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OFFICE OPENING 

HOURS 

Please be aware the office is 
open Monday to Friday between 
8am and 4pm. Outside office 
hours a message may be left on 
the school answering machine. 
 
Parents and caregivers are 
reminded an appointment is 
necessary before meeting with 
teachers as they have class, 
playground duty and other 
commitments during the school 
day. 

 

RESPECT 

RESPONSIBILITY 

COMMITMENT 

DIARY DATES  

23rd March - G’Day USA 

Information Night @ Telarah 

Bowling Club 

 

23rd March - Yr 11 Legal Studies 

Excursion to East Maitland Local 

Court 

 

25th March - Yr 10 Students Visit to 

UTS (Sydney) 

 

31st March - Bill Turner Cup (round 

1) @ Norm Chapman Oval 

 

31st March - Whole School Activity 

in the Quad 

 

1st April - Parent/Teacher Evening 

 

2nd April - Last Day Term 1 

 

3rd April - Good Friday 

 

6th April - Easter Monday 

 

7th April to 17th April - School 

Holidays 

 

 

 

 

The school calendar is  

updated as events are organized 

therefore please continue to check  

our Website for updated 

information 

 

UPGRADE REPORT 
Stage 1 of the upgrade to the school will be handed back to the school on the 
2nd April. This involves: 

The new car park 
The administration block 
Canteen covered area 
Covered playing courts 
 

This means parking will be significantly improved next term, and the new      
administration block will be operating for visitors. 
The uniform shop is also moving into the administration block and will operate 
there from the first Tuesday of Term 2. 
 
For the last 2 weeks of term 1 work on the oval means there will be no   
access from the back of the school. Students will have to arrive and leave 
from the gates near Industrial Arts. 
 

April sees the commencement of Stage 2:  
The new two storey block  
The Science Lab upgrades  
The new commercial Kitchen  
The upgrade of walkways and the installation of a lift  
The upgrade to the quad area 



EXECUTIVE REPORT 
Parent/Teacher Evening  
Our Term 1 Parent/Teacher evening is on Wednesday 1st April. It is a great opportunity to meet your child’s teach-
ers and see how they are progressing. Electronic booking information has been sent home. 

Year 7 Peer Support Day 
The Year 7 Peer Support day held at Walka Water Works was a great success on Tuesday 10th April. Thank you to 
Miss Thompson, staff and all the peer support leaders involved on the day. 

Senior Student Late Arrival/Early Leaver Contracts 
Over the next 2 weeks I will be meeting with firstly Year 12 and then Year 11 to discuss arrangements for late arrival 
or early departure for students with study periods. 
The students must sign contracts and maintain the requirements for this provision to occur. 
The guidelines include: 

1. I realise that a late arrival or early leavers sign-off is for the purpose of study at home. 

2. I will make my way directly to school or home from school during those times. 

3. I realise that I must be able to produce a study plan. 

4. I realise I must maintain my school attendance above 85%. 

5. I have completed “All My Own Work” 

6. I must not have any unresolved N Awards. I must not be on a behaviour monitoring card. 

7. I must sign in to school immediately upon arrival for a late start. 

I must sign out before leaving the school for an early finish. 
Mrs Young and Mrs Voorbij are coordinating the Senior Study this year and have designed a set of protocols that   
students must adhere to. 

P&C 
The school’s P&C recently held their AGM and office bearers have been elected for this year: 
President- Mrs Karen Clarke 
Vice President- Mrs Kellie Tilden 
Secretary- Mrs Lexi Fitzgibbon  
Treasurer- Mr Neil Mudd 
Canteen Treasurer- Mrs Aleisha Hudson 
I would like to thank out-going president Mr Keiran Hall for his outstanding leadership and drive over the last few 
years and for the significant improvements to student learning outcomes that have resulted. 
Remember the P&C meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6.00pm. It is a very friendly and low-key meeting with 

new faces always welcome. 

Michael Whiting 

Principal 

MATHEMATICS REPORT 
Welcome to Mr Matthew Rice, our newest member of the Mathematics faculty at RTHS. Mr Rice is doing a wonder-
ful job with his students and is already making a difference.  
We are excited to announce the recent roll out of an online tutorial software package called Mathsonline, for every 
student at RTHS. Along with access, once again to Mathletics, Mathsonline provides a fantastic opportunity for stu-
dents to consolidate and review their learning 24/7. Students can choose to watch “mini-lessons” from all years and 
from every mathematics topic. Practice worksheets can then be printed off or completed online with immediate feed-
back provided. Whilst this program may not be as effective as working with a mathematics tutor, it definitely has a 
number of advantages, particularly the cost benefit. So please encourage your children to give it a try and make 
good use of it. Each student has been provided a unique username and password which can be obtained from their 
Mathematics teacher (if they have not already been given it). Mathsonline should also prove extremely valuable 
when preparing for assessment tasks. 
MATHEMATICS HOMEWORK. 
Homework is very important in Mathematics. Students who complete their homework on a regular basis are much 
more successful than those that do not. Mathematics homework is an opportunity to practise the skills learnt in class, 
and like anything, the more you practise the better you get. 
Mathematics homework is given regularly at RTHS. What form it takes varies from teacher to teacher, however  eve-
ry Mathematics teacher will: issue homework; check and record homework; provide feedback to the students and 
contact parents when necessary. 
As parents/carers, I ask you to be involved as much as possible and encourage your child to complete all homework 
on time. Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or myself if you have any questions or concerns     
regarding our homework policy. 
Craig Trotter 
Head Teacher Mathematics. 



HAPPENINGS AT THE TUTORIAL CENTRE 
Staff at the Maitland Tutorial Centre have instituted a Bonus Point system for their students as an incentive for good 

behaviour. HUNGRY JACKS and McDONALDS from Rutherford have been extremely generous in donating vouch-

ers to those successful students. The Centre acknowledges and appreciates the ongoing support of these busi-

nesses. 

At the end of last year the twelve students and six staff spent a very busy and constructive time building a model felt 

house to enter in the Hunter Valley Gardens Gingerbread House Competition. The roof of the house has ginger-

bread men needle felted onto it.  The gingerbread men were hand felted by the students. They then used applique 

techniques, hand stitching and beading techniques to complete the house.  Marji Stadhams chose the colours and 

made the tree at the front of the house. 

All the entrants were on display at the Gardens and the successful entrants were selected on a voting system by 

the public. Congratulations to the Maitland Tutorial Centre because their house won second prize. The $500 Harvey 

Norman voucher award was used to buy a music player and mobile phone for parent text contact.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE TUT CENTRE!! 

 

SCIENCE REPORT 

The big move and clean out is well underway in the Science faculty.  We are relocating our staffroom and Laborato-
ries 4, 5 and 6 to allow the Stage 2 refurbishments to get started at the end of term. The refurbishment will include 6 
newly fitted out Science Laboratories, 3 Preparation areas, storerooms and a much enlarged staffroom.  We will  
endeavour to continue with our teaching programs and experiment work as best as possible during this time.  How-
ever, the faculty is looking forward to teaching in our new Laboratories later in the year. 
Year 7 – 10 classes should all have homework booklets issued by the faculty and be working from them to improve 
and extend knowledge around the current topic/s in class.  In some instances these booklets have been emailed 
home.  If you would like copies of future homework booklets please contact your child’s Science teacher. 
Senior classes should be keeping up to date with Assessment schedules. Several senior classes have Assessment 
Task due/ or will be sitting them in class before the holidays. 
I would like to welcome Mr Morgan to the faculty. He is a newly graduated teacher from the University of Newcastle 
and is a great asset to the team.  
Lastly from the Science Faculty have a safe and enjoyable Easter break.  
See you back in Term 2 
Regards 
Steve Edwards 
Head Teacher Science. 



THE VALUE OF VOLUNTEERING IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Rutherford /Telarah Rotary Club provides opportunities and services to many organisations and individuals in our 

local area. Students at RTHS have benefited by the Club’s generosity. So when the phone call came from the Club, 

requesting volunteers to assist in their catering team for the riders in the ‘Loop the Lake’ bike ride, two staff members 

answered. Mr Thomas and Mrs Porter joined the Rotary team as they prepared BBQ sausage rolls, salad rolls and 

side salad dishes for the 1700 or so bike riding participants.  Domininc Geipel, an ex-student from 2014, spent a few 

hours working with his Dad, preparing the bread rolls for the sausages.  Rutherford/Telarah Rotary have been cater-

ing for similar events and functions for many years and with their team of members have a smooth, experienced and 

organised system. Moneys raised by occasions like this are used to fund their multitude of projects. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO RUTHERFORD/TELARAH ROTARY 

RTHS SHOW TEAM @ HUNTER RIVER SUPER SHOW 

Thirteen members of the RTHS Show Team and Mr O’Leary attended the Hunter River Super Show (Maitland 

Show) at Maitland Showground on Friday, 20
th
 February to compete in the cattle judging competition. 

This was the first show of the year for our region. This year the RTHS Show Team has a few new faces so this was 

their first show too. New members: Cameron Hall, Adam Rice, Jaiden Oliver. The other team members are: Nicho-

las Marquet, Nathan McGrath, Beau Bentley, Jake Basista, Jasmine Fohmsbee, Meri Barbie, Emma Woodhouse, 

Emma Woodbridge, Kim Sutcliffe, Tanayha Smurthwaite 

Cameron did really well in the cattle judging and oral speeches. He received the Highly Commended Award for     

Cattle Judging and the Oral Speech by the judges of the competition.  

Well done Cameron. 

A big thank you to Mr O’Leary. 

Cameron  Hall                            Nathan McGrath, Jasmine Fohmsbee                                 
                            and Nicolas Marquet 



ANOTHER AMAZING EX-STUDENT: HAYLEY SANSOM 

If you are trying to contact ex-student 2015, Hayley Sansom, then there is little chance. For her gap year, Hayley 

had applied for the Army Gap Year, 2015 program. She was uncertain what career path she wanted to follow and 

saw this as an excellent opportunity to gain insight into the Australian Defence Forces (ADF). Hayley has strong role 

model connections linked to the ADF with five cousins serving and grandfathers involved in WWII and Vietnam Wars. 

The program offers young adults who have lots of potential the chance to take a break from study and try something 

different. It demonstrates a variety of career paths and is great for leadership, self-discipline and  character building. 

Hayley has completed her initial training at Kapooka where she had the opportunity to meet and talk with the Assis-

tant Defence Minister Stuart Robert. She is now looking forward to going to Bandiana to do an IET course to become 

a clerk admin. 

                   CONGRATULATIONS RECRUIT HAYLEY SANSOM! 

IT’S MORE THAN BLACK OR WHITE FOR CHESS TEAM! 
In previous years Mrs Lord has fostered a love of chess in our school through her Chess Club and so students still 
eagerly set up games every lunch time in the library.  They have been so keen to continue her legacy that they have 
organised themselves, held elimination matches and practised in order to develop a representative team of 6 stu-
dents to compete in the Country Secondary Schools Chess Teams Competition. Braydon Stoessel, Ashe Calder, 
Angus Calder, Declan McFadden, Stephanie Posavec and Cameron Corlis are our competition team. 

On Friday 13
th
 March, Braydon Stoessel (Captain), Ashe Calder, Declan McFadden and Angus Calder  travelled to 

the Hunter Valley Grammar School to compete in the first round of the Chess Teams Competition. Each faced their 
opponent with determined focus against intense, competition tactics and met defeat with good grace and sportsman-
ship.  They felt that they were able to use the experience to learn from their opponents and improve their own game, 
a very mature and positive attitude. They should be proud of their performance and we can be very proud of the way 
that they represented Rutherford Technology High School. Congratulations team! 
Kim Saunders and Sharon Melville (organiser) 



 YEAR 11 - SELWYN SKI TRIP 2015 
Rutherford Technology High School will again be running a ski trip for interested students in Year 11 from 2nd-7th 
August 2015. Although the final cost is dependent on numbers, it is projected that for around $950 students will ex-
perience a week of skiing or snowboarding at Selwyn, 5 nights accommodation at San Michele Resort Adaminaby, 
buffet breakfast and dinners every day, ski or snow board hire and lessons daily, clothing, helmets, park entry and 
lift tickets, and all transport to and from Rutherford and to the ski fields. This excursion is great value for money and 
an amazing experience for those who attend. Numbers have been set to the first 24 students who have paid their 
school fees and returned the permission forms along with a deposit of $100 paid to the front office. In order for our 
skiing/boarding lessons to be confirmed, this deposit is required before the 31st March 2015. If you would like any 
further information regarding this excursion, please contact Mr David Thomas, Head Teacher PDHPE. 

BOYS CRICKET 
The Under 14 boy’s cricket team had a great start to their Merv Baker Shield Competition by having two strong 
wins in Round 1 and 2. The boys travelled to Gloucester where both rounds were played on one day in a T20 for-
mat. Round 1 was a win against Tuncurry HS where RTHS bowled first and dismissed them for 45 with some 
great bowling to Adam Roeth and Hayden Regan. Our opening batsmen Khobi Smith and Scott Travis got off to a 
great start by taking the score to 42 before losing a wicket. We lost another wicket shortly after but passed the total 
losing just 2 wickets.  
Round 2 saw us playing Forster HS after they had beaten Gloucester HS in their first game. We played very well 
again and dismissed Forster for just 49 through some    excellent bowling again by Hayden Regan and some tight 
bowling from Captain Curtis Pratt. The boys were helped by some great catching and fielding as well. In reply, 
Scott Travis again batted well, Brayden Bice and Curtis Pratt also made contributions to help us score 3-50 off just 
16 overs. 
I should pass on my thanks to Nathan Merrick’s father Rick, who helped transport the boys equipment on the day 

and also helped with scoring during the games as well.  

Nick Bower 

PE Dept 



WOMEN IN SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM 

Grace Harper, Grace Quilty, Sam Currie, Jocelyn Ware, Kate Butler, Ava Fellowes, Breanna Sampson, Zarnie 

Clarke, Ellen Fleming and Kiannah Redman consider themselves to be the luckiest young women alive after rubbing 

shoulders and meeting some of Australia’s most highly regarded female research scientists on Friday, 6
th
 March at 

the National Maritime Museum in Sydney.  

First of all, a tour behind the scenes of the museum, meeting conservators that were working on techniques to date 

and preserve cannon balls collected from a ship wreck and early 1880’s iron mooring posts from Sydney Cove, was 

an early highlight of the day. Then a demonstration of techniques to preserve an enormous range of fabrics, textile 

and articles including beaver fur mittens, fur sleeping bag, whalebone wool spinner and more. Who would believe 

that such an extensive knowledge of chemistry and metals would be needed in a museum?  

Five amazing female research scientists including Veena Sahajwalla and Astha Singh gave short presentations of 

their background from their schooling, to university, their dreams, their aspirations and their current undertakings.  

Such inspirational women being the leaders in their field. After lunch in the precincts of Darling Harbour, the next 

session of the day involved representatives from many corporate businesses like Woolworths, Cochlear, Arrium, 

IBM, CSIRO demonstrating the importance of Science and University Science based degrees in the successes of 

their businesses.   

The bus trip on the way home was full of chatter. Statements were made about what had been heard, what had been 

learnt, impressions of the outstanding women, a new, strong self-belief in that they also can achieve amazing results, 

a broader understanding of the large number of Science based careers and where they can lead. Listening to these 

impressions and enthusiasm makes the early start, late finish and Sydney traffic all worthwhile. This day might have 

made a difference to these ten young women. 

Marilyn Porter 

Science Dept 

THE CHALLENGE IS ON…….. 

Are girls better at problem solving than boys? Are year 9 students better at problem solving than year 10? These two 

questions will be answered during the Science and Engineering Challenge taking place at Newcastle  University in 

July. 

RTHS has entered the ‘Challenge’ and during the preliminary lessons learning about problem solving techniques, the 

answers to these two questions will be found. Soon four teams will be selected and tutored in problem solving      

strategies: ten Year 9 girls, ten Year 10 girls, ten Year 9 boys and ten Year 10 boys. Then it is off to the ‘Challenge’ 

to build bridges, design catapaults, construct hovercrafts, construct a ’Mars’ Rover vehicle, design an environmental-

ly friendly house, build a golf buggy and lots more.  

So …… who will be the best? 



TERM 2 SPORT CHOICES 
 
Term 2 sees some exciting new opportunities for students to choose some different sports as part of our Thursday 
sport program. Due to the ongoing construction work taking place on the grounds of RTHS there will again be limited 
spaces available so we are hoping that many students take the chance try out something different from past terms.  
 
The new sports include: 
 

Crossfit $5 per week – In a group setting teens will participate in fun and engaging workouts that can be scaled to 

any participant. Movements include squatting, pressing, kettlebells, handstands, rope climb and sled pushing just to 

name a few. Both guys and girls welcome, come have fun and possibly learn some new skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T1 Golf  $8 per week – T1 Golf is an indoor golf centre where students can play a range of golfing games indoors 

using real clubs and balls. T1 use golfing simulators to analyse distance and swing for each shot to help you learn 

and practice golf skills. As well as this they can play any of the 93 of the world’s most famous courses in air  

conditioned comfort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flipout Trampolining Cost TBC – Flipout Trampoline Arena at Thornton is a fantastically fun and entertaining place 

for people of all ages. Our location boasts a brilliant main arena and adult foam pit as well as a junior arena and 

foam pit. Trampolining has known benefits of improving balance, coordination and motor skills. 



BAKERS DELIGHT AT RUTHERFORD, SPONSOR OF THE BREAKFAST CLUB 
 
The staff and students who are involved in the Breakfast Club would like to acknowledge the generosity of  
‘Bakers Delight’ at Rutherford who now provide us with bread.  There are many local businesses who donate their 
time, service or products to our school.  In return we express our appreciation and hope our school community can 
reciprocate. 

FIRST AID VOLUNTEERS 

 Kimberley Haywood-Taylor, Isabella Hardy and Bree Cumpson volunteer for St Johns and provide first aid at 

events such as the Maitland markets, Tenambit School Fete, Anzac Dawn Service and Anzac Parades. At the mar-

kets, in their smart uniforms, they sometimes collect donations.  

The group meet every Monday in Maitland to develop, maintain their first aid skills and do first aid scenarios. Kim-

berley started her volunteering in 2014 and since then has earned her cadet epaulets, Junior First Aid Certificate 

and Community Service and ANZAC badges. When she leaves school, Kimberley hopes to be a paramedic so by 

volunteering as a First Aid officer she is gaining valuable experience and credentials for her future career.  

This is a very good example of our students doing a service for the community while improving their own skills. 

 

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

Our school canteen gives the students the  
opportunity to purchase a variety of foods and  

beverages every recess and lunchtime. 
The canteen convenor is always needing  

volunteers to help in the canteen.  Even if you can 
spare half a day it would be greatly appreciated! 

If you are interested please call  Jenny on 49325918. 

Kimberley Haywood-Taylor 



CAREERS AUSTRALIA 
 
Electrical Trade Work Experience 
 

Careers Australia is a private training provider that has been providing training in the Certificate III in  
Electrotechnology Electrician course for Apprentice Electricians in Newcastle and the Hunter Valley since 2010.  
 

They know that sometimes it can be hard for students to gain work experience in industry and to help fill this gap 
they are going to be offering a hands on electrical trade experience courses during the Easter School Holidays.  
These courses are aimed at students who are currently in Years 10, 11 or 12 who are considering a career as an  
electrician. 
 

It will give them an appreciation of the electrical field and will allow them to participate in electrical practical activities 
in our fully equipped workshop. Students will undertake WHS training and be completing practical activities from Day 
one enabling them to experience what work they will be involved in as an electrician so they can see make an  
informed decision if this is the career path for  them. 
 

The course will be conducted over four (4) days from 9:00am to 3:00pm each day and will cost $250.00 per person. 
 

Students will receive a Statement of Participation for their resume and will be required to wear safety boots for the 
duration of the course. 
 

If you would like any further information please do not hesitate to contact Vicki Searl, Operations Manager, Careers 
Australia on 4967 9200. 
 
 



Rutherford Technology High School  

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

PRICE LIST 

OPENING HOURS: 
 
   TUESDAY  8:00am - 12:00noon 
   THURSDAY  12:30pm - 4:30pm 







CANTEEN ROSTER 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 March K. Cresswell 
24 March Volunteer required 
25 March K. Hobbs 
26 March Volunteer required 
27 March Volunteer required 
30 March K Cresswell 
31 March Volunteer required 
01 April  Volunteer required 
02 April  Volunteer required 
03 April  GOOD FRIDAY 

 

Rutherford Technology High School has 
launched its Official Facebook Page – just 
go to Facebook and look for “Rutherford 
Technology High School NSW Official Site” 
and click on “Like”. 
  
We will be using the Facebook page to keep 
everyone informed about events at the 
school, important dates for your diary, and 
general information about the school. 
  
Link:   http://www.facebook.com/
RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

www.anniescustomcandles.com.au 

0447-320121 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=aa33ec5c32a6425a86daed6b48457bc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fRutherfordTechnologyHighSchool
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151509108346729&set=a.494827881728.283935.20531316728&type=1
http://www.anniescustomcandles.com.au/cart/

