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C A L E N D A R  J U L Y  

16 July  School Development Day (students do not attend school) 

17 July  Students resume school for Term 3 

18 July  Year 7 & 9 reports sent home 

24 July  Parent / Teacher Evening in Library and selected classrooms 

 
Office Opening Hours 

Please be aware the 
office is open on Monday, 
to Friday between 8am 
and 4pm. Outside office 
hours a message may be 
left on the school 
answering machine. 
 
Parents and caregivers 
are reminded an 
appointment is necessary 
before meeting with 
teachers as they have 
class, playground duty 
and other commitments 
during the school day. 

RESPECT 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

COMMITMENT 

C A L E N D A R  

20 September 

Last day Term 3 

9 October 

Vaccination Program  

- HPV vaccine (Dose 3)    

Yr7 G + B, Yr9 B  

- Hepatitis B vaccine    

(Dose 2) Yr7 G + B 

15 October 

P&C Meeting - 6.30pm 

 

HSC Exams 

14/10/13 to 6/11/13 

 

School Holidays 

23 September to 4 October 

7 October - Public Holiday 

8 October - Students return 

 
 
 

 

RUOK PARTICIPATION DAY 

The Welfare team organised an  
amazing day on Thursday, 12th     
September to raise awareness of metal 
health issues as part of the RUOK 
day. 
 
Mrs Smailes, Ms Turner, Mr Wirth, 
senior students and the SRC were part 
of the team that welcomed students to 
school in the morning and distributed 
yellow ribbon wrist bands with the 
greeting:   “Are you OK?” 

Lunchtime was catered by 
senior students, they cooked 
up a sausage sizzle for the 
whole school.  

The distribution and     
release of yellow balloons 
was a very obvious 
demonstration of the     
significance of the day and 
the awareness of mental 
health issues.  



EXECUTIVE NEWS 
 
Have a safe and enjoyable holiday 
This term has gone very quickly. School resumes for students on Tuesday 8 October (Tuesday after the long 
weekend). Thank you to all staff, parents, community members and students for their contributions this 
term. Have a safe and relaxing break.  
 

P&C 
First P&C meeting of the term is on Tuesday 15 October at 6.00 pm in the Staff Common Room (everyone 
is welcome). 
 

Year 12 
Year 12 complete their studies this week. They were farewelled at an assembly on Thursday after a     
breakfast with their families and teachers. Thanks to everyone involved in the organisation of both the     
assembly and the breakfast. 
Good luck Year 12 with your HSC exams and study hard over the break. 
Remember the Year 12 Formal is on Thursday 14th November.  
 

Subject Selections Years 8 and 10 
Subject selections are still being finalised. Students will be notified of their final selections shortly. 
 

National Australia Bank Schools First Grant 
We have been successful in obtaining a seeding grant from the NAB Schools First program. This grant was 
based on a partnership with Genesis Fitness at Rutherford aimed at engaging some students with a tendency 
toward disengagement. The $15,000.00 from the grant will be supplemented with funding from the P&C to 
purchase a small bus. 
 

TAFE, Genesis and RTHS partnership 
We have had a successful submission to gain funding to run a certified course in Sport and Fitness in     
partnership with TAFE and Genesis Fitness at Rutherford. This course will be open to Year 10 students in 
2014. 
 

Year 11 
Year 11 have just completed their final exams for the year. This year we employed our Board of Studies 
supervisors to run the exams.  This gave our students the opportunity to experience more realistic HSC   
conditions and freed our Year 11 teachers to undertake workshops on positive HSC practices. 
Year 11 move into Year 12 from the start of next term. 
 

HSC Major Works and Performances 
It has been a busy few weeks with our HSC students and staff gearing up for the arrival of HSC markers . I 
must commend the quality of some of the work I have seen. 
 
 

 

Uniform 
We are a uniform school. All uniform items need to be purchased from the uniform shop here at school. 
Students in Science, Home Economics and Industrial Arts are also expected to wear shoes with a leather upper. This 
is a Work Health and safety consideration.  
 
It would be great to see everyone wearing the uniform with pride to start next term. 



LIFESAVING PROGRAM 
With the weather getting warmer and the summer months fast approaching, it is a timely 
reminder that our children will soon find themselves in and around water environments. It 
is a tragedy that in Australia in the past 12 months, 284 drowning deaths were recorded in 
our waterways. 45 of these involved children aged 5-14 years. 
In an attempt to raise awareness and improve the confidence and swimming ability of 
RTHS students, the PDHPE Department will again be running the Year 7 Lifesaving 
Awards program. In 2013 we will be offering programs in Learn to Swim, Swim &       
Survive, and up to Bronze Star. Each student in Year 7 was given an information /          
permission note  regarding this program at the year 7 assembly, on the last Monday of 
Term 3. For your information, the key points are listed below: 
 
When: 25th-28th November 2013 
Where: Maitland pool  
Cost:  $40 (inclusive of bus transport to and from Maitland pool, pool entry,           

instruction by teachers holding swim and survive instructors qualifications and 
Royal Lifesaving Certificate for the award completed)  

 
What needs to be done: Permission notes completed in full and returned to your child’s 
PE teacher, and payment made to the front office before the 15th November 2013. 
 
It is strongly recommended that all children attend this program, however, normal school 
lessons will run for students not attending. If you require any further assistance or            
information please contact David Thomas – Head Teacher PDHPE on 49325999 or email 
at    david.r.thomas@det.nsw.edu.au 

Just a reminder to all parents for Term 4  - that we will be coming into the hotter weather so it is          
important for all students to keep hydrated by drinking plenty of water and maintaining a healthy lunchbox. 

EXECUTIVE NEWS continued…. 

Deputy Principal(Rel) and Year 12 Slaves.  Mrs  
Fabri put her slaves to work for the day. 
 
Alexandra Munro, Jessica O’Brien and Hayley Osmond. 



On the 2nd of September 2013, at 8:30 am, 78 year 8 students headed off to Great Aussie Bush Camp. The students 
spent 2 nights and 3 days there along with their teachers which included Mr Newham, Mr Brannan, Mrs James, Miss       
Whitbourne & Miss Thompson. 
On the first day we arrived we all got settled into our tents, met our instructors, got put into our groups and received a 
tour of the whole camp.  We all did a wide range of activities such as:- high activities, water activities, team activities, 
individual activities, night activities.  
For all of our main meals, all of our 3 groups would head to “The rock” to eat, while we ate there we had numerous  
other schools joining us.  
Everyone always had early mornings, we were awake between 6:00 – 6:30am both mornings and had late nights ending 
around 10:30 – 11:00pm.  
Overall camp was a great experience for all who attended.  New friendships were made between all groups and also 
some new injuries.  
We would like to thank the staff of Rutherford High School for giving us that great opportunity.  
By Lilly-Bree Humbles & Bellina Pannowitz.  

On the 2nd of September 2013, 78 of the year 8 students went to the Great Aussie 
Bush Camp at the Tea Gardens. 
We had an AWESOME time, our instructors were great, the food was really good 
and the activities were amazing! The first day we got divided into 3 groups then 
went off to our first activities. After the activities we had a BBQ on the deck for 
lunch, done 2 more activities, then shower hour, did commando, then sat around the 
campfire drinking chocolate milk, then off to bed. 
In the mornings for breakfast we had pancakes, scrambled eggs, toast, baked beans 
and spaghetti. After the first 2 activities we had a break for snow cones,  2 more 
activities then after that we participated in the mud world, then the survivor       
challenge. After all the activities were over we had free time on the oval, had  
chicken and rice for dinner and headed off to the county fair. 
The last day was awesome as well, we did 2 activities, had snow cones then headed 
home. I highly recommend that other people go!!                 By Kamryn 

We had an amazing time our instructors were awesome and good to 
get along with. The food was great and the first day we got into 
groups, I was in group 2. We had a BBQ for lunch and hamburgers 
for dinner. We did the leap of faith and giant swing as well, that was 
heaps fun.  After dinner we sat around the campfire and had      
chocolate milk and cookies but I didn’t like it and then I went to 
bed. 
Day 2 we had breakfast and I had egg on toast and it was ok. After 
breakfast we did archery, I was really bad at that and lost island and 
then after that we did survivor challenge. We had snow cones and 
sandwiches for lunch and for dinner we had chicken and rice. At 
night time we did county fair.  
The last day was awesome as well. We did 2 activities, had snow 
cones, then headed home. I had the best time.     by Maddison 

YEAR 8 GREAT   
AUSSIE BUSH CAMP 



CAPA Capers 
Christmas is often the loneliest time of the year for some people. In mid-December last year Ms Hornery 
took 30 music kids of all ages to perform carols at the Maitland Nursing Home, Rutherford. The residents 
were delighted and impressed by the performance and the students thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  
 
This link has been re-established and the CAPA students have returned to Maitland Nursing Home and Ben 
Home, Maitland. So far three groups of students from years 8, 9, 10 and 11 play, sing, dance and show to 
the residents art works from the students here at school. They have been accompanied by six different    
CAPA staff who have also enjoyed the experience. 

National Partnerships- Focus on Reading 
 

As part of our Focus on Reading initiative, teachers at Rutherford Technology High School will be looking 
at the super six strategies with students throughout Term 4. Copies of these strategies have been placed in 
each classroom and teaching staff will be working with students to ensure they understand the importance 
these six strategies. 
 
The Super Six Metacognitive Strategies 
 

Making connections 
Text to self; Text to text; Text to world 
What is it? 
Connecting prior knowledge with new information while reading. As readers engage with texts, they 
make connections to their personal experiences (Text to self); to other texts they have read, seen or heard 
(Text to text); and to things occurring in the world (Text to world). 
Why is it important? 
When readers link personal background knowledge, understanding or experiences to the text, they are able 
to construct meaning.  
How is it used? 
Readers let themselves ‘be reminded’ of things as the text is being read, viewed or heard.           
Background knowledge is combined with ideas and actions in the text that readers can relate to.  
 

Predicting 
 Beware the wild guess, make educated guesses  
What is it? 
Making an educated guess about something that will come later in the text. Reading detectives find        
evidence to back up predictions. 
Why is it important? 
When readers make a prediction, they engage with the author’s clues about what is important in the text.  
How is it used? 
Readers stop every once in a while and think about what the author has written and provided (such as a   
picture or chart). They check for clues about what might be important. Readers try to predict what will  
happen next or the theme or main idea that the author will emphasise. 



Questioning 
I wonder … What is it? 
Generating queries to guide thinking while reading, viewing or listening. Reading serves to answer the 
questions created. Readers generate and respond to why questions as well as how and what questions.  
Why is it important? 
The ability to generate questions underpins not only this strategy, but many interactions with texts (e.g. 
monitoring). Students need to learn how to generate and respond to questions.  
How is it used? 
Readers approach a text with questions and develop new questions as they read. Even after they have read 
a text engaged readers still ask questions. 
 

Monitoring 
The ‘fix up’ strategy 
What is it? 
Constantly checking whether their reading is making sense. They stop and think about their reading and 
know what to do when they don’t understand. 
Why is it important? 
When readers monitor, they are actively engaged in thinking while reading. Students learn to be aware of 
what they do understand and identify what they don’t understand. 
How is it used? 
Readers adjust reading speed to fit text difficulty and ‘fix’ any comprehension problems. Readers could: 
identify where the difficulty occurs; identify what the difficulty is; restate the difficult sentence or passage 
in their own words; look back through the text; look forward in the text. 
 

Visualising 
The pictures that the author paints using words; the cinema unfolding in the mind 
What is it? 
Creating mental pictures based on what is read or heard. Students can imagine they are inside the scene  
described or take on the perspective of an historical figure, imagine the same scene from more than one 
perspective, etc. 
Why is it important? 
Students gain a more thorough understanding of the text by consciously using the words to create mental 
images. Students who visualise as they engage with a text not only have a richer experience but can recall 
what they have read for longer periods of time. 
How is it used? 
Readers stop at key points and create a picture, movie or sound clip. These images are used to draw      
conclusions, create distinct and unique interpretations of the text, to recall significant details.  

 
Summarising 
Extracting essential information 
What is it? 
Compiling a shortened version of written or spoken material, stating the main points and leaving out     
everything that is not essential. It is more than retelling; it involves analysing information, distinguishing 
important from unimportant elements and translating large chunks of information into a few short,         
cohesive sentences. 
Why is it important? 
Summarising assists comprehension monitoring, helps students understand the organisational structure of 
texts and is a skill that most adults must be proficient in to be successful. It integrates and reinforces the 
learning of major points. 
How is it used? 
Readers pause periodically and summarise what has happened so far. Summaries might use words, images 
or pictures to capture key ideas. 



 
Yr12 Uniforms 
Any students who can donate their senior uniform to the clothing pool will be assisting needy students 
who have difficulty in purchasing school uniforms. These will be greatly appreciated by all.  
 
Yr7 & Yr9 Vaccinations 
The third and last vaccination will be on Wednesday 9th October 2013 (the first Wednesday of Term 4). 
In order to ensure that the full program is completed, attendance on this day is imperative. 
Contact me if you have any questions Ph: 49325999. 
 
Anne Young 
Student Assistance Co-ordinator 

 

Plan-it Youth is a mentoring program for young people in Year 10 which has been running at RTHS 
for a number of years. The program aims to develop communication skills and gives students a chance to 
work collaboratively with peers and adults. This is made possible by members of the community  
volunteering their time to mentor a student on a weekly basis, with 9 of our Year 10 students having just 
started the program this week. For the next 10 weeks students will meet with their mentor each  
Wednesday morning during Periods 1 and 2.  Throughout the program the students will spend time  
developing goals and researching career information. On Wednesday 18th September students, mentors 
and a small number of invited Year 10 guests made a visit to Tighes Hill TAFE for a tour of the campus. 
As part of this tour students visited the refrigeration, fitness, industrial design and electro technology  
sections, all of which gave our students valuable insights into a range of post school opportunities. 
 
Many thanks to our wonderful mentors who so generously give up their time to support our students! 
 
Kris Turner 
Plan-it Youth Coordinator 

 

Delay in the delivery of 2013 NAPLAN Student print reports Australia wide 
 

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) has advised that there will be 
a delay in the national distribution of NAPLAN Student Reports to schools. ACARA has identified an  
error in the placement of the national average marker in the Year 5 and 7 NAPLAN Student Reports for  
Language Conventions. ACARA is devising a strategy to address the issue, which will delay the  
distribution of Student Reports to schools. 
 
The delay does not affect the actual NAPLAN results released in SMART. 
 
It is anticipated that the 2013 NAPLAN student reports will be delivered to schools across Australia from  
8 -11 October with distribution of the reports to parents to occur in the week  
Monday 14 October to Friday 18 October 2013. 

SMS ALERTS 
 
Please note that SMS alerts are being sent out for whole day school absences plus late to school absences. 



CANTEEN MENU AND PRICE LIST 

ORDERS ARE TAKEN BEFORE SCHOOL OR AT RECESS FOR YOUR LUNCH… 
TO BE GUARENTEED YOUR HOT FOOD AND SANDWICHES. 











RAISING WOMEN WORKSHOP 
  
Uplifting Australia is a not-for-profit based in Northern NSW that run programs to improve the wellbeing and   
resilience of children and families. We believe our program could significantly benefit your students and families 
and contribute to the great work you are already doing. 
 
Raising Women is for girls aged 13 to 15, and their mother or significant female mentor. The program includes a   
2-day/2-night bush camp, pre-meeting, follow up sessions and a fathers program. This new structure has moved 
away from a 6 day camp, allowing the program to become more accessible and affordable for families. 
 
Research clearly indicates Australian teenagers are experiencing significant and unacceptably high levels of issues 
impacting on their wellbeing. These include: mental health disorders, intoxication, homelessness, victims of violent 
crimes, youth suicide, teen pregnancy, eating disorders, to name a few. Raising Women is a Rite of Passage      
program that invites girls and their families to acknowledge their transition into womanhood. This process has the 
ability to build stronger family relationships, increase self-esteem & motivation and strengthen communication 
skills. 
  
Sarah Binet |  Coordinator 
Uplifting Australia  



STOP 
PRESS!   

 
WE NOW HAVE A  
FACEBOOK PAGE  

 
Rutherford Technology High School has launched its Offi-
cial Facebook Page – just go to Facebook and look for 
“Rutherford Technology High School NSW Official Site” 
and click on “Like”. 
  

We will be using the Facebook page to keep everyone in-
formed about events at the school, important dates for your 
diary, and general information about the school. 
  

Link:   http://www.facebook.com/RutherfordTechnologyHighSchool  

SKATEBOARDS & SCOOTERS  
are NOT to be brought to school,     

except on Thursdays if doing 
scootering. 

RUTHERFORD TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER -  EMAIL DETAILS 
 

The Rutherford Technology High School newsletter is issued fortnightly via email.  The newsletter contains important information for parents/
families.  To ensure that you receive your copy please advise your email address on the form below.  If you prefer to have the newsletter mailed 
home to you, please let us know. 
 

The newsletter is also sent out to all student email accounts and Is available via the school website at  
www.rutherford-h.schools.nsw.edu.au. 
 
I would like to receive my copy of the school newsletter by:    o  Email   o Normal Mail 
 

Student Name/s: …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Parents/Carers Names: …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Please send my email copy of the school newsletter to the following email address: 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…… 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(print email address clearly)       Please return completed form to the Front office. 



 

  
Students are asked to have mobile phones switched OFF during class time, and 
out of sight. Students phones will be confiscated by the teacher if found out 
during class time. 
 
 

Parents are asked NOT to contact students on their mobile phone during school 
hours.  In case of emergency, please contact the school directly on 4932 5999. 
 
 

Students are asked to follow correct procedures if sick or needing to go home. 
They must notify class teacher / obtain note / report to sick bay.  
The front office staff will phone parent / caregiver.  
 
STUDENTS ARE NOT TO CONTACT THEIR PARENTS       
USING MOBILE PHONES 
 

If a student needs to leave school early, we ask that a note from parent / caregiver be taken to the Admin 
office to collect an Early Leavers Card. Unscheduled collection of students can be disruptive to classes.   
Parents will be asked to wait until the end of a lesson for a student to be called to the Front Office.  
 

The school does not accept nor take responsibility for the loss, damage or theft of any device at school or 
school associated event. 
 

 STUDENT  COMMUNICATION   MOBILE PHONE POLICY 

CANTEEN ROSTER—Term 3 
8 October to 18 October 2013 

 

   
 
 
 

   
  8 October -  Volunteer required 
  9 October -  Volunteer required 
10 October -  Volunteer required 
11 October -  S Clark 
14 October -  K Cresswell 
15 October -  Volunteer required 
16 October -  A Hudson 
17 October -  Volunteer required 
18 October -  Volunteer required 

If you have a few hours a week free and would 
like to volunteer for the canteen,  

please contact Jenny on 49325 999 


