UPDATE 
The latter half of Term 1 and the beginning of Term 2 have been an action-packed and exciting time for our faculty 
and students. 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
Late in Term 1, and again in Week 3 this term, we have offered students the opportunity to complete the WHS White 
Card course. This gives students accreditation to be on worksites and is essential in a number of industries. It also 
allows our students to complete work placement in Construction and Metals and Engineering and also improves their 
chances of future employment.  
In addition to this, we have First Aid and Responsible Service of Alcohol / Responsible Conduct of Gambling courses 
available to students on the 12 of June and the 6-7

th
 of August respectively. Students are reminded that successful 

completion of the First Aid course is essential to gain their full qualification in Sports Coaching and Hospitality VET 
courses.  

HUNTER VALLEY CAREERS EXPO 
On the 22

nd
 of May, 85 Year 10-12 students attended the Hunter Valley Careers Expo at Maitland Federation Centre. 

The students enjoyed discussing the future study and career options with industry professionals from employers, 
universities, training organizations and the defence forces. Students had a lot of fun and learnt a lot from the experi-
ence. As always, the group conducted itself in an exceptional manner.   

SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS 
RTHS is still maintaining a strong relationship with local employer through School Based Apprenticeships and Train-
eeships (SBATs). Students are combining work and training as part of their HSC study in a very relevant and effec-
tive manner. Many thanks must go to the employers who support our students in this process such as McDonalds, 
Hungry Jacks, KFC, J & S Engineering, Segenhoe Stud, Benhome Aged Care and Calvary Aged Care. Without 
these employers these opportunities simply would not happen and SBATs are making a massive impact on the em-
ployability of students and guiding them into a successful future career pathway.   
If potential employers, parents or students want to know more about SBATs and how they work, please see Mr Toby 
Butler in the Careers Office. 

‘LITTLE ASPIRATIONS’ PRIMARY CAREERS PROGRAM 
For the remaining part of 2015 our Aspire Ambassadors will be delivering a careers-based workshop to Year 4 stu-
dents in our six feeder primary schools. It aims to create early career awareness amongst the young students in-
volved and better prepare them for future employment. Our first excursion will be at Lochinvar Primary School on the 
10

th
 of June. The Aspire Ambassadors who are facilitating this program are:  

Lachlan Sim. 
Brandon Currie 

Emily Lambourne 
Kiarra Tilden 

Georgia Horne 
Courtney Martin 

Zoe Fletcher 

Priyanka Kumar 
Tiffany Burbage 

Jack Willaims 
Courtney Walsh 

Jhon Barrios 
Brooke Sweetman 

Brittany Jones 

Daniel Gibson 
Declan Payne 

Jordan Hamson 
Jared Hughes 

 

Mr Toby Butler 
Careers Dept 

HUNTER VALLEY CAREER EXPO AT MAITLAND FEDERATION CENTRE 

                                                

 
                                                 PARENT SKILL REGISTER 

 
During this term, a letter was posted to all families requesting support to complete a ‘Parent Skill Register’. Forms will 
also be sent as an email attachment to all families that have provided an email address. Some students have re-
turned this letter to the Front Office. As encouragement for the prompt return, three names of those students will be 
drawn from ‘a box’ and they will be rewarded with canteen vouchers. The closing date for the ballot will be Friday, 
12

th
 June. The three names will be announced on Monday, 15

th
 June assembly.  So to be eligible, return the form as 

soon as possible. 



RYDA ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION – YEAR 11 FIELD TRIP 
On Friday 19th June 2015 all students in Year 11 will participate in the Ryda Road Safety Education field day at 

Tocal College. With a kind sponsorship from Rutherford-Telarah Rotary, the cost per student is only $15 (actual 

cost is in excess of $60). This highly engaging and interactive program is an excellent opportunity for your child to 

gain invaluable education and insight into the dangers on our roads and how to prepare for a lifetime of safe driv-

ing.  

Further and more detailed information will be handed out to all Year 11 students in a permission note. Please note 

that this program qualifies towards the compulsory 25 hour “Crossroads” course that all students must complete in 

Year 11. 



2015/2016 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK FUNDRAISER 
The annual fundraiser is on again and they make perfect gifts. 
The books and digital memberships are still $60.00 with $12.00 of each purchase going directly to the school. 
To order a 2015/2016 Entertainment Book OR Digital membership (which can be installed on up to 4 phones-Great 
for families) :  

 Please send your order form in an envelope with cash or credit card details to the office at school. 

 Direct Deposit into our school account. 
 
Call  Lexi Fitzgibbon on 49325999 for more information. 

OUR STUDENTS INVOLVEMENT IN THE SALVATION ARMY RED SHIELD APPEAL. 
Congratulations to all our students who volunteered their time over the weekend to support the Salvation Army in 
their Red Shield Appeal. Their actions are highly commendable as they assist the Salvation Army in their funding to 
provide so many services to people who are less fortunate than themselves.   
Jocelyn Ware was interviewed by Sam Norris from the Maitland Mercury with the students from other public high 
schools and Mr Gil Gordon and Major Ian Channelle from the Salvation Army. 
Zoe Fletcher and Priyanka Kumar collecting for the Red Shield Appeal at Rutherford on Sat, 30

th
 May. 

YEAR 12 CHEMISTRY TRIP TO ORICA. 
On Tuesday the 26th of May, students in the Year 12 Chemistry class travelled to Orica at Kooragang Island. At this 
facility over a thousand tonnes of ammonia, nitric acid and ammonium nitrate are produced each day for us in min-
ing, agriculture and other industries. 
The students listened to an experienced chemical engineer explain the processes involved in making these sub-
stances and how the plant operates. Prior to our visit the ammonia plant had shut down and was in the process of 
restarting.  
With the appropriate hard hats and safety boots on, the students toured the actual plant including the ammonia plant 
and the chemical laboratories. Questions were asked, answers were given and the students gained a deeper under-
standing of this often examined part of the syllabus. 
A big thank you goes to Mrs Porter for her organisation and Mr Edwards/ Mrs Porter for covering lessons to facilitate 
the excursion.   
Kevin McMullen 

Year 12 Chemistry Teacher      . 

YEAR 9’S VISIT TO THE MARITIME MUSEUM AT DARLING HARBOUR AND UTS. 
Ten excited Year 9 students left early on Thursday morning, 28

th
 May to drive to the Maritime Museum at Darling 

Harbour for a workshop on Maritime Archaeology. After learning about the different roles of conservers, preservers 
and curators and examining a range of shipwreck artefacts the students were taken on a tour of the Museum looking 
at relics retrieved from the seabed, including the anchor from the First Fleet ship, ‘The Sirius’. 
After a quick lunch, students walked to the University of Technology Sydney, Ultimo where they met Mr Stan Yiu, 
Biological Science graduate who supervises the practical activities of university students in the Science laboratories. 
Stan took the students on a tour of a university laboratory which is so different from the labs here at school. UTS has 
donated to RTHS Science department, ten superb microscopes with a magnification of 1000x and worth about 
$1500 each. These microscopes were given to our students who then carried them back to the bus for delivery to 
school. The school and students are greatly appreciative of the donation and to Mr McMullen for organising it. 



The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast Club would like to acknowledge the generosity of  
‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford who now provide us with bread.  There are many local businesses who donate their 
time, service or products to our school.  In return we express our appreciation and hope our school community can 
reciprocate. 

HELPFUL HINTS from the LITERACY & SUPPORT TEAM 

Some tips to improve Comprehension. 

 Keep Notes -  No distractions. Find a peaceful area 

 Jot down what you remember - Write enough to jog your 
memory 

 Note New Information - e.g  characters, events, make family 
tree, facts, ideas, relationship between ideas, characters, infor-
mation. 

 Re- read – Do the notes make sense? Wait a day then read 
over. 

 What was the main idea? - Summarise the main gist of what 
you read in one to three sentences.( Look at relationships be-
tween characters, author’s purpose, idea of article/text) 

 Use Predicting skills - to work out answer or outcome. 

 Keep notes for future reference -use tabs, binders, headings. 
Use a method that is most useful for you. 

YEAR 10’S VISIT TO THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES AND THE MUSEUM OF     

HUMAN DISEASE. 
On 21

st
 May, seven Year 10 students had the opportunity to spend the day at the UNSW campus at Randwick. In the 

morning they visited the Museum of Human Disease where they attended a lecture on the effect of binge drinking of 
alcohol, and smoking on the organs of the body. Graphic photographs and affected livers and aortas preserved in 
jars demonstrated the impact of alcohol and cigarettes on the body. The next session was a tour of the Museum 
where hundreds of bottles containing disease affected body parts are exhibited. Although this area could be consid-
ered gruesome, the students were fascinated by the enormous range of diseases, their causes, their effects and pos-
sible ways of preventing them. Lunch took place in the University food court area, where the students met ex-student 
and Captain Josh Gibson. He took the students on a tour of a 500 seat lecture auditorium where a Creative Writing     
lecture was being presented.  After lunch, the students visited several faculty areas of the University and interviewed 
a range of students from the Sciences, Engineering, Law and Arts areas. 









Rutherford Technology High School  

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

PRICE LIST 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
 

   TUESDAY  8:00am - 12:00noon 
   THURSDAY  12:30pm - 4:30pm 



CANTEEN ROSTER 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 May    K.Cresswell 
26 May             Volunteer Required 
27 May   Volunteer Required 
28 May              Volunteer Required 
29 May   Volunteer Required 
1 June    K.Cresswell 
2 June    Volunteer Required 
3 June     K  Hobbs 
4 June    Volunteer Required 
5 June    Volunteer Required 

 

Rutherford Technology High School has 
launched its Official Facebook Page – just 
go to Facebook and look for “Rutherford 
Technology High School NSW Official Site” 
and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the 
school, important dates for your diary, and 
general information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1




PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO COMPLETE 

THE SURVEY BELOW AND RETURN TO 

FRONT OFFICE 


